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Ghana is a country waxen is oí  the suae size  us 
the United Kingdom.    It has a population of 10 million   .rid 
women from ~AC¿ of tais,     Ghana shares boundary with countries 
like ioGO on the e^st,  Ivory üOí st on  che v/est and XSyi er 
Volte on the north and the  southern part lies ¿long the 
Atlantic Ocean.    It lies about 5 north of the equator,. 

Before the attainment  of self-Government (indepena^-nce 
of Ohuna) in the ye;x 1957»  Ghana had very few industries 
and the majority of these belonged to foreigners,    öoon after 
political independence,  the Government realized that unless 
the political independence was backed toy an eaonomic one 
the former would land on the recks, and also the country 
might not be able to become economically self reliant.    Por 
this reason an Industrial Development Corporation (IDC) was 
formed for the promotion and development of industries. 
Like many other newly independent African States, Ghana did 
not have enough professional personnels - like experienced 
technologists, engineers,  architects, eoonomists, designers 
etc.    to run the Corporation, it died a premature death, 
oosting the Government a very huge sua of money.    This came 
about because of two main reasons, firstly, the colonials who 
handed power over to these countries did not gear the educa- 
tion of the natives towards economic independence,  so vhe 
countries had no choice except to depend on foreign experts 
whose interests were mainly in selling of their machines 
more than helping the oountries to industrialize.    The result 
was that many industries were set up by the governments them- 
selves upon the advise of so— foreign oountries with big and 
expensive machineries depending more on imported raw materials 
than local ones.    Secondly,  «ven where the appropriate type 
of industries were set up they were not trained, and experienced 
technical local people to man them.    She failure of the ISO 
was a great draw back to Ghana in industrialization to 
begin with, but then, I em happy to say that Qhana o an now 
boast of having about one thousand and ninety (1,090) of both 
servicing and manufacturing industries.    Aere exist in Ghana 
an organization called diana ammufaoturers' Association.    It 
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i« a voluntary organization,  which tries to fight for the 
right of the manufacturing industries.    It has a membership 
of 600 manufacturing industries,  comprising of both small 
and big industries.    The liovernmenj has accorded recognition 
to this body and so it serves  as an advisory body to it, 
having its members serving on many national committees and 
boards which deal with economic planning,   industrial promotiom 
and manpower. 

West African women are known all over the world as 
traders.    In Ghana until five years ago women were mainly 
in control of the retail trade  and they are an economic force 
to reckon with,    ihey sell anything you can find in supermarkets 
or departmental stores.    During the recent seuinar held in 
Accra, the capital of tìhana,  jointly by ï*0 and Council on 
Women and Development for English speaking countries in West 
Africa, with the theme "The Hole of Women in Marketing of 
Agriculture and Marine Produce" it was concluded that women 
traders are the dominant link between food producers and con- 
sumers in West Africa.    The experience, skills, courage and 
perseverance,   and a hardworking, dependable professional 
attitude are all characteristics of women traders which make 
a considerable economic force.    What is more interesting about 
these women is the fact that majority of sry 9C# of the« cannot 
read or write not even in taeir mother tongue. 

Since the call by the Government of Ghana to the indige- 
nous Ghanaians to catch the commanding height of the country's 
economy through industrialization,  the women also accepted the 
challenge,  and as such now we h ive got women who own their own 
industries, both manufacturing and servicing industries, play- 
ing the role of managing directors efficiently.    These women 
are found in the fields of garment manufacture, knitting and 
textiles, leather industries,   (manufacturing bags and shoes), 
food processing,  catering, building, road construction, etc. 
The Ghanaian Women Contractors' Association is quite a force. 
Although some of these women are not architects or engineers 
thsy pay for the services of such qualified and experienced 
personnel,  and manage to get big contracts from the government 
and other big firms.   There is a general observation by the 
financial institutions, the    Government and the firms which 
award oontracts to these woman or help them financially that 
women can often be more reliable than most men.   This is 
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indeed a credit to Ghanaian business women. 

