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* The views and opinions expressed in this paper are those of the suthor and
do not necessarily reflect the views of the secrestariat of UNIDO,
This dooument has been reproduced without formal editing.
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Belize is a small English-speaking country in Central
America with a emall population of less than 200,000. It is
bounded on the north by Mexico and on the Weat and South by
Guatemala. Of the 8,000 square milas of total area of the
country, only two of the eight districts, comprising of
Corozal and Orange Walk covering an area of 2,547 square
miles are devoted to sugar cane., This northern part of the
country has proven over the last 10 years to be most adequate
for sugar cane production. Most of the cane being produced
at the moment finds itself within a strip of about 50 miles
long by 20 miles wide whare some 60,000 acres are planted in
soattered fashion ranging from %5 to 100 acre plots belonging
to 4,000 independent Cane Farmers.

The Sugar RBoard is recponsible for imsu.ng lioences to
cane farmers in relation to the capacity of the two sugar
factories which, together, produce about 110,000 long tone
of sugar and 30,000 tons of molasses per crop., Because of
these oonatraints on the expansion of sugar cane production
the 60,000 acres can produce more cane than the factories '
ocan grind in & normal crop. But in spite of this, and as is
customary for those of us that are involved in sugar, to live )
in hopes for better timem, there are more than 1,000 farmers
who have planted another 4,000 acres of sugar cane which do
not have a market,
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Helize in a smnll Enplish-apeaking country in Central Americn with a population
af 150,000,

The importation of ranoline for fuel ecinger a drain on the regourcen of the
country while augar accounts for about 0 per cant of total exporte and ir the most
important dollar earner,

The north of Relize has proven over the past aquarter of s century to he mont
suitable for nugar cane production, and the present acreage of 10,000 in the handn
of the prenent 4,000 cane famers is producing more cane than the twn factories
can prind,

Apart from the present licenced cane farmers there nre at least another 1,000
farmera(wiilh at least another 1,000 acres of extra cane) who are hoping to herome
part of the naugar industry in the event of an expannion,

But expansion beyond our export commiiments of 110,000 tons to the Kuropean
Fconomic Community and International Supar Association appears to be remote, Our
only hope is the pommibility of another product,. This could well be fermentation

alerhol, provided the economics of such production were favourable,

*  The viewn and opionione expresned in this paper are those of the author and
do not neccasarily reflect the viewn of the mecretariat of !NIDO. This document
hane been reproduced without formal editing.

##  Jecretary, Belisze Dugar Roard, Corozal Town, Uelize,
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Belise aleso produces an average of about 30,000 long tone of mnlanmses,
mont of which iy oxported to the USA,

Relige welcomes inventore who are willing to work along with the Relisean
farmers with & view to the esonomic dovelopment of the country and at the came

{ime meet o world necd,



The two sugar faoiories of Beliss are owned by a eub-
sidiary of Tate and Lyle. The emaller and more efficient ie
lpoatod in the Corozal Distriot about 15 miles away from the
.Mexioan bdrder,'utod at 45,000 tons sugar per crop. The
other, more modern in design, located 25 miles away, in the
Orangs Walk Distriot, is rated at 65,000 tons mugar per orop
with expansion capacity to 100,000 tons sugsr per crop.
Between the two factories a total of 30,000 tons molasees
per crop are produced.

Under the terms of the Lome Convention, Belige was
granted a sugar quota of 40,000 tons whioh we have been ex-
porting without fail, to the United Kingdom. Under the
terms of the International Sugar Agreament Belige falle
under the category of emall oountries entitled to 70,000 tons
a8 our basic export tonnage. Mowt of this sugar is exported
to our geographically natural buyer, the United States of
Amerioa.

Sugar production, whioh, in 1959 acoounted for a mere
6 p rocent of Oross Domestic ’roduce, has now : men to nearly
20 peroent. Cane acreage which was 13 percent of the total
area under oultivation in the country in 1961, is now more
like 33 percent. The number of people oocoupied in ‘he pro-
duotion of sugar, including oane farmers, now repreeents
about 15% of the total labo .orce of the country and above
454 of those employed in agriculture. Export earnings of
sugar roee from 22% by value of total domestio exporte in
1960 to some 62% in 1974, The zross earnings of Cane Parmers
rose from $917,000 in 1960 to $47 1/4 million in 1975.




In view of the presen’ trend in world production and con-
sumption of sugar it would appear to be very remote indeed, the
chuncon\for an inorease of our export quotas in the foreseeable
future. Belize is therefore at a standstill as regards to sales
of sugar in the face of over-production of the raw material.

We therefore look with great expactations to the possible pro-
duction of Fermentation Alcohol as a ray of hope, provided of

course, the economics of such a venture prove to be feasible,

As far as consumption of Fermentation Alcohol is concerned,
it i# still eomething new to us and we are of the opinion that
feasibility studies would have to be carried out as to its domes~
tic uses and poesibly its exportas,

It is for economic reasons, coupled with the potential for
higher production of sugar cane that we vanture tc say that
Permentation Alcohol has a future in Belize. But to achieve
success our country welcomes investors who are willing tc work
along with the producers of t+ e raw material, a:d possibly to
advise on the technical aspecis of this promising new industry.
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