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1.      OR.T ITITI Vi:!, FUMÎTÏOWS AHI) BTPUCTURE OF IMOO 

i • J  fil'JrrAü'iLiiüiL ì ' viiüon r ' 
.1      The .Tt.tcr-Or)vorrimonta.l. Maritime Consultativo Organisiation io a 

fJpoo.iaJizcd Agency of the UDì ted Nations whose activities aro enti- 

rely in the maritime field.    The Organisation'B objeotiveo,  as pro- 

vided for in Artiole 1 of ita Convention (as amended in 1975) arc, 

¿iliCJ! «liai to Provide machinery for co-operation among governments 

in ihr field of governmental regulation« and practices relating to 

technical, mat tern of all kindB affecting ohippinc encoged in inter- 

na llona.!  trade, to encourage the general adoption of the highest 

practicable stmidiirdo in mattere concerning maritime safety and 

efficiency of navigation und the prevention and control of marine 

pollution from ships, and to deal with legal matters related thereto. 

.?      One of the important functione of IMCO is to provide for the 

drafting of conventions,  rgrcomento or other oui table inati*uraente, 

end to convene conferences to adopt ouch inntruuonts.    At present 

there arc fifteen Conventions and similar instrumenta (see 1.4.2) 

related to ship design, conutruction and equipment, for whioh IMCO 

performs depositary functions. 

• 5      In addition, there are a number of codes, recommendations and 

guidelines, which relate also to ship design, construction and 

equipment, includine stability and subdivision requirements. 
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1. 2      Mctlll»Cf;lhjj 

.1      ITVJO io open to mfribtrivMi» by all Stato Mrmboro of the United 

Nat i o on ,ujd by other Stntoc in aocordanoo with the udraiosion pro- 

cedure:} oontiunt'tl in 1-ho TMCO Convention.    There are at prc?Btiit 107 

ful i Mctnbíivn of üi« Orf-;anlv.n.l.i.on and one AocooJato Member, which 

includo j>rtK!tii:alIy all nationo in the world interewted in maritime 

affuirn. 

M   Vrlwiyp-l Orrçmn of If ICO 

,X     'n>ü following aro the principal organo of IMGOt 

- Aoocmbly 

- Council 

- Maritime Safety Commit ten (MSC) 

- Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) 

- Legal Committee 

- Facilitation Committee 

- Committee on Technical Co-operation. 

'•*  The AoBombJy ia the supremo Governing body of the Organisation. 

It determines the policy of the Organization, decides upon the work 

programma and votes the budget to which Members of the Organization 

contribute. It recommends to Member Statou the adoption of regulation« 

concerning mari Lime safety and prevention and control of marin» pollution. 

The Asrorubly is composed of all Membor States and normally moot« one« 

ovory two years. 

•3  Tho Council consists of twenty-four Member States eleoted by 

the Aueombly for a term of two years. Bubjeot to the authority of 

the Assembly, it supervises the execution of the work programma of 

th« Organization and performs the functions of the governing body 

between oeouiono of tho Assembly. 

»4  The Maritime Safety Committee. (MSC) is open to all Membor State« 

of tho Urgani'/atIon an wall no to States which are Portion to 

convenu one in renwect of which the Committee perforino function«. It 

in roHponoiblp for adininiotering and co-ordinating the aotivltio« of 

the Organization relating to the technical work of the Organisation, 

t 
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com;erning jc-.riUiaa r.al't.áy and in paiL.ùiuIar ship decign and 

count ruction,  ríTicicücy of naviga i, i.uu und r.afe carriage of 

cargo.    The Con  ittoc perfonna i i a l'unntions mainly through 

ito Sub-Cornmitto^j and othrr subsidiary Lvjdirjn. 

