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Women malie up approxinatel: Lal® of the 't_otl_l,lixol)\'x;la-
tion of Thellwrd, ‘the maiv: ity o0 Lhe populetion enguge in
sacriculsural preductleon,  Approaxdmets=iv 10 per rant of the
total population ares amxployeil femala wnriars conparod to

20 per cent of empluyed male worke:rs (see TabLle !),

The .imited informetion available [or use in the prea-
paration of the praassant paper concerns muinly the role of
women in national devalopment in general, Hpecific informa-
tion on the vole of women in industrialization, if any, Ls nei
available, Ueing agricultural country, the studies undere
taken about Thailand have almost alwayn heen in the agricul.
tural sector. However, ii i9 hoped that the preasent paper
provides adequate informution tov indicate the relative mag-
nitude of women'®s participation in dndustrialization in
Thailand,

CURRENT CONTRIDUTION OF WOMEN TN INDUS
(a) 1he tole of women in industrisl development in Theiland,

ITraditionally, wome's role in tlev:-lopmeut hus uilways
been in their contribution to the support of commnities
based un family production o1 subsliastence, for Thailand
agriovlture i3 madnly & subsislence activity, The mmjority
of the country's labour torce, regardless of sex, in in the
agricultural sector (aseu Table 1 4 2)e Although the female
population in the total labour force is considerably less
than the male popt'x-i-atton 'tsae Table 1), ¢ in beiieved that,
in many cases, women's totai inpnt \s g reater,




In Thailand, women began to take part in spoonl’i‘ud
production of goods and ssrvices at a relatively early stage
of industrial dsvelopmsnt, In addition to participation in
the development ar wage and salary sarnsrs, women are, in
wmany casss, smalle-scals producers and traders on thsir own
account (sss Table 3). Like in many other developing
countries, woments participation in industrialisation is high
in smallescale homs industries whers it is possibls to combine
domestic dutiss and child care with professiovnal non-domestioc
work, Impourtant home industries which Thali women engage in
are sewing, weaving, cooking, artificial flower making,
stc, vhile important mschanirzed lnrgs-scale industries are
textile industries and food provcessing.

(b) 2natisutional infrastryctyre end orzenigations.

One of the noneeconomic factors whioh is important
for economic growth and dsvelopwment is the organization and
improvement »f public or private, governmental or non-governe
mental institutions which perform the duty of golving sccioe
economical problems, The Office of she National Baoonomic and
Secial Development Board, which is the main national planning
agency, has established the Social Projeot Division for such
purposes. Included in the present Pousrth National Economio
and Social Development Plan (1977-1981) are statements on
policy and planmning with regard to the stat s of wowen and
their rols in national development, '

Other major institutional Anfrastructure and governe
mental organisations dealing with social research and/or
devslopment includes

o The National Research Council's Social Research
Division

o Thailand Information Center, Chulalongkorn
University (epecializing in sovcial sciences)
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v oodoe appiiova oclentatic nesearch Cozperation of
Thajlend (axeas of rf o 'wle cwiio Jroi il pog Lo
sconomic studier and Indusir'al reszar:h and
developnent

Among s peserdl. nonsgovernmental organkzsiions
sctive dn this Lieid ars the fuliuving ¢

o The lHationai: Ccouncil o! Women of Thalliend
o [lusinress «nd Protfesslonal Woman Association
o Girl uuide Asmaciaiion of Thailand

o VUniversity Women Association ¢f Thailand

Moreover, it should be mentioned that Her Majeaty
the Queen of Thaiiand has long been reco;nized as the
leading figure in the promotion of vomen's participation
in national development, particularly in rural industrial
development,

Finally, it should be emphasized that one of the
significant factors c ntributing t¢ the success orf the
several industrial development projects carried out by
wvomen in Thailand is the cooperation and cvordinaztion between
and amons these organizations including particularly wonen
organisations,

One specific example was the joant activity rcarried
cut by the National Council of Women ot Thailand, the
University Women Asscociation and ths Applisd Scientafic
Research Corporation of Thnailn.d, under the sssistance of
the Denver Research Ingiitute uf the United States of
America, A one~week workshop was held to explore ways and
means to effe~tively comdbine tha research and development
capability witlhi the women organizations' at:ility, as effective
transfer agents of new tecimology, for rural development,

———
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IIX. MEASURES TO STRENGTHIN CONTRIBUTION OF WOMEN TO INDUSTRIAL
- BEVEKOPMENT
(a) National poljey and plenning
Following - cxo oxcerpis t'oim tho present PFourth National
Economic ond Socinl Dovelopmant Plan (1977-1981) which will

provide some indiontioas an %o tho Govermment!n policy and
guidelinee on the rolo of womon in naticnal developments

© ".vv Tid status of wonen and vouth vwill be strengthen-
od 50 that theoy can play o mora impoxtant role in
national deovelopritn%,

© ",y In ordor ic ancour*gs vomon participasion in
tho eoclal ~nd eccnomic devolopment procens to the
Mllest cxtent, At 13 necessary to upgrade women
skillns and tihoir etatup 4in - moclety,"

Morsures rnd guidelin:s in the area of education,
_oscupational promotion, revision and modification of certain
laws are algo provided. For implomentation purposes, the
Committeo on Yorien and Child Daveiopmont hag been established
to formulate tho plan of action.