Since the International Women's Year in 1975»   involve- 
ment of women in industries and agriculture has been inten- 
sified by the Ghana National Council on Women and Development 
(NCwD).    This body is a Government Agency formed upon re- 
commendation by the United Nations to  all Govenuiunts as the 
follow up of the International Women's Year,    i'he couneila or 
the oomuiinsions are to  implement the   re commend tions of the 
conference in Mexico.     She UCWD is advisory as well  as func- 
tional in the sense th-t  it advises the  Government on all 
matters affecting women and it is also helping, especially the 
rural women, to have money in their pockets. 

The Council which was inaugurated by the ne..d of otate 
in the year 1976 is composed of 15 members ol which five are 
men.    Majority ox the œuiubu ^  ./ur<   aixointed because of their 
special qualification or  contribution  to He.tion.JL Development. 
In doing this,  account  is taken of evary r^ion's represen- 
tation on  the Council.     The ministries  of finance and .economic 
Planning, Education, Agriculture, Health and Social Welfare 
are also represented.     The NCWD has secretariats in  all the 
nine regions of Ghana,   and all these secretariats have regional 
advisory committees.    The headquarters has four main departments 
namely, Administration,  Research, Counselling department,  and 
a Technical and Economic Unit.    The Council has six committees 
namely education Committee, Women in employment Committee, the 
Home Committee, the Le tal Committee and Projects Committee, 
and each of these committees has drawn up programmes for short 
and long term projects.    The council works with all the existing 
Government departments and institutions which deal with women 
affairs.    This helps to avoid duplication.    A. committee has 
recently been formed to co-ordinate the programmes of all the 
voluntary, woman organisations. 

loom after the inauguration of the Council, a national 
seminar was organised for two weeks lnrmlving the leaders of 
the voluntary woman organisations, on the development of amali 
ama oottmge industries.    Apart from talks from experts on 
hew te start ami run an industry, 00sting, simple accounts 



keeping etc. there were practical demonstrations OD tie-dye 
and Ucoad printing of textiles, production of potash for tne 
uae of indigenous soap manufacturo, washing soup manufacture 
and souci a^ndicrafts. xhe women were informed of the reso- 
lutions parsed at the Hexico confereucu and the plan of -action« 
The women were highly motivated and expressed Uieir sincere 
gratitude to the organizerr  of  ohe  seminar. 

At;  ... follow up of the  seminar all the regional secretaries 
wer¿   i3l:ed to go into the towns and villages to identify any 
existing cottage industry or crafts which require  assistance 
for development.      Appendix Í  shows  some of   the projects which 
the NOWD is assisting.    ïhe Council's Project Committee who 
are exports in various fields go out  to the regions to assess 
the viability of  the projects before recommending  them to the 
council,     dome of these projects are farming and food processing, 
pottery,  weaving of baskets,  oil extraction from either coconut, 
palm kernel or shear butter nuts, baking,  beads work, soap 
manufacture etc.    In order to qualify for foreign financial 
assist.ince the women x« organized into co-operatives.    You would 
be pleased to hear that some women groupa are now receiving 
assistance from U&tlD and IEH?, the former is for farming and 
procejsinj of  "gari" (this is a local instant food prepared 
from CuS..aVa)   and potash for the manufacture of indigenous soap 
usin¿ palm kernel oij..    i'nis  is      v«ry popular toilet soap in 
«/est Africa.    It is black in colour,    ihe total amount of money 
being invested by U3.*JD is $300,000.00.      i'his money will be 
used in   .he purchasing of,  tractors, vehicles, macninery and 
building of comuon service centres,    These common service cen- 
tres are not only meant for procès ing gari;  the building will 
have a lecture hall for the teaching of family planning, nutri- 
tion, literacy,  better ways of farming by qualified agriculture 
extension officers, home science, food preservation and the 
use of  appropriate technology,    i'he building will  also have 
facilities for the storage of raw materials and finished products, 
as well  us a marketing office.    The lecture halls are being 
attached to the proceHsing units in order to overcome the pro- 
blem being faced now in getting especially the rural women, 
to be taught these things. 

