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ORTICTIVE, FUNITTONS ARD STPUCTURE OF DMGO

Qbjeckive s foastions

«1  The Inter-Sovernmental Moritime Consultative Organization is a
fipecializcd Agency of the United Nations whose sclivitics arc enti-
rely in the moritime field. The Organizution's ohjectives, os pro-
vided for in Article 1 of ils Convention (as amended in 1975) are,
duter alia, 1o provide machinery for co-operation agong governments
in the field of governmental regulitions and praclices relating to
technical natters of all kinds affecting shipping engaged in inter-
nalionnl trade, to encourage the general adoption of the highost
procticable slondards in malters concerning maritime safety and
officiency of navigation und the prevention and control of morine
yollulion from shipe, and to deal with legal matters relatcd therecto.

+2 Onc of the important functions of IMCO ir to provide for the
drafting of co.ventions, pgrcoments or other suiieble instruments,

and to convene conferences to adopt such instruvents, At present
there ave fiftcen convenlions and similar instrumenta (ece 1.4.2)

related to ship design, construction and equipment, for whioh IMCO
perforna depoutitary functiona,

«3 In addition, there are a number of codes, recommendations and
cuidelines, which relate also io ship denign, construction and

equipment, including stability end subdivision requiremcnts.




1.2 Mowherhip
.1 GO S0 open to memboechip by all Btate Members of the United
Nationn and by olher States in accordance with the admission pro-
ceduren contuined in the TNCO Convention. There are at presdht 107
full Membona of the Orpanivntion end one Apcociate Mcwber, which
include practically wll nations in the world interewied in mariiime
affoirs.

1.3 Princivel Orpans of TICO
1 'Me folloving are the principal or¢gano of IMOOs

~ Asaoembly

- Council

- Maritime Safoty Committea (MSC)

- Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC)
= Logul Commitiec

- Pacilitation Committlee

~ Committec on Technical Co-operation.

+@  The Angenmbly in ihe supreme governing body of ihe Orgeanisation.
It dotcoyuwines the policy of the Organization, decides upon the work

programe and votes the budget to which Members of the Oxganization
oconiribute. It reccommends to Mcmber Statos the adoption of regulations
converning maritime safoty and prevention and control of marine pollu.tion.
The Asconbly ie composed of all Membor States and nommally meots once
ovory {wo years.

3 The Council consists of twenty-four Momber Btates elected by
the Auscmbly for a term of two years. Subjeot to the suthority of
the Asscmbly, it supervises the execution of the work programme of
the Organization and performs the functions of the governing body
between nescionn of the Assembly,

.4 The Maritime 8nfety Committee (MSC) is open to all Membor Btates
of the Ovrpganivation ao woll as to Stales which are Partien to

oonventions in reapect of which the Committec performs functions. 1t
in responsible for adminiolering and co-ordinaiing the activiiles of
ihe Ovgunization relating to the teochnical work of lhe Organiwution,
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conceming meritdne salely and in pailicular siip decigm and
couslruction, citicicncy of navigotiun und nafe carriare of
oargos The Convittee performs ils {unctions mainly through

ito Sub-Comuittecs and other sabaiuiary bodics,

9 At preszent there are Lwelve Sub-Committees of the Muritime

Bafuty Compitlco, ns follows:

~ Sub-Counittee on Ship Design and Fquipment (DB)

Sub-Commiltee on Iire Protection (FP)

Sub-Comuittee on Subdivision, Stability and Load Lincs (STAB)
Bub~Comniltee on Safety of Fishing Vessels (PFV)

- Bub-Comnittee on Bulk Chemicals (BCH) (which is also a
subsidiory body of ike MEPC)

- Bub-Comnittee on Life Saving Appliances (LSA)

- Bub-Committee on Radiocommunications (CO)

- Bub-Comnmitice on Safety of Navigation (NAV)

- Bub-Comnittee on Containers and Cargoes (BC)

= Sub-Coumrittee on the Carriage of Dangerous Goods (CDG)

= Sub-Committee on Standards of Training and Vatchkoeping (STW)

6 The Committee further looks scriously inio the question of
sub~-standard ships and their control and has adopted for this purpose
. procedures for the control of ships (Resolution A.321(IX)). The
Conmittec also looks in depth into serious casualties of ships
and has established a permancnt working group on casualty statistics.