.5     At precent- ¡'.hero arc Iwulve Sub-Committees of the Maritime 
Safety C01rupitl.ro, ns follows: 

- Sub-Commi t. tee on Ship Derjign and Equipment (DB) 

- Sub-Coinmi ttco on Fire Protection (FP) 

- Sub-Couwiitteo on Subdivision, Stability and Load Lines (8TAB) 

- Sub-Committee on Safety of Pishing VCBBíO.C (PPV) 

- 8ub-Committ6e on BuLk Chemicals (UCH) (which is aleo * 
subsidiary body of th-ï IffiPC) 

- Sub-Coasrjitteo on Lifo Saving Appliances (LSA) 

- Sub-Commi ttoe on Radiocoinniunication8 (COM) 

- Sub-CoDimittoe on Safety of Navigation (NAV) 

- Sub-Coauittee on Containers and Cargoes (BC) 

- Sub-Coütoittse on the Carriage of Eangeroue Goods (CDO) 

- Sub-Committee on Standards of Training and Vatohkeepinß (STW) 

.6     She Committee further looks seriously into the question of 

sub-standard ships and their control and has adopted for this purpost 

. procedures for the control of ships (Résolution A.32l(lX)).    Ths 

Committee also   looks in depth into serious casualties of ships 

and has established a permanent working group on casualty statistics. 

•7     The Marine Environment Protection CücnnUtee (l-ÍEPC) is a permanent 

subsidiary organ of the Acoerably whose membership is open to all Member 

States of IMCO as well as to States which are Parties to tho conventions 

in rospect of which the Committee performs functions.    It is responsible 

for administering and co-ordinating the activities of IMCO relating to 

the prevention and control of marine pollution from ships, vessels and 
other equjpmont operating in the marine environment. 



-5 - 

•8     ff"-T''^ ^."^.'•1ijg ia a r.iib:u..nary body of tho Council and 
is ob;uv.:( J with ilio eonrddnration cf legal matter? of concern to 

the Orcw;i./.iil.Lon.    Thn Local Coa..ittee is opon to i-arlicipation 
by all Ti "ùbur Statoti of IMCO. 

•9     The iiVcJ 1.1 t.-i-?-.jon .(io^'TittHo it? a eubuidiary body of the Council 

established to advise tho Council on matter!; relating to tho facilitation 

of maritime traffic.    It aleo px-ovidec advice to tho Secretary-General 

of tho Organisation in relation to hiß functions undor tho Convention 

for tho Facilitation of International Maritime Traffic, 1965. 

Membership to this Committee is opon to all Members of IMCO as well 

at to Btatce Parties to the Facilitation Convention. 

•10   23«? ConrnUtoe on Technical Co-operation is a subsidiary body of 

the Council und porfoms advisory functions in rospeot of IMCO's programa« 

of teolinlcal asBistrmoo to developing countries.    Membership of the 
Goaaittec io open to all Member States of IMCO. 

.11   Otlior Bodies 

In addition, IMCO providea secretariat services for the following 
bodicci 

- Consultative Meeting of Contracting Parties to the Convention 

on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and 
Othor Mattel' (LDC) 

- Preparatory Committee on the International Maritime Satellit« 
Organization (INMARSAT). 

.12   It should bo noted that most of the Conventions and other instruments 

»ferrod to in paragraph 2 above contain provisions wliich call upon DCO 

organs to perform functiono in relation to nuch instruments.    Por instano«, 

the IMCO Assembly, I1SC or MEPC iu designated as an organ to adopt amendments 
to the relevant Convention.    Thua there is a close link between the 

activities of the IMCO organo and the administration of Conventions. 
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1*4   jFtojofjonn end Iter.rongJhil.Hy of Jibe ttocrntnvlnt 

1.4.1 The- main functions and rorponaibilily of the F\!Crolarlat nit» 

to provide nervines  to ojirry oui Ilio vorl. nrogr.<wno of the 

Organisation, which inoludo üK-í following: 

.1      to provide the normal Secretarial, and other fuciliti co 

required In the preparation for conferences, noe tinea 

of IMCO bodjea and other mon tingo convened by IMCO ani 

for the vrk of Lhouc* meetings.    Miese facilitiea include, 

in particular, the provision of background documentation 

and conference facilities of all kinds; 

.2      to organise the necensary follow-up action arising from 

tho work of those meetings; 

•5      to perform depositary and other functions conferred upon 

the Secretary-General in respect of Conventions and other 
international instruments; 

.4     to provide appropriato information and services to governments 

in connexion with consequential action necessary to implement 

decisions or recommendations by, or arising from tho work 

Of IMCO organa, bodies and conforme on; 

.5      to represent the Organi» tion at meetings . id oonforonoee 

of the United Nation* and othe,- specialised ngonoies, M 

veil as intor-governmental ruid non-governmental organisations 

in consultative status with H-ÎC0,  when natters of mutual 

interest to both organisations arc under consideration! 

