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Bali«e is a email Bnglish-speaking country in Ont ral 

Amerio a with a amall population of lose than 200,000.    It  it 

bounded on the north by Mexico and on the Weat and South by 

Guatemala.    Of the 8,000 square mil«a of total area of the 

country, only two of the eight district», comprising of 

Corosal and Orange Walk covering an area of 2,^47 square 

nilea are devoted to sugar cane.    This northern part of the 

country has proven over the last  30 years to be most adequate 

for sugar cane production.    Most of the cane being produced 

at the moment finds itself within a strip of about ^0 mile« 

long by 20 miles wide where Borne 60,000 acres are planted in 

Mattered fashion ranging from r> to 100 acre plots belonging 

to 4,000 independent Cane Farmers. 

The Sugar Board  ia responsible for issuing lioenoe» to 

cane farmers in relation to the capacity of the two sugar 

factories which, together,  produce about  110,000 long tona 

of sugar and 30,000 tons of molasses per crop.    Because of 

these constraints on the expansion of sugar cane production 

the 60,000 acres can produce more cane than the factories 

can grind in a normal crop.    But in spite of this, and as is 

customary for those of us that are involved in sugar,  to live 

in hopea for better times, there are more than 1,000 farmers 

who have planted another 4,000 acres of sugar cane which do 

not have a market. 
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POTKNTIA!, l''OR  KKRMKNTATTON ALCOHOL PHODHCT! ON   IN BKLITW* 

by 

A. f..  kyusp** 

«filile in a nmnl 1  KnrìirOi-npeakinr country in Contrai   America with  a population 
or  ",r,0,000. 

The importation of ranoline  for fuel  reuses a drain on t»i« msourcen of   the 

country while nupar accounts for about  <>0 per cent of total   exports and  is the moat 
important dollar earner. 

The north of Belize han proven over + he past rniarter of * century  to he mont 

suitable for mvrar rano production,  and tho present acreage of 'i0,000 in the handn 

of the prenant /ItO00 cano fanners íR producing more cano than the two  factories 
can prind. 

Apart  from the prenant licenced nana farmers there are at leant another 1,000 

farmene wit h at  leant another ^,000 acres of extra cane)  who are hoping to become 

part of the fiutar industry in the event of an expanni on. 

But expannion beyond our export commitments of 110,000 tons to the Kuropean 

Kconomic Community and International Su/rar Association appears to be remote.    Our 

only hope is the possibility of another product. Thin could well   be fermentation 

alcohol, provided  the economics of such  production were favourable. 

»      The viewn and  opionionr. exprennod   in thin papor am those of th«? author and 
do not necooparily reflect tho vicwr. of the secretariat of KNIIX).     This document 
hfxf.t been reproduced without   formal   editing. 

*•    Secretary,  Beline Sugar Board,  Corozal Town,   Belize. 
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Heli«e also produced an average of about }0,000 long tone of molaneeB, 

moot of which io  exported to the UKA. 

Reliar wolcomoB inventori; who are willing to work alonß with the Beliaean 

f armera with a view to th^ economie development of the country and at the rame 

time moot a world   need. 
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Th« two augur faotoriss of Belies are owned by a sub- 

•idiary of Tate and Lyle.   Th« smallar and more effioient is 

located in the Corosal Dietrlot about 1«) milei away from the 

Mexioan border, rated at 4r>,000 tone sugar per crop.   The 

other,  more modern in design,  looated 25 miles away, in the 

Orange Walk Dietriot,  is rated at 65,000 tons ougar per crop 

with expansion capacity to 100,000 tons sugar per crop. 

Between the two factories a total of 30,000 tons molasses 
per crop are produced. 

Under the terme of the Lome Convention, Bel i se was 

granted a sugar quota of 40,000 tons whioh we have been ex- 

porting without fail,  to the United Kingdom.    Under the 

terms of the International Sugar Agreement Balise falls 

under the oategory of small oountries entitled to 70,000 tons 

as our baslo export tonnage.    Molt  of this sugar is exported 

to our geographically natural buyer, the United States of 
Amerio a. 

Sugar production, which, in I959 aooounted for a mere 

6 p> roent of Gross Domestic   'roduoe, has now 1  sen to nearly 

20 peroent.    Cane acreage whioh was 13 peroent of the total 

area under cultivation in the oountry in I96I,    ia now more 

like 33 peroent.   The number of people oooupied in the pro- 

duction of sugar, including oane farmers, now represents 

about  15^ of the total labo'     .orce of the oountry and above 

45^ of those employed in agriculture.    Export earnings of 

sugar rose from 22# by value of total domestio exports in 

I960 to some 62# in I974.   The gross earnings of Cane Parmer« 

rose from 1917,000 in i960 to t47 1/4 million in 1975. 

\ 

^ 
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In view of the present trend in world production and con- 

sumption of sugar it would appear to be very remote indeed, the 

chances for an increase of our export quotas in the foreseeable 

future.    Belize is therefore at a standstill  as regards to salea 

of sugar in the face of over-production of the raw material. 

We therefore look with great expectations to the possible pro- 

duction of Fermentation Alcohol  as a ray of hope, provided of 

course,  the economics of such a venture prove to be feasible. 

As far as consumption of Fermentation Alcohol is concerned, 

it is still something new to UB and we are of th* opinion that 

feasibility studies would have to be carried out as to its domes- 

tic uses and possibly its exports. 

It  is for economic reasons, coupled with the potential for 

higher production of sugar cane that we venture to say that 

Fermentation Alcohol has a future in Belize.    But to achieve 

suocess our country welcomes investors who are willing to work 

along with the producers of t  e raw material, art possibly to 

advise on the technical  aspects of this promising new industry. 

^ 
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