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For & balanced economic growth, a rapid industrialieation programme coupled
with modern asricultural development is one of the first priorities of most
developing countries in their strugsle for economic independence. However, the
oim of l;tpid industrialization ie in mary cases retarded by various economic
protlcms that naturally erop n;'s' with the industrinlization programme of nny
given ocountry. "l'he non-availability of an cfficient and practisally useful
induetrial information system is among the many problcms to de mentionc’ in
this respect. It is obvious that without knowledge or access to technical,
scientific and social information, suck as production processes and metikoda,
production means, product tpecifications and standardc, mariet knowledge, etc.
an induetrialization prograrme remains only & wiihful thinking.

The developing countries are aware of the importance of an up~to-date
and efficient industrial information service for the industrinliszation of
their respective countries arc are teking the issuc seriously., Houever, one
must face the fact that the very low level of economic development in the
developing couniries is hy itself a limiting factor that retordc the sotting
up of sn adequate and efficient informatien systen. The nroblem is aosocistied
with leck of adequate money, meterial and cxpertisc,

In Ethicpia the prodblem iz being tackled from different anjles., To caryy
out the hcavy task of economic developiment more cffectively, ihe Coverument
found it sppropriatc to oreate a special agency responsible for the oconouic
planning of the country. In this respoci the Planning Commisuion wap v2% up
in 1958. From the ctandpcint of industrial informotion servics, the Commissinn
18 broadly rcsponsidle for asscscing the needs of the country and Ly idertifying
the necds and priorities of the oountry, it propares & nations) ecoudnl.c
development plen, Aosoclated vith its plannirg function, the Coamission is
responninle for identifying and recommerding the services 4hat would be required
with the industrialization programme,
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In this respect the different Govermment Minictries and Agencies are

responsible for the carrying out and implementation of the various policies

and programmes set out in the national economic plan and io serve as ccntres

of irdustrial informailons in their respective field, To some extent where the
Plarning Commission seee the need for additional and special informetion centres,
i1 will recomricnd the came in its economic planning. Anorg the recent ones
establinhed in this respect are to be mentioned the Ethiopian Standards Institute
and the Centrc for Intreprencurghip ~nd Manazement, Broadly 211 the following
organizations could be considered to he disseminating different industrial
informations in Ethiopia.

}) The Kinistry of Commerce, Industry & Tourisn
2) The Central Statistics Office

3) The Technical Agency
4) The Ethiopian Chamber of Commarce

.5) The Ethiopian Siandards Institute
6) The Inmtitute of Aprioultural Research
7) The Contre for Entreproneurship & Management -

From the standpoint oi dinseminating industrial inforwstion ;séiﬁicos the
funotions of the above agencies may be sumnarized ag follows:

1) The 8 Ministry of Commerce
A&ong other things, this Hinistry fonuulateo rules and rcgulatiom eonoerning

inveetment and disceminates the same thmugh its various agenaies %o organisations

and irdividuale intcrested in cuch information. In aldition to this ether
informaton relating to exiuting industrios may be available from the Iiuilt:v.

2) The Centrul Statistical Office

This office is the country 8 main slatistical Orgen, operating under tho
Flanning Commission and tries to avail statisiiesl Tigures in almost all
aspects of evoncmic and social developmenis. “he annual slativtical .batmt ,
published bty the office containe such data ag poprlution growth, industrial '
production, rmp)nv*nent, consumer ard wholesale prices, figurss on importa a.nd |
exvor?s, liveslock, ugricultural produciion, cducation, ete, ’

3) %he Technical Arzercy

Thie ezeucy epain operatos under e Plarming Coraicsion end ite main
furiction is concerned with periodic drarnacic of fthiopian imdusiries with the

aifil Df p}‘a‘.'l().l!",‘; thc hachgl‘('n“]d. m-‘itcriul requ 'l!'\:d l‘;(\j'grc (‘Qnsiacz’ing Borc epeuii‘jc




studies. It is aleo involved in identificaticr of industrizl projects justifying

further study and 2lso in preparaiicn of prefeasibitiiy studicn for industries

or for particular indusirial projecis and 0 avail ‘n'ormation on <he same.