.6      to organize and execute the technical co-operation programme 

•ithor by securing and co-ordinating contribution of experts, 

«id donor agencies and governments or, whore necessary or 

appropriate, by providing the required technical, loßal or 

administrative expertise to governments and institutions 
on request. 

t 
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1.4*2   Statua of Oonv«nLi.c;:i¿i and o UH.-y. international instrumento 

attintili;* to Ship Eo-i/'u, Con:-; ¡„ruction and Equipment, for 

.which IKCO performs Ûr.iKuiiî-try and Secretariat Functions 

and tfooii ijiLQïiiincnir.  (as at 3"l December Ic;7o). 

1*4* 2« 1     Conventions 

.1  The International Convention for tho Safety of Lifo 

at Sea, 1943 - Kntry into force 19 November 1952. 

.2  The International Convention for the ßaföty of Life 

at Sea, I960 - Entry into force 26 May I965. 

(1) 1966 Amendments Not yet in foroe 

(2) 1967 Amenamente » 

(3) I96Q Amendments M 

(4) I969 Amendments M 

(5) I97I Amendments " 

(6) I973 Amenamente (General) w 

(7) 1973 Amendments (Grain) M 

• 3  The International Convention for tht Safoty of Lift 

at Soa, 1974 - Not yet into foroo. 

•4  Protoool of 1978 relating to tho International 

Convention for the Safety of Life at Boa, I974 - 

Hot yet in force. 

• 5  The Convention on the International Regulations fox* 

Preventinc Collisione at Sea, 1972 - Entry into foroe 

15 July 1977. 

•6  The International Convention on Load Lineo, 1966 - 

Sntry into force 21 July I968 

(1) I97I Amendments       Not yot in force 

(2) I975 Amendments •• 

•7  She International Convention for the Tonnage Measureaent 

of Ships, 1969 - Not yot in forco. 

.8  The Special Trade Passenger Shipo Agreement, I971 . 

•»try into force 2 January 1974. 

Í 
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• 9     The Pro! .-.col on S ors.-, e ïiequ.lru!>,cnts for Special 

Trade Vï.î:UC\î*OV Ships,  1973 - uîntry into force 

? June 19/7. 

.10   Tho Internati oïial Convention for Safe Containers, 

I972 - Eitry into force 6 September 1977. 

.11   The ToruxiLolinoo Inttii-national Convention for the 

Safety of ïiehing Vcfjoele, 1977 - Not yet in fore«. 

.12   The Inlornational Cou ven Lion for the Prevention of 

Pollution of the Sua by Oil, 19^4,  as amended - 

Entry into force ?6 May 1958; I962 Amendments 10 May 
and 28 Juno I967. 

(1) 190 Amendmentn 20 January 1978 

(2) I97I (Great Barrier 
Reef) Amcridmuntn Not yet in force 

(3) 1971 (Tanks) Amendment! « 

.13   The International Convontion for the Prevention of 

Pollution from Ships,  1973 - Not yet in force. 

.14   Protocol of 1978 relating to the International 

Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from 

8hip8, I973 - Not yet in force. 

.15   International Convention on the International 

Maritime Satellite Organization (INMARSAT), 1976 - 
Mot yet in force. 

1.4.2.Î Code« 

.1  Code for tho Construction and Equipment of Ship« 

Carrying Dangerous Chemicale in Bulk (Res. A.212(VIl)). 

.2  Code for the Construction and Equipment of Snipe 

Carrying Liquified Gases in Bulk (Rea. A.320(lX)). 

.3  Code for Existing Ship» Carrying Liquified Gasee 

in Bulk. 

.4  Code of Safety for Dynamically Supported Craft 

(Ros, A.373U)). 