7 The Marinc Pnvironment Protection Coomiitee (KEPC) is a permanent
subsidiary organ of the Acscmbly whose membership is open to all Member
Btates of IMCO as well as to Statcs which are Parties to the conventions
in rospect of which the Committee performs functions. It is rosponsible
for administering and co-ordinating the activitics of IMCO relating to
the prevention and control of marine pollution from ships, vessels and
other equipmont operating in the marine environment.
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8 T _Touen] Conedee isoa eubuidiarvy body of the Council and
i8 ohurged with the counideration of legal matters of concemn to
the Orgasivation. Tne Legal Cotwiitee is open to jparticipation

by all iinwber Stater of IMCO.

9 Mhe Mecilitition Committee i a subsidiary body of the Council

colabliched to advisc the Council on matters relating to the facilitation
of wariline traffic. It alco providec advice to the Secretary-General

of the Org;vnization in relation to his funclions under the Convention
for the Facilitation of Internationsl Maritime Traffic, 1965.

Membership to this Coumitice is open to all Members of IMCO as well

a8 to Statcs Parlier to the Facilitation Convention.

«10 The Comuittec on Technical Co-operation is a subsidiary body of

the Council und perfoims advicory functions in respect of IMCO's progranme
of technical assistance to developing countries. Membership of the
Comaittec i open io all Member States of IMCO,

+11 Oiler Bodies
In addition, JMCO provides.secretariat services for the following
bodiens
= Conpultative Meeting of Centracting Parties io the Convention
on the Prevenlion of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes and
Othor Matter (LDC)
- Proparatory Committce on the International Maritime Satellite
Organization (INMARSAT).

12 It should be noted that most of the Conventions and other inntrunanta
referrod to in paragraph 2 above contain provisions which call upon IMCO
organs to perform functions in relation to nuch instruments. For instance,
the IMCO Arscmbly, MSC or MEPC io designoted as an organ to adopt amendments
to the rclevant Convention. Thus there is & close link between the
sotivities of the IHCO organs and the administration of Conventions.
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1.4 Pwctions and Karponaibili 1y of the Secretariat

1.4.1

The main functions and recponaibilily of the focretariat ave

to provide services to carry oul the worl: programne of the

Organiuation, which include {he following:

Jd

2

4

5

.6

to provide the ncrioal Seerctavial and other fucilities
requircd in the preparation for conferences, meetings

of IMCO bodics and other meelings convened by IMCO and
for the v-rk of thoue meetlings.  These facilities include,
in particulor, the provision of background documentation
and conference facililion of all kinds;

to organize the necensary follow-up action arising firun
the work of these mectiniges

to perform dcpositlary and other functions conferred upon
the Becrctury-General in respect of Conventions and other
international instruments;

to provide appropriate information and services to governments
in connexion with consequential action neceseary to implement
decisions or recormendations by, or arising from the work

of IMCO organs, bodiec and conforencess

1o represent the Organiz tion at meetings . 1d conferonces
of the United Nations and olhe, speciclized agencies, as
vell as inter-governmental wid Lon-governmental organizations
in consultative status witin IMC0, wvhen matters of mutual

interest to both organizations arc under consideration;

to organize and execute the technical co~operation programse
eithor by sccuring and co-ordinating contribution of experts,
and donor agencics and governments or, where necessary or
appropriate, by providing the required technical, legal or
administrative expertise to govermnonis and institutions

on requcst,
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1.4.2 Btatua of Convenlicns and ol internationzl inatruments

relutinzg 1o Ship De~iju, Consbtruction and Fquipment, for

which “T4CO perforrms Depueit-ry and Secreisriat Functions

and theix Amendmenis (az et 31 Docciber .'l‘}'lo).

1.4.2.3 Conventions
.1 'The Intcrpationul Convention for the Safety of Life
et Sca, 1943 ~ Entry into force 19 November 1952.
2 The Interrntional Convention for the Safety of Life
at Sca, 1960 - Fniry inio force 26 May 1965.
(1) 1966 Amendimenta Not yet in force
(2) 1967 Amcndments "
(3) 1968 Amcndmenis "
(4) 1969 Awendments "
(5) 1971 Awcnduents "
(6) 197% Amendments (General) "
(7) 1973 Amendments (Grain) "
«3 The Intcrnational Convention for the Safoty of Life
. at 8oa, 1974 - Not yet into foroe.
+4 Protocol of 1978 relating to the Internationsl
Convention for the Safely of Life at Bea, 1974 =
Yot yet in force. .
«5 Tue Cuivention on the International Regulations for
Preveating Collisionc at Sea, 1972 - Entiy into forece )
15 July 1977. a
«6 The International Convention on Load Lines, 1966 -
Entry into force 21 July 1968
(1) 1971 Amcndrents Not yot in foxce
(2) 1975 Amendments "
«7 The International Convention for the Tomnage Measurement
of Ships, 1969 - Noi yet in forcc.
8 e Special Trade Passenger Shipns Agreement, 1971 =