4) The Ethiopian Chasher of Commayce

This organization can be regzrded awn tre muin iink between Tthiopia and
outside wvorld in supplyirg infomaation to and et ubout produc’is, producers,
commercial anmd industrial activities, etc. I preprres and publishes antnally
investment guides, dircctory of induntries anc ticd¢ directoy. It has a
emall library of iic own,

5) Ihe Ethiopian Standz-ds Institute |

The activity ol the Inutitutiion involves peneral surveys and investigations
to determine standaraisation needs and to prepare relevant nasional standards
in different industrial and agriculturul Yranchoes cad to avail information on
the same,

6) The Inctitute of Agricultural Research

This inotitute based on the findings of itc vurioue research centres in
the country diuscuwinates information corecerning wndein agrioul) tural practices
and to o limited extent advises individuele or groups on how to adapt the
same.

7) The Centre for Dntreprernsnrship & Manapenent

This Centro is involved in the dismeninetion of modern wansgament techniques
and practicen Yy way 7 conducting vorious iraimings, seminare, discussions
and slso Yy providing piactical consultangy services. Jt clec publishes
professional managenent magazines in whicl medern principias end prastioes of
management are deali with and diccusced. In exponding the services of the
oentre it is forcaecen that the cenire wonld “w movc involved in the preparation
of foanibility studies botih on regquest amt on its own., The centie has also a
small library of its own.

Thore are mzny other privats snd public orgarnisetionn rendoring aifforent
bits of irdustrizl infoimation scrvicss. Among thcte 5 be mentioned i the
Ministry of Hational Commaniiy Devilogmen? ard Sociul Afiaire, which deals uith
matters relating to indusirial rvelation and manpouer analyris. A mmber of
internstionul oigunizations Yile tbe WCA, USDP, Cousercic ! Atiachesn o

¥mbesgices ri=gaport Comjeunicy, o%el., nre oiner lie sources of industrial
) é 1 ] 1%

information thai are frequenily mcae wse of in Uthiopic.




Concludinz Remarks

Te fulfil the need of an accelerated industrial develepmert it is a
prerequisite that indusirial informaticon chonli ref only aleguately be
avajlable dut the access to them musti be easy and efficient as well. This
certainly calls constant cvaluation, review and improvementi of the present
information system to adapt it to th~ growing nced of the industry, There is
alvays, of course, the problem of inadejquacy of rcsocurces and exprertise, but
this has to be solved somehow or other alternatives have to be sought,
Ropefully the present seminar will discuss tine issue more in depth and may
come out with a proposal on how the I'CA countrics m2y cooperate to estalLlish

ocommon industrial infermation centres or 1o freely exchange inforaation with
sach other from the resources available in cach country. These plus the
inquiry into the industrial information necds of thc ECA countrries would be
some interesting points for discussion.
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~ Reporting to ti.e ncarna~ about industrial iavornation activities in

| Ethiopia, Nr. ‘dmosou Hakchnuen frow the .ecacical Agency <aid that the Agency
was rcsponsioie Tor appiraising differeal inmcusivial and agricul turel prejectc
80 as %o .upply ‘nformaticn not onry o goverraent dut alzo to the pnvnu
sector.

He satd that thers was the Dthiopiaa Chamber of Commerce which acts as
& bridge hetluven foseipa imveztors and the economic sta‘us of the country.

He mume.ated a aamber of irsiitutions from which industrial informmtioa
oould % obdtairec. 3ome of these sere:

(1) Chamber of Cunmerce which mupplies information to
investorc, boih forcign end loeal;

(2) Nintstry of Cormaarce and Indu.try which 48 recpomsidle
for legislating fur the eutadlisdornt of pew industries;

(3) Centre for En‘reprencursnip Xamagement. This bdrings
together industrial menagers 9 advise and if need be
train then on scientilic methods cf indusirial nAnAge~

“ment.

(4) The Yhiopian Standar Institute is ~espomsible for the
stancardisation of difcrent Ethiopian romeudities,
sein'y for expart, ‘o anet worli siandards.

(5) 1he Agriculturnl Researci. Instituta is resporeilN ¢ for
p-moting agriculture]l irdestrica.

(6) o Steimtical 0flice coupiies elatisticel data hoth
froa slrasdy extedlishad ivdustiies amt W its own
imicpaciont sem.s,

Bthionia hag ar edge over mswy Africar countries in that Addie Ababa,
the cerital, is the seat of mmerous X orgenigaiions as well as enbessies.
Thie wakes exclanges ot information 1olatively simple.




Problems: (1) There is a dire need for a unified industrial

information syctem.

(2) Somec information 15 distorted by cstablished
indusiries - giving wrong data to protect
themselves againct the tux.an. 50 a probles
arises as to how to obtain accurate information

to help researchers.

(3) There is 2 need and a problem to ascertain as
to what the public considers as the most ‘
important information. _ ‘ ?
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