.5  Code of Safety for Mobile Off-Shore Drilling units 

(to be adopted). 

.6 Code of Safety for Nuclear Merohant Ships (under 

development). 

.7  Code of Safety for Fisherman and Fiohing Vessels, 

Part B. 
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?..      THE INTACT C? TMCO RFX¿U].R :,¿UI.T3 CN TUB flSSJtCM, COfeSTßüCTTO» AMU 

EQUIPMENT OF CERTAIN TYJ'KÍJ OF VEiîSîïLS 

In the following refe-ronco iü ado to a nvrHy-.v o typet; of versela 

on which requirements adopted or tontcmplatvd by IMCO could bo 

considered influential or their d^si&Ti, construction or equipment. 

2.1 Pasrscnrer Ships 

.1  Not so long ago a eerles of pevere fires occurred in passenger 

•hips, involving heavy losa of life. This prompted UÎOO in I967 to 

improve and complement to quite a considerable extunt the fire pro- 

tection provisions of the I960 Safety Convention by requiring in 

new passenger ships carrying more than 36 paesenjers, by the addition 

of Part n to Chapter II, inter -alia", either the installation of auto- 

natie sprinkler and fire detention 3ystem3 or the extended use of 

non-oouibustible material in accommodation apaces. Other requirements 

are those on separation of spacer such as control roomo, machinery, 

oargo and service spaces from accommodation spaces, as well as 

arrangements for flammable oils and protection of special category 

•paces, i.e. spaces into which and from which care can be driven 

by neano of their own propulsion. These provisions are now embodied 

in Chapter II-2 of the 1974 Safety Convention as Part B. Althou|to 

these requirements are not in force so far, the necessity for 

improved fire safety to modern standards in the interior design 

of ships is clearly recognized and new passenger ships are normally 

built to the new IMCO standards, which has greatly contributed, to 

the prevention of major fire casualties in such ships. 

.2  Following a recommendation by the Safety Conference in I960, 

2MC0 reviewed the subdivision and damage stability requirements for 

passenger ships with a view to improving these standards in the light 

of modern scientific approaches. After extensive research and 

consideration, in 1973 the Regulations on Subdivision and Stability 

of Passenger Ships as an Equivalent to Part B of Chapter II of the 

International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, i960, were 

adopted. Those regulations arc completely different from those 

etipulated in the I960 Convention in as much as the philosophy of 

probability of survival is the governing factor for evaluating the 
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built-in safety provided by the vnricur; coii^rtmentn innfceud of 

ftPp'lyin¿'.   n;j hf ilir.-vl.'i,  mLnitmuu x   juirr'iientn unifor,  .y  lo all 

compari !m»it:i of the vonnol.    It i n «aid  l.hit p. special  featuro 

of fchlrj M.W net of r.-quirora.-nl-.u i.a thai it u^-vidos drnieners 

with movo freedom in rtospnot of thfi arrangement* of watortiGÍrt 

bulkhr-rdu in tho-vestita.    The new regulations are in particular 

drafted ul-o  to taire; account of loncitudíi.al   subdivision in the 

doDiijn of roll-on/roLl-off cur ferries. 

• 3      In order to próvido the necesnary doaien flexibility in 

a particular- type of roll-on/roll-off pasoenßor ship for the 

transport of commoreifil vehicles includine their drivera in 

excess of 12,  IMCO recently issued a recommerulatian to ensure 

uniform treatment of the SOUS requirement;- for mich ships in 

respect of providing watertight doors between cargo spaces.    In 

order to achieve an equivalent level of safety, a number of 

additional safety roqutremento have to bo complied with,  such as 

the fittili« of the watortJßht doors an near as possible to the 

centre i ine,  clonine of the door« before loavinc port together 

with remoto indications that the doors are cloned at sea and fire 

protection to oloudiutln laic] Oow-  in Part II, Chapt' - II of the 

I960 Safety Convention. 

2.2   Oil Tonkrrn 

.1     Around the bucinine of thin decade a number of explosions 

in very larje crude t«niters pointed to the need for precautionary 

••asures    to bo taken to prevent,  if possible,  such accidents. 