Batry into force 2 Junuary 1974.
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The Protunol on Space Requirewents for Special
Trado Pisscazer Ships, 1973 - ntry into force

2 June 1977,

The Internsticaal Convention fer Safe Containers,
1972 - Erixy into force 6 Scptember 1977.

Tre Torrciolines International Convention for the
Bafety of Tiching Vessels, 1977 - Not yet in force.
The Inlermatlional Couvenlion for the Prevention of
Pollution of the Sca by 0il, 19%4, as amcnded -
Entxy inlo force 26 May 1958; 1962 Aucndmenis 18 May
and 28 June 1967.

(1) 19€9 Amerdments 20 Januery 1976

(2) 1971 (Great Barrier
Reel) Amcndments Not yet in force

(3) 1971 (Tanks) Amenduments "

The Intezrational Convention for the Prevention of
Polluticn from Shipz, 1973 - Not yet in force.
Protocol of 1978 rclating to the International
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from
8hips, 1973 - Not yet in force.

Internatiounl Convention on the International
Maritime Satollite Orgaunization (INMARSAT), 1976 -
Not yet in force,

Sedce

|

.2

5

.6

Code for tho Construction and Equipment of Ships
Carrying Dengerous Chemicals in Bulk (Res. A.212(VII)).
Code for the Construciion and Fquipment of Ships
Carrying Liquified Gases in Bulk (Res. 4.326(IX)).
Code for Existing Shipa Carrying Liquified Gases .
in Bulk.

Code of Sufety for Dynamically Supported Craft
(Res. A.373(x)).

Code of Safety for Mobile Off-Shore Drilling Units
(to be wudopted).

Code of Safety for Nucleur Merchant Ships (under
development),

Code of Snfely for Fishermen and Fiching Vessels,

Part 3.
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THE IMPACY C* ITMCO REGULRLITLTS (N THE DREICN, CORSTRUCTTON AND
FQUIPMENT 0f CERTAIN TVPES OF VLS3VLS
In the following refercnce is . ade to a membir o types of vessels

on which requirements adopted or contemplated by IMCO could be

oonsidered infiuential on their design, consiruction or cquipment.

2,1 Passenrer Ships

1 Not so long ago a scries of vevere fires occurred in passenger
ships, involving heavy loss of lifc. This prowpted 11900 in 1967 to
improve and complement to quite a considerable extent the fire pro-
tection provisions of the 19G0 Salely Convention by requiring in
new passengcr ships carrying more than 36 pzesengers, by the addition
of Paxrt I to Chapter II,inter -alia, either the instellution of auto-
matic sprinkler and {ire detection systems or the extended use of
non-cowbustible material in accommodation spaces. Othcer requirenents
are those on separation of spaces such as control rooms, machinery,
oargo and cervice spaces from accommodation spaces, ag well as
arrangements for flammable oils and protection of special category
spaces, 1.e. spaces into which and from which care can be driven

by means of their own propulsion. These provisions are now embodied
in Chaepter II-2 of the 1974 Safety Convention as Part B. Although
these requiiements are not in force so far, the necessity for
improved firc safety to modern standards in the interior design

of ships is clearly recognized and ncw passenger ships are normally
built to the new IMCO standards, which has greatly contributed to

the prevention of major fire casualties in such ships.

«2 TFollowing a recommendation by the Safety Conference in 1960,
IMCO revieucd the subdivinion and damage stability requirements for
passenger ships with a view to improving thesce standards in the light
of modern scientific approaches. After extensive research and
consideration, in 1973 thc Regulations on Subdivision and Stability
of Passenger Ships as an Equivalent to Part B of Chapter II of the
International Convention for the Sufely of Life at Sea, 1960, were
adopted. These regulations arc couwpletely different from those
stipulated in the 1960 Convention in as much ap the philosophy of
probability of survival is the governing factor for evaluating the
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built-in pufety provid.d by lhe various conprrtments innteed of
applying, oo hitherto, mininum juirenents unifor, .y 1o all
compartuonta of the veusel. It i said Lhat o ppeelal feelure
of thin rew oot of 2equiremnbs in thal it neovides designers
with move frecdom in respect of the arrapnrienents of watertlight
bulkherds in the vencel.  The now repulations ave in pnriicular
drafled oloo to toke accounl of longitudinal subdivision in the

deolgn of roll-on/roll-off cur forries.