(v) Majer conatraincn An nohioving offogtive perticipation
R vopen in Industzinii~aiign.

1, At prcaoni, thero ig only n limited degroe of
participation by veman  n the formulstion of policy and
plan specifically for industrialimation., If those poliocy
and plens exn olng t9 90 aTCentiva And succeasful, then women
should activaly nnrticdpate i thodr formulation as well as
in their exeocutinn,

2, Although legnl dincrimination is no longer ths
main ehstacle to irprovoment in women's participation in
indussrialiration, the traditional nttitudo concerning vomen's
role in non-donestic arone of development etill ds., As a

- -




IV,

resull, mon are d4u practice cotften givan preferance in .
smpioyien:, paztivviariy At Jrdusiry, ovexr wowei, )

Jo Wonren tu gerearal axe losr aualislied, aduc_gtiurna).
and otheivise, thas ren 1n morara duduntesel sector employ-
ment. Thir is hecense, prepsune! ly, of tlh.e wlde pap of Iltear.
acy haiwesn muly ent ‘eumie pemistion {mea Taiile 4).  on.
soquently, vecy Llmiten number of wuruern aze rsnployed «Qr able
to rise tc highelevel positions ‘ses Table 7).

4, Do unse of tie vidoning gap o1 basic industiye
supporting feoilities suth as water supply, electricity ,'
communicetion and transporiaiion, betweenr ural and urban
areas, the rural prople ere migrating into big citine leoking
for employment in industry, Often women are l+fL helilnd
in the viliege to care for the children sntd attend to domestio
or their home ianduetrial work,

EOJENTIAL ROLY. OF WONFN IN NATJONA! AND ANTENNATIONAL POLICIES
ON_INDUSTHIALIZATION

(o) cy and planning

In view of the policy stated in the prenent Fourth
Netional Fconnmic and Social Develupmant Plan, giving equal
chances for promotion in the government service, opportunitiers
oxist for more and sipnificent membexr of femmle rtai’f in key
positions, including thoso concernsd wi'h policy und plan
formulation, In fact, the presant hesds of Social Project
Division and Technulogy and Bnvironment Pleuning Division of
the National kconomic and Svcial Developmant Board sxre hoth
feosale. As stated earlier, womesn'es participation is necessary
in the formilation ar well as in the implementaiion of pulicy
and plan,
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There is, in general, a need to increase wvomen's role
in all areas of development planning and implementation at
all levels of menagement and administration not only nationaie.
ly but also regionally and internationally, '

(b) Rurel ndustrisiisstion end restruoturing of Andustry

I$ may bo siizted that the woment!s participation in
rural, small-scale industrialisation will continue for &
long time tc come, Mowme industries, such as weaving, vhere
production can be carried out on sheir living prewiees, make
it possible for the women to combine the production with ohild
care and other necessary domestic choree, Improved agricule
tural technology, i.e. labour=-saving machinery, will also
give women more time te carry out non-agricultural, inoluding
industrial work., Bxpansion of production will, in many cases,
necessitate the relocation to special premises avay from home.
This ocould deprive women of their traditional industrial werk,
On the other hand, it is felt that the restructuring of ine
dustry, by women, will be a gradual process considering their
relatively traditional attitude,

The entreprensurial function may be basically regarded
as an innovating and 1eaunching operation rather than a day-
to=day managerial work. The 1974 government's survey of
entreprevnsurship revoaled 1.1e relatively iuw number of
fomale entrepreneurs i,e. about 10 per cent of the total
lsbour force. According to the recent (1976) study by the
Assosiation of Pusiness Professional Vomen in Thailand, it
wvas concluded that, becauee of the traditional attitude of
wemon towards being female leader: in society, the task

of oreating entrepreneurship in wemen would be rasher difficuls,

1% has been our observation thas, in wany ocases, the
training provided to workers of female-dominated industries,




such &s Lexidlen, Louu jovienuai] Wil ©.eCii0nacs, wes of ®
limited 'naturo providing tivwuee famale workers with the skills
Just to do an isolated job., We ¢o believe that women workers
need specimliced vocitional timiving &9 well as other technical
and management assisience Lo awmpivve their capability for cone
tribution to. industrializati n.

(a) Technojlopical develrpment

In general, it hms heen viserved that technological

devalopment tends t¢ benefit inern more than women, often

depriving the women of their traditional poaition as economic
producers, This msy, in part, Le due to the wide gap of
literacy between male ‘and female population., In many cases,
simple machineries/technologies such as cutters and grinders
have Yeen introduced to men instead, even though the work for
which they are a substitute traditionally has been done by
women., In other cares, such ae the introduction of electricity,
women benefit from longer working hours resulting in increase
in production., For