Following quite extono.i ve research in which the industry also 

participated ihrer      the International Chamber of Shipping, in 

I97I IMCO adopted a recommendation concernine fire safety moasuros 

for new tank-rs which, to cope with the rink of explosions, provided 

for the installation of inert gas oyotome,  as well as fixed deck 

foam systenu,for tho protection of the careo tank deck area.    This 

recommendation also relates to structural  fire protection for 

accommodation and other opacen which w«n developed uoinff the philo- 

sophy adopted for the pasBungor ships in Part H, referred to above. 

i 
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However, emphasis WHB given to particular hazards whioh could 

bo oxpect.îd for tankorn in aa much as, amongnt other things, the 

front bulkhead and part of the nido WBIIB of accommodation 

epacea aft aro required to be of high fire resisting capability. 

.2  l'ho recommendation wae under constant review, taking into 

account any further results of on-going research 'and in 1973 a 

completo revised text was adopted. In 1975 additional requirements 

on cargo tank protection in respect of vessels smaller than those 

referred to in the original recommendation were adopted. 

•3  Of considerable impact on the design of oil tankers will be 

the requirements for minimizing oil pollution due to side and 

bottom damage. These requirements*are intended to be as flexible 

as poosible in the arrangements of tanks since the main parameter 

is the amount of oil considered to be released in the sea in the 

event of damage. They were adopted in 1971 as amendments to the 

1954 Oil Pollution Convention and incorporated in the 1973 Marine 

Pollution Convention. This latter Convention also requires that a 

new oil tankor be so designed as to remain afloat after certain 

assumed damage to its hull. All theso provioions will influenee 

arrangement of tanice and other watertight compartments, but the 

biggeot impact on tanker design oould be the requirements of the 

1973 Marino Pollution Convention for tankers of 70,000 tons dead- 

weight and above to be provided with segregated ballast tanks, 

which means that considerable additional tank spaces have to be 

set anide for clean water ballast to be used during the ballast 

voyage, thus increasing the size of the ship, perhaps up to the 

order of 309S. 

.4  Under the 1973 Marine Pollution Convention, all oil-oarryinf 

ships will be requirod to be capable of operating with the method 

of retention on board of oil residues in association with the 'load- 

on- top' syetera or diucharge to reception facilities. To effeot this, 

all now and oxiöting oil tankers and other ships will, with certain 

oxooptione be required to bo fitted with appropriate equipment, 

which will include an oil discharge monitoring and control system, 

oily-water separating equipment or filtering system, slop tanke, 

sludge tanko, piping and pumping arrangementu. 
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2. J    Chemical Trì^nrs 

Having rfcfar-d.  to the particular hazards associated with tho 

transport of dangerous liquid chemicals   n bulk,  in 1%0 I 00 began 

drawing up a cod',1 for the construction and equipment of ouch ships', 

which was adopted in" 1971 by the IMCO Assembly.    Thin code introduced 

quite a number of new feature's,  the most outstanding probably being tho 

ship type concept.    According to this concept,  chemicals moat hazardous 

to the crew and environment have to be transported in Type I ships, 

those with properties leca harmful in Type II and those which would 

have little effect on crew and environment in Type III ships.    In essonoe 

chemical tankero have to be designed BO that the release of cargo in oaao 

of stranding or collision ic most unlikely in Type I vessels, with 

lesser degrees of probability in respect of ship Types II and III 
respectively. 

2.4 Gas Carriers 

Sinne 1971 IMCO has concentrated on the development of a code for 
tho construction and equipment of ships carrying liquified gases in 

bulk.    This code is much more comprehensive than the Bulk Chemical Code 

M it caters not only for the safety of the crew and the vessel but also 

includes to a larger extent requirements for the prevention of pollution 

of the environment due to operational mishaps or by accident.   The 

carriage of liquified gases at very low temperatures also necessitated 

the introduction into this code,  to a considerable extent, of requirements 

for +he material of cargo tanks and associated piping and other equipment 

which is unique as regards international safety requirements.    This oode 

vas adopted by the IMCO Assembly in 1975 and is supplemented by a code 

dealing with minimum safety requirements for existing gas carriers. 