«3 In order to provide the necesrary desimm flexibility in

& particular iype of roll-on/roll-off passenper ehip for the
transport of commorcial vehicles including their drivers in
excess of 12, IMCO rccently isoucd a recomncndalion to cnsure
uniforn trcatment of the SOLAS reguirements for such shiips in
respect of providing vatertight doors betlwoen cargo spaces. JIn
order to achieve an cquivalent level of sul'cty, a number of
additional safely requiremento Love to be complied with, such as
the fitting of the watertight Jdoors an nenr af pnerible to the
centre line, cloalng of the doors before leaving port together
with remote indicubions that the doors are closged at sca and fire
protectiern to plondiudn laid dows in Pari H, Chapt' - II of the
1960 Safcty Convonlion.

011 Tonkers

1 Around the begining of thin decade 2 number of ecxplosions

in very large crude tankers pointed to the nced for precautionary
meagures Lo be taken 1o prevent, if possible, such accidents.
Following quitc extensive remcarch in which the industry also
participated theor  the International Chimber of Shipping, in

1971 IMCO adopled a recommendntion concexrning fire safety moasurcs
for ncw tank.rs which, to cope with the ripk of explosions, provided
for the inmutallation of inert gao oyotems, as well as fixed deck
foam pyotcims,for the protection of the cargo tank deck area. Thip
recomicndation also relates to struclural fire protection for
accomuodalion and olher spacen which wan developed uning the philo-

sophy adopled for the paseengor ships in Purt H, referred to above.
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llowever, enphasis was given to particular hazards whioch could
be oxpected for tankern in as much as, amongnt other things, the
front bulkhoad and part of the nide walls of accommodation
spaces aft arev required to be of high fire resisting capubility.

«2  The recommendation was under constant review, teking into
aocount any further results of on-going research 'and in 1973 a
complete revised text was udopted. In 1975 additional requirements
on cargo tunk protection in respect of vessels smaller thamn those
referred to in the original recommendation were adopted.

3 Of considerable impact on the design of oil tankers will be
the requircmonts for minimizing oil pollution due to side and
bottom dumage. These requirements® are intended to be as flexible
A8 pooeible in the arranguments of tanks since the main paramster
is the amount of oil considered to be released in the sea in the
event of damege. They were adopted in 1971 as amendmenis to the
1954 011 Pollution Convention and incorporated in the 1973 Marine
Pollution Convention. This latter Convention also requires that a
nevw oil tankor be so designed as to remain a.i.‘loat after certain
aspumed damage to its hull., All theso provisions will influence
arrangemcnt of tanks and other wal.ertight compartments, but the
biggeol impact on tanker design oould be the requirements o/ the
1973 Marine Pollution Convention for tankers of 70,000 tons dead~-
welght and above to be provided with segregated ballast tanks,
which means that considcrable additional tank spaccs have to be
set aside for clean watler ballast to be used during the ballast

voyage, thus incrcasing the mizo of the ship, perhaps up to the
order of 30%.

-4 Undor the 1973 Marine Pollution Convention, all oll-oaxrrying
ships will be requircd to be capable of operating with the method

of retention on board of oil residues in association with the load-
on-top' syetem or divcharge to receplion facilities. To effect {his,
all new and oxisting oil tankers and other ships will, with certein
excoptione. be rcquired to be fitted with appropriate equipment,
which will include an oil discharge monitoring and control systom,
oily-water separating equipment or filtering syotem, slop tanke,

sludge tankn, piping and pumping arrangeinentu.
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2.3 Chemical Tonkers

laving regard to the poarticular hazards ascociated with the
transport of danjerous liquid chemicals 'n bulk, in 1968 I 20 began
draving up a code for the constiuction and cquipuent of such shipg,
which was zdopted in’ 1971 by the IMCO Asoembly. Thir code introduced
quite a number of new featvrcs, the most outstanding probably being the
ship type concept. According to thit concept, chemicals most hazardoue
to the crew and environment have to be transpor'ted in Type I chips,
those with properties less harmful in Type II and those which would
have little effect on crew and envirorment in Type III ships. In essonce
chemical té.nkem have to be designed so that the release of cargo in caso
of stranding or collision ic most unlikely in Type I vessels, with
lesser degrees of probability in respect of ship Types II and III
respectively.

