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This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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le  Under resolutior 29(IV), adopted by the Industrial Development Board at its
fourth session, the Execu‘ive Director was Tequested to undertake the preparatory
work for the proposed Special International Conference of UNIDO including the pre-
paration of the drcumentation ard the neczssary contacts and comsultations. By the
smze resolution, an Advisory Cosmittee for the Conference was vetablished, composed
of the members of the Bureau of the fourth sersion of tiwi Industrial Development Beard
vhich was given the sandate of reviewing tho progress sf the preparation for the
Conference and of meking any recommendations thereor to the Executive Director. The
Advinory Committee held throe Sessions;in Vienna o 10 and 1! Juiy 1970, in Prague on
17 ard 18 December 1970 and again in Vierma from 22 to 24 March 1971s  The reoperts
of these sessions were circulated to Goverrmnents as Alie-Mémoires Nrs. 1y 5 and *,

2. The statement to he mede to the Board by Mr. Z. Sedivy, Chairman of the Adviory
Committes, will provide it with detailsd informatior. on the preparations for the
Conference. Govermments were also kept contimously informed of the pregress of the
preparations through the medium of Alde-Némoires, which were issued periodically by
the sesretariat. The first of shese Alde=Mémoires was ismuoc an 17 July 1970 and the
last one, No.7, on 1 April 1971, A 1list of the Aido-Mimcires appears as an annex to
this dooument. The following report will thus be confined %0 a brief sutling o7 the
highlights o the activities of the secretariat, which were undertuken cithor upon
the recomzendations of, or in nlose consultation with, the Advisory Committee,

R 3¢ Acting upon the instructions contaimed in the above-mentioned resolution, a

| ' ciroular inquiry was addressed to Jovermments by the Executive Director on 8 Yoy 1970
i as to their preference for the date of convening the Spocial Intermational Conference,
: Pollowing this inquiry, the EBxecutive Director reported to the twenty-fifth session
of the Genersl Assembly that the Rajority of the Governments were in favour of holding

the Conference in June 1971, immediately following the fifth nession of the Industrial
3 Development Board.

4. The subject of the Conference was debated at the forty-rirth gsesaion of the
Bcomomic and Social Council ard at the twenty-fifth session of the Goneral Asgembly
i which, in its resolution 2638 (m), approved the recommerdations of the Industrial

' Development Board on the holding of the Conferercc. Subsequont to the deeision of

the Geroral Assembly, thec secrotariat undertook the followirge action.




5. By n lctter ~f the Exccutive Divector, dated 18 December 1370, Govermments and
interested organizations werc irvited to inform the secretariat about their participa-

tion in the Coanfeorerce and the coaumpcsitian of their delegations.

. Op 31 Ducembor 1970, a lotter was addreescd to Govermmerts and intercried
nrganizations inviting them to submit ky 1 March 1571 their preliminary views and
commonts on the agerda items of the Conforence. Te facilitate the preparation of

their replies, Govermments were provided with Packground documentstion on the Conference
including 2 paper Py the sooretarist that contained some reflecticns an the various
{ssuos to be deslt with hy the Cerforence (Aide=Mémoire Nc.4). Upon the recommends-
tion of the Advisory Committee, the secretariat also circulated o Jovermments a brief
digest of the activities of UNIDO since its establishment inm 1967 and a synthesis of
the vicws expressed by the Industrial Development Board and ether leginlative hodies

on the past activities and future programme of UNIDO (Aide-Mémoire Noub).

7. In the meantime, the Fxcoutive Director and other officials of the sooretarist
engaged in contacts and consultationms with Govermments, either throngh their dslegy-
tione in Vienma, or on tho oceasion of visits of govmnt afficials to UNIDO
pondquarters, or through visits of secretariat cffioials to countries end inter—
sovermcntal noetings which dealt with the subject of the Cenference.

8. A first synthesie document, based on replies received from Gevornments as of the
out-off date of 12 March 1971 and the statements and declaratiors that emerged from
the meetings of geographiocal groupings, was prepared by the secretariat and issued on
29 March 1971 under symbol ID/SCU/2.

9, In view of the limited rnumber ef replies recelved from Governments as of the
oul=off date, ard upon the rvecommendation of the Advisory Committee at its third
sesaion, the secretariat ruriher invited Goverrments that had nct sent in replies to
mibrit thelr comments with a rnew cus-off date of 20 April 1971. Subsequently, an
up~dated version of the first synthesis document was propared, incorperating all
material received from Governrents individually or collectively., This doocument,
which was issued on 6 May 1971 under the syubol ID/8CU/2/Rev.1, constitutes the basic

docunent for consultations ox tho Couference by Covernments.




1C. Subsequently, » summary documert, sapping ocut the positions of Gevermments orn
the key issues on the agenda of thc Conference, was prepared by the secretariat and
issued on 20 Mey 1971 as document ID/SCU/3.

1l. Throughout this perind, the secretariat contimied comsultations and discussicrs
with Govermments and was at thc disposal of Goeverments and geographical groupings to
facilitate in every wiw intergovermmentnl ccasultationms.

12. With the opening of ‘% session of the Working Group om 10 Wy 1971, the preparn-
tion for the Conference ontered the decisive stage of negotiations. it the proposal
of the Chairean, the Working Group, noting the rocoumerdation wede by the Advisory
Committee in ite third session, invited Govermments and geogrephical groupings to
ongage in negotiations on the Conference ocutside the mormal sessions of the Working
Oroup, the secretariat providing the neccssary fu.ilities and being at the disposal
o1 delegations in conmexion with these negotiations.

1J. As regards the presout session of the Industrial Developmens Board, the Executive
Director would like to refer to document ID/WOPC/L.16, distriduted to delegations on
10 ¥ay 1971, in which he recalled that under Genefal Assembly reselution 2638 (XXV),
the Board was requested %0 take active prrt in the proparatory work for the Conference
and that, acting upon this resolution, the Advisory Committes recommenied in the repert
on its third session that the Board consider the item on the agerda concerning the
Conferiace uwly in its session,

14. It was further recalled in the same document that the Advieery Committos had
considored that it would be most helpful if the remilts of the negotiations Petwesn
Governmeants and geograpbical groupings wero mado nvailable te the Conference before
its opening. This report of the Advisory Committee indicated three altermatives for
the preparation of such a document, one of which being that the Board itself uight
wish to undertake its preparstion.

15. 1In olosing, the Executive Director wishee to express his gratitude to the
distinguished Chairman and members of the Advisory Committee for the most helpful
~ co=0peration which the secretariat received from ther: in the preparation of the
Conference.