2.5 Dynamically supported craft 

.1     The rapid increase of short distance high-speed passenger ferry 

•ervices by novel types of craft such as hydrofoil boats and air-cushion 

vehicles urçod the Organization to look into the matter of providing 

uniform safety standard« for these vehicles.    An essential factor 

for the design is that the weight of the craft has to be kept as low 

M possible since it has to be lifted above the surface by hydrodynaaic 

forces or compressed air under the body of the craft.    This feature, 



- 13 - 

whioh IB quito different to surface vessels, make» the application 

of tho puvleions of the Safuty    id Load Line Conv   étions difficult 
or impracticable. 

.2     It was therefore decided to develop a code for vehicles carrying 

more than 12 but leca than 450 paosongere with all passengers seated, 

which do not proceed in the couroe of their voyage'more than 100 

ailes from their place of refug« and which may carry motor vehicles 

with fuel in their tanke in epochal catotjory spaces.    The content 

of the oode, which is now finalised, is ooraprehonsive covering such 

items as fire safety, life Having appliunoes, machinery and electrical 

installations, radio communication and navigation equipmont, remote 

control and warning eyetemo, otccrinc compartment layout,  stabilisation 

systotDO, handling controllabili ty and porformanoo and operational and 

maintenance requirements.    Ir order to provide an appropriate level of 

•afety for the craft and realizing that not all traditional methods of 

regulating conventional ships would be acceptable, other approaches, 

suoh as using the probability concept and safety features hitherto 

not applied to ships, such ar strict control of operations,  frequent 

»ftintenance and inspection        erminals, had to be introdueed, which 

in aany reapeott may be comparable with those applied in the aircraft 
induetry. 

2,g   Mbbllo Off-shore Drilling Units 

.1     The rapid expansion of the exploitation of the Continental Shelves, 

in particular the oil drilling activities under adverse weather 

conditions, in waters like the North Sea and the increasing: international 

employment of mobile off-shore drilling units forced IMOO to oonsider 
the draft of safety standards for Buch units. 

.2     Although some work had been done previously in the Organisation, 

•uoh as providing recommendations on fire safety, on life-saving appliances 

and on radio communications, efforts are being made to prepare a 

comprehensive code covering all safety aspects of mobile off-shire 

drilling units.   At the present stage,  it is envisaged that this oode 

will be applied to all new units whethor self-propelled or not, whioh 

are oapablo of engaging in drilling operations for the exploration or 



- 14 - 

exploitation of resource-;:; beneath the sea Led.    Following the present 

clay do3Xg!-j-j,   distinction is made between the  surface type unite,   nelf- 

elevating units and column etabi'i iv.od ani Is.    The codo will cover 

items- laid down in tlio R;-fety and ]   ad Line Conventions and i/i addition 

will deal wii.h indurirli-1 systoras f,nd equipment,  cranes and other 

lifting appliunces, prevention of marine pollution,  temporary uooring 

equipment,  towing arrangements arcó moor inj conci derations for supply 
vessels. 

2.7    Off-nhoro Supply Vessels 

Simultaneously with the consideration of drilling units, priority 

is given to safety considerations for off-shore cupply vessels.    The 

characteristics of off-shore supply, vesocls are,  as is well known, low 

freoboard and comparatively large deck area for the carriage of extended 

deck loads, such as pipes.    These features make ouch vessels vulnerable 

to trapping large amounts of v.-ater on deck,  in particular in and between 

pipes.    It is therefore essential that besides adequate stability for 

such circumstances,  an adequate minimum freeboard at the stern of the 

vessel is also maintained under all trim conditions.    The watertight 

clocinc arrangements on the deck have to be given particular consideration. 

Such considerations are of particular importance for operation in the rough 

weather conditions likely to be encountered in the North Sea.    Consideration 

-has,  furthermori ,   to be given to maintaining sufficient buoyancy in case 

of minor side damage to keep the supply vessel afloat,  as the probability 

exists of collision between supply vessel and drilling rigs due to heavy 

winds and seas.    Another feature is that these craft may be used for 

transporting large numbers of workers employed on the drilling rigs from th» 

rig to shore and vice versa, and it is being debated whether or not in 

these circumstances full compliance wich the paswengor ship requirements 

laid down in Chapter II of the i960 Safety Convention has to be ossumed. 