2.4 Gns Carricrs

Since 1971 IMCO has concentrated on the development of a code for
the oconstruction and equipment of ships carrying liquified gases in
bulk. This code is much morc comprchensive than the Bulk Chemical Code
as it caters not only for the safety of the crew and the vessel but also
inocludes to a larger extent requirements for the prevention of pollution
of the environment due to operational mishaps or by accident. The
oarriage of liquified gascs at very lovw temperatures also necessitated
the introduction into this code, to a considexjable extent, of requirements
for the material of cargo tanks and associated piping and other equipmont
vhich is unique as rcgards international safety requirements. This code
was adopted by the IMCO Assecmbly in 1975 and is supplemented by a code
dealing vith miniwum safety requirements for existing gas carriers.

2.5 Dynamically supported craft

«1 The rapid increcase of short distance high-speed passenger ferry
sexrvices by novel typcs of craft such as hydrofoil boats and air-cushion
vehicles ursed the Organization to look into the matter of providing
uniform safely siandards for these vehicles. An essential factor

for the design is that the weight of the craft has to be kept as low

as possible since it has o be lifted above the surface by hydrodyramic
forces or compressed air under ilie body of the craft. This feature,
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vhich is quite different to surfoce vessels, makes the application
of the piovielons of lhe Safety 1d Load Line Conv itions difficult
or impracticable.

«2 It was therefore decided 1o develop a code for vchioles currying
more than 12 bul lecs than 450 passcngers with all passengers scated,
which do not proceed in the coursc of their voyage move than 100

miles from their place of refuge and which may carry motor vehioles
with fuel in their tanks in gpecial catogory spaces. The content

of the code, whioh is now finalired, is ocomprehensive covering such
items as fire safety, life saving appliances, machinery and eleotrical
installationo, radic communication end navigation equipmont, remote
control and warning systemn, oteering compartment layout, stebilization
sysicuwe, handling controllability and porformance and operational and
maintenance requirements. In order to provide an appropriate level of
safety for the craft and renlizing that not all traditional methods of
regulating oonventional ships would be acceptable, other approaches,
such as using the probability concept and safety featurcs hitherto
not applied to ships,such ar strict control of operations, frequent
maintenance and inepection . erninals, had to be introduced, which

in many respeots may be oomparab®e with those appli‘ed in the airoraft
industry.

2.6 Mobile Off-shore Drilling Units

+1 The rapid expansion of the exploitation of the Continental Shelves,
in particular the oil drilling activitiee under adverse weather
oconditions, in waters like the North Sea and the incrensing international

employment of mobile off-shore drilling units forced IMCO to consider
the drefi of safety otandarde for such units.

«2 Although some work had boen done previously in the Organization,

such as providing recommendations on fire safety, on life-saving appliances
and on radio communications, offorts are being made to prepare a
comprehensive code covering all safety aspects of mobile off-shire
drilling units. At the present stage, it is envisaged that this ocode

will be applied to all new uniis whether self-propclled or not, which

are capable of engasing in dri.lliné operations for the exploration or
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exploitativin of rezovrees beneaih the sea Lied. Following the prescnt
day designs, distinction is made bLoetween the surface tyre units, nelf-
elevating units and coluun gtobiiived anitz. The code will cover
items- laid down in the Sufety and 1 ad Line Conventions and ip addition
will deal wiih indusiriel systoms wad equipment, crancs wnd other
1liftiing applisnces, prevention of marine pollution, temporary Looring
equipmeni, towing arrangements ard moorin- considerations for supply

vessels,

2.7 Off-chore Supply Vessels

Simd tenedusly wilh the consideration of drilling units, priority
is given to safoty considerations for off-shore supply vessels. The
characteristics of off-shore cupply vesscls are, as is well known, low
freoboard and corparatively large deck avea for the carriage of extended
deck loads, such as pipes. These features make such vessels vulnerable
to trepping large emounts of water on deck, in particular in and between
pipes. It is therelore essential that besides adequate stability for
such circumstances, an adequate minirum frecboard at the stern of the
vesecl is also maintained wder all trim conditions. The watertight
closing arrangements on the deck have to be given particular consideration.
Buch considerations are of particular importance for operation in the rough
weather conditions likely to be encountered in the North Sea. Considexration
-has, furthermor:, 10 be given to mainta'ming sufficient bvoyancy in case
of minor side damage to kcep ihe supply vessel efloat, as the probability
exisls of collision betiween supply vessel and drilling rigs due to heavy
vinds and seas. Another fcuture is that these craft may be used for
transporting large numbers of workerg cmployed on the drilling rigs from the
rig to shore and vice versa, and it is bcing debaled whether or not in
these circumstances full compliance with the pasienger ship requirements
laid down in Chapter II of the 1960 Safety Convention has to Le assumed.

