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for a balanced •CODO»ic growth, a rapid industrialisation program*« coupled 

with modern a<iriculturai development ia one of the first priorities of asost 

developing countries in their strudle for economic independence.    However, the 

aim of rapid industrialisation ie in many canea retarded by various economic 

problems thai naturally crop up with the industrialisation proffracme of nny 

given country.    Th« non-availability of an efficient and practically uaeful 

industrial information system is among the many problems to be mentioned in 

tiiia respect.   It ia obvious that without knowledge or acocee to technical, 

scientific and aocial information, auch ae production processes and method«, 

production •anna, product tpeclfieation« and stendardo, market knowledge, etc« 

an industrialisation programme rem ina only •• withful thinking. 

the developing countries are aware of the importance of an up-to- into 

and efficient industrial information service for the industrialisation ©f 

their respectivo countries are are taking the issue seriously.   Hoover, one 

•Mist face the fact that the very low level of economic development in the 

developing countrieo is by itself a limiting factor that retarde the sotting 

up of an adäquate and efficient information syote».    ?he problem is associated 

with leek of adequate money, material nnd cxporti&c. 

In Ethiopia the problem is being tackled from different au^ion.   TO carry 

Ottt the heavy task of economic development «ore effectively,  the Government 

found it appropriate to erette a special agency rcsponoible for the eeonoiaie 

planning of the oountry.    In thin respocl the Planning Comraisiiion wan £.«5% up 

In 1958.   Fro» the standpoint of industrial information cervie«, the Conaiacinn 

it brosdly responsible for assessing the needs of the country and by idartifving 

tht needs and priorities of the country, it preparan a national eoonouie 

development piers.    Associated with its planni&g function, th* Co*raicaion ia 

responninle for identifying and recoaaendin^ the »<»rtf ¿c&s that would bo required 

with the Industrialisation programme. 
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In this respect the different Government Ministries and Agencies are 

responsible for the carrying out and implementation of the various policies 

and programmée «et out in the national economic plan and to serve as centres 

of industrial informations in their respective field.   To some extent where the 

Planning Commission sees the need for additional and special  information centres, 

it will recommend the eame in its economic planning.   Among the recent ones 

established in this recpoct are to be mentioned the Ethiopian Standards Institute 

and the Centre for Kntrcpreneurship and Management.   Broadly ell  the following 

organizations could be considered to be disseminating different industrial 

informations in Ethiopia. 

1) The Ministry of Commerce»  Industry è. Tourism 

2) The Central Statistics Office 

3) The technical Agency 

4) The Ethiopian Chamber of Comaoroe 

5) The Ethiopian Standards Institute 

$)   The Institute of Agricultural Research 

?)   The Centre for Entrepreneurship & Management 

From the standpoint of disseminating industrial i nforwatiot) eoi Vi cos the 

functions of the above agencien may be summarized as follows: 

*)   îho Ministry of Commerce 

Amn% other things,  this Ministry formulates rule» and regulations conoorning 

Investment and disseminates the same through it3 various agenoie» t© organ:»étions 

and individuale interested in such information.    In Mdltion to thiu other 

inforaaton relating to exiuting indur. trios may be available from th» Ministry- 

2>   TM Centra Statistical Office 

This office ìB the country's main statistical orgs»;, operating under the 

Planning Commission and tries to avail statistical figures in almost all 

aspects of economic and social developments,    'ft.v annual statisti cai abstract 

published by the office contains such data as population growth,  industrial 

production, 'employment, consumer and wholesale priees, figure on ianjort? y^ 

exports, livestock, agricultural production,  education, etc. 

$}    y»îe Technical Arer.ey 

Thic *5ci»cy again operator under tie PI annui- Cwsaission a».d ite main 

function is concerna* with periodic dianoie of T-thiopian indunlrio« with the 

«i» of Provi,îi,.ç the background material requu-ud heforn wnaidcri^ mTC epecmc 
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studies.    It is ûleo involved in identification of industrial projects justify!*»« 

further study and also in preparation of prefeasibiUty stuuitn for industries 

or for particular industrial project*, and  :o avail  information on "-.he urne. 

4) The Ethiopian Chamber of Co.frm.irce 

This organization can be regarded at the main link between Ethiopia sad 

out o i do world in supplying information to and JYCT ufcout produce, producers, 

eomaiercial and industrial activities,  etc.    i\ prcpr.res and publishes annually 

investment guides, directory of induntriee ana  licit directory.    It bao a 

inali library of its own. 