2.8   Jlshin/r Ver-aela 

.lPishing vessels, particularly in high latitudes such as in North 

European waters, have to operate under rough and adverse weather conditions, 

away from the normal shipping routc3 and therefore the business of fishing 

often becomes especially hazardous both for the fishermen and the vessels. 

Yet it is only recently that international requirements on the safety of 

fishing vessels have beer: agreed.    In i960 the International Labour 
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Organization (TM)),   the Food and Agricultural Organization {HO) and IMGO 

adopted an operational safety ßuido which waB supplemented by detailed 

oafoty requirements for the construct .on and euuipmont,  f fishing vessels« 

devolopod in IMCO,  and adopted at a tripartite inoeting of the throe 

organization« in 1974.    Both documents form the FAO/lLO/lMCO Code 'for* 

Safety of Fishermen arid Fishing Vesuels. 

2.     As a second stop towards enhancing the safety of fishing vessels, 

IMCO decided  to convene a conference in March 1977 for tho purpose of 

adopting an International Convention m\ thia sub.leot.    The draft for this 

convention contains requirements similar to those to "be found for cargo 

chips in the Safety Convention.    On the other hand the Sub-Committee on 

Safety of Floh in^ Vessels which prepared the draft text took advantage 

of the latest IMCO recommendations' related to cargo öhips concerning 

fire safety and requimotntn for machinery airô electrical  installations 

including requirements for basic machinery and unattended machinery 

spaces.    The Sub-Committee, when drafting the convention, also broadly 

included the provisions concerning watertight integrity   of the Load Line 

Convention but no tabulated freeboard for fishing vessels is envisaged. 

It ír¡ believed that if minimum stability requirements are maintained in 

all operating conditions, adequata freeboard for fishing vessels oan be 

assured toge4  er with reasonable oaf   y for men workxnf on deck and from   • 

the ne try of water inco enoioued spaces. 

.3     Some problems may arise with vessels at the lower end of the aise 

range concerning stability requirements on the one hand and fire protection 

on the other, particularly if, in the latter case, such vessels are built 

of materials other than steel.    A number of other requirements such as 

those for machinery and electrical installations may also not be practicable 

for small vessois and therefore di o tine t lone are made in the requirements 

for different sizes of fishing vessels.    A general clause for exemption« 

in particular cases, carefully drafted, was also inoluded in the draft 

convention to provide tho necessary flexibility to permit the practicable 

design and construction of all types of fishing véasele. 
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3.      CONCLUSIONS 

This pap. ^outlines briefly the JI1C0 machinery for formulating international 

Btandfti-üo of ship safety ;-,.-3  t.]„, prevention of cavine pollution from ships. 

In particular, reference ia warte to requirements having an impact on the 

design, eorwtruotion and oquipmonL of vessels.    The IKCO bodies take into 

account the design principila established at the time of drafting euch 

provisions,  but also attempt to provide reasonable flexibility of the 

texts in order to avoid hampering the use of different concepts of design. 

Nevertholcos, in the mari time field,  technical progress in going on all 

the time and it is quite poeciKle that new dcuißn concepts or entirely new 

types of vehicles such as submersibles and catamaran ships will not be 

appropriately covered by current requirements.    To accommodate such cases 

a clause is included in all IMCO conventions and codes which provides for 

administrations to allow any other fittings, material, appliances for the 

vessel, or any other provision to be made, if they are satisfied that they 

are equivalent to the requirements of the convention or code.    When the 

innovations are well established and applied internationally, however,  IMCO 

follows suit in drafting provisions to be applied uniformly worldwide. 

Particular examples of such developments are the Recommendation on roll-on/ 

roll-off veosels carrying commercial vehicles and their drivers in excess 

of 12t the Codes for Dynamically Supported Craft for Mobile Off-shore 

Drilling Unita and for Nuclear Merchant »hips, the latter being under 
development at present. 