2.8 Fishinr Veryels
.1Pishing vesscls, particularly in high latitudes such as in North

Buropecan watcra, hiave to operale under rough and adverse weather condi tiong,
away from the normal shipping routcs and thereforec the business of fishing
often becomes cspecially hazardous both for the fishermen and the vessels.
Yet it is only recently thal international requirements on the safety of
fighing vessels have beer agreed.  In 1968 the International Labour
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Organizatiou (110), the YFond and Agricultural Organization (FA0) and IMCO
adopted an opcrational safely guide which was supplemented by detailed
gafety requirv.ments for the construci .on and equipment .f [ishing veesels,
developod in IMCO, and adopted at u tripartile mreting of the three
organizations in 1974. Both documents form the FAO/ILO/IMCO Code ‘for”
Safely of Fislicrmcn and Fishing Vesuels.

!
2. As a sccond step towards enhaencing the safety of fishing vessels,
1IMCO decided Lo convene a conference in March 1977 for the purpose of
adopting an Inlernational Convention on this subject. The draft for this
convention containe requiremente similar to those to be found for cargo
ships in the Safely Convention. On the other hand the Sub-Committee on
Bafety of Flshing Vessels which prepared ihe drafi text took advantage
of the latest IMCO recomuendations related to cargo ships concerning
fire safety and requirenentn for machinery and eleciiical installations
including requiremenis fcr basic mucninery and unatiended machinery
apaces. The Sub-Committce, when drafting the convention, also broadly
included thc provisionm concernirng watertight integrity of the Load Line
Convention but no tebulated frecboard for {ishing veasele is envisaged.
It ir belicved that if miniouw etability requiremenis are maintained in
all vperating conditions, adequate freeboard for fishing vessels can be
ansured toge' .er with reasonable saf y for men workin{ on deck and from
the netry of watier into enciosed spaces.

«} Bome probleme may erice with vessels at the lower end of the sise

range concerning stabllity requirements on the one hand and fire protection
on the other, particularly if, in the latter case, such vessels are bdbuilt

of materiala olher than alcel. A number of other requiroments such as

those for machinery and clectrical instellations may also not be practicable
for small vessels and therefore distincilons arc made in the raquirem;ntl
for different sizes of fishing vessuvle. A general clause for exemptions

in particular cases, carefully drafted, was alpo included in the draft
conventicn to provide the necessary flexibility to permit the precticable
dosign and conzatruction of all types of fishing vessels.
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3.  CONCLUSIONS

This pap.:r oullinna bricfly the TMCO machincry for mrmula.ting international
standaiun of ship safcty @3 Lo prevention of navine Psllution from ships.
In particulnr, refercnce isg pade to requirerienis having an impact on the
desifm, comstructiion and cquipmeni of vessels. The INCO bodies take into
account the deosign principles ostabliched at the time of drafting such
provisions, but also attempt to provide reasonable 31 cxibility of the

texts in order to avoid hawpcring the use of different concepts of deriign,
Neverthcless, in the msritine field, technical progress is going on all

the time and it is quite pocsible that new dcuign concepts or entircly new
types of vchicles such as submersibles and catumaran ships will noi be
appropriately covered by current requircments. To accoumodate such cages
& clause is .ncluded in all 1MCO conventions and codes vhich providea for
adpinistrations to allow any other fittings, material, appliances for the
vessel, or any other provision {0 be made, if they are satisfied that they
are equivalent to the rcquirementis of the convention or code. When the
innovations are well cstablished und applied internationally, however, IMCO
follown suit in drafting provisions to be applied unifornly worldwide.
Particular examples of such developments are the Recomuendation on roll-on/
roll-off vessels carrying commercial vchicles and their drivers in excess
of 12, the Codes for Dynamicully Supporied Craft for Mobile Off-ghore
Drilling Units end for Kuclear Merchant Ships, the latter heing under
development at present.