5) The Ethiopian Standards Institut^ 

The activity of the Institution involves general survis and investigations 

to determine standardisation needs and to prepare relevant national standards 

in different industrial and agricultural branches tuid to avail information on 

the 

6)   The Institute of Agricultural Kasearoh 

Tilia institute based an the finding* of ile variour -research centres in 

the oountry diösstoinates information eopecrnini; modern agri cu) turai practises 

and to & limited extent advises individuale or groupa on how to adapt the 

î)    ft|e Centre for Entreprencnrahio ft_ ttanoffcaent 

This Centro io involved in %ht> dis»©m.:.netic>n of modern u^m^cment technique* 

and practicón by way fi? conduct ini; various ii*ir»iu£e» Berninar-s, discussions 

and also by providing pîactical consul taaqgr servicer..    Jt elite publishes 

professional mauageraänt magaaiu«**«. in whicS, »odern principi .-¡a and p rao ti cefi of 

management are dealt with and uiccuacod.    In evprnaing: the services of the 

contre it is foreseen th*.t the centra would ha fröre involved in the preparation 

of feasibility studies both on request a»ñ on its own.   The centje baa also a 

saall library of its own. 

There are »any other private and public ftrfpr.lr:*tienn rendering different 

bato of industriel information services*    Awong these t-j bo stentioned is the 

Ministry of Kation*! Cowianit,;/ £t.volojMon' ató borsai Affaire, which deal* with 

•attera relating to indUßti i&X relation and manpower analyria.    A mto of 

international organisa tionc ìil* the 3CAt VxW, Cohucrc.; i Attaches o" 

ktebcBßies,  Sapor t~&pcrt Congnie s,  o^c, nrc other ì ìQ V.JUTCZS of Industrial 

information tuftt are frequently Rûae uno of in Ethiopie. 

MM 
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Concluding Remaries 

fe fulfil the need of an accelerated industrial  development it is a 

prerequisite that industrial   information should r.<-4  only a.]..r¡vate.íy be 

available but the acceos to them nurt be easy and efficient a¿ well.    ïhis 

certainly caîls constant evaluation,  review and improvement of tnt present 

information system to adapt it to ti.« growing niG^ of the industry.   There is 

always, of course, the problem of inadequacy of resources ind expertise, hut 

this has to Ve solved somehow or other alternatives have to be sought. 

Hopefully the present actninar will discuss tin» I&BUC more in depth and «ay 

Ottt with a proposal on how the KA countries may cooperate to establish 

»n industrial information centres or to freely exchange infarction nith 

aach other fro» tho resource« available in each country,    these plus the 

inquiry iato the industrial information needs of tho ECA countries would be 

SOM interesting points for diecueeion. 

AJ 
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ETHIOPa 

Reporting t©  fci.c rc*ina*- about industriai   information activities ia 

Ethiopia, Mr» Ateasxm ««kernten fro« th«  ,ecn4.ical A^enev *%ü that the Agency 

was rtspaneiole fpr ajMnaisiiv? (UCfcrení. incus irjal *nd agricultural project« 

m a* to ^tt?rly *nfo:*»*tií.ij «ot on»y \c ¿p*c:*t,.t «nt hut also to the privat« 

la «aia that  thtr* was the Ethiopia.! Chamber yf Coemi-ce which act«   as 

m bridge hetw««n foreign inyectara *wl th« economic »ta*.** of ta* country. 

He aiww.fttaú a ,ra»ber of iisiituti©^ fr©* which industrial infometioa 
could he obttir.oU.    3ov« of these wer*: 

(1) Chamber of SüMMTO* »hieb nappi im Infomatie» te 

lsveaterc, both foreign end local; 

(2) Binie try of Corx«íTco and Industry which i« rccpoMible 

fbr Itti •) Atta« fur th« e« UM lebtet of new iaduitriee; 

(î)   Centre for E»*.repxeiie»rsalp Sana^enent.   This bringt 

together indue tri al Manager« ta advise sad if need be 

irain th*a on ocicatiTic »ethods cf induatrial Battage» 

U}   the Ethiopian Standard Institute i« ?#*9©B*¿ble for the 

etaiKlar-diaatioa ©f different StMopta» rosauditiM, 

•sia?? for *5t-»rf, ** e*s« »ri i standard«. 

(5)   !*• agrietó torti R#S**F*ì. Iaatituta la -«epjreiM* for 

p. oso ting a*ricultuvrl WidaatrKa, 

(i)   fbe 8tf.%i*tàee4 Office expies rtatistw-t.1 data both 

f*e» alriady e*t«bU*hjd industrie* urtv/itiow 
ltttit!M<u'ent 

•tfcie*J» hü •» «dß« «w aasjr afri©** countrUa Í« that Addle Ababa, 

fa« oapital^ la the ••*«. ©f mem&m M orciaisatioa* aa mil m 

Ifcia «*k«* ex©:**«©« ©f inforaaticn relaii*#©lj eiwple. 
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Probleme: (l) There  is a dire need for a unified industrial 

information syctem. 

(2) Some information is distorted by established 

industries - giving wrong data to protect 

themselves against the tax'.*an. 5o a problem 

•rises as to how to obtain accurate information 

to help researchers. 

(3) there is a need and a problem to ascertain as 

to what the public considers as the most 

important information. 