The fund given by the HOT has been urne* for the renova- 
tion of basket weaving factory abandon the Chineee after 
the fall of the first Republic, and it is being used both as 
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a production .ina training contre for rural women in b isket 
weaving.    'iîhe ix'UWD is now negotiating for the  employm-nt oï 
a Highly   aulified crafts lesi^ner to coma ov r to  (¿ham 
to help wich ouvelopaent of   Che  crafts tue women   ire  engaged 
in.    fhis UJD will ¡lelo  in producing high qu iiuy  utjility  ,.nd 
cecorativc  orf.rts ¿or export.     He would also  be r- s^onaiule 
lor making contacts over a^as   .or the ex^ortr ;ion ui   .riese 
products,    .is you would s>;o in ^ endix I,  the uo, .en   i.v  ¡ai- 
re: dy in production and   „ae I1JWD is    a^ngin^ ¿or tit or ¿ in 
the regions to  ^ell  ta.^u woia^n'd products Io; liy. 

Fundioj; of >ro.1ectot    One of the constraints encountvj  d oy  Jieae 
v/omen in development of  ¿heir industji.es is .rinunce,    ¿ue-.-.e 
rural women .suv   not considered credit worthy,  but   ;ne uJ'wi) i a 
helping Cue women  to overcome   1 ,is by guar mit  e j.nt, loans for 
them or nnving ¿x-.iints -rom overseas agencies.    The  ownership 
of these projects  belong to  the women L roups,   LU'J   ¿t the be- 
ginning   :ft-r NCWD has manned to ¿et funds  f JJ.   ..   .roup either 
from the  fijvouial  institutions or ov-r-c s     ^uoi^s io nolda 
itself responsible for  the success of   ¡;ho pro.jeet   by ^iviu^ 
technical   .:.:,ist^.nce and supervision until tuo (.roup finisnes 
paying for  .he  investment when  the project ±3 .¿ naed ov r to 
the group.    #ih*>re  it  if a loan from the fin >;cial  institutions 
the money joes b-ok to  them, but where  it is  ;   p.-.nt,   the uouey 
becomes  H r-\ olving fund hele by the NCWD to be uuod for naw 
viable project lor women. 

ïhe problems facing che  NCWD in spoar heading this indus- 
trial development   for v/omen are many but the major ones nre 
finance,   transport  and personnel. 

Rtcomiiendatiens :     io overcome these problems  then   is ne^d for 
the United Jot ion Agencies charged with the -vs,¡ onaibility oi 
the role o¿ women  in industrialization,   co , ull ut   oheir ru- 
sources together,     ïhay   should havs  an of-ice  ..'ito  ^Ualiiied 
personnel for  oue development and pronotion oí   industries for 
women es^ec-•......y in Che developing countries  .men   industria- 
lization ia now  bck.in.iing,    rais will  enable   ^-ie women to take 
advantage o£ rae  situation and get involved along side with the 
Ban.    To acuievtì  this it would mean training programme*, geared 
towards attainment of practical results.   Hei    I would like 
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attention to be dravm to whtt jáconomic üoumission     for Africa 
(104) it alro^dy doing in Addis Ababa, the capital of dtaiopla 
The need to get qualified peraonnel to run the international 
office us well aa those ¿ho will work on the development and 
promotion of industries in the countries cannot be over 
emphasised. 

for funding, I would also like to draw attention to 
ths efiort being nade, (as one of the recommendations in 
Mexico) to set up    Women World Braking by a group of some dedi- 
cated women with the office peesently in Hew York. 

In conclusion,  I would say that with availability of 
funds and qualified technic;d personnel it would not bo diffi- 
cult to uaiiave the soal waich h s benn ..n  ,o involve women 
in industrialization, whether it iu in develop«d or unuer- 
developed countries of the world. 
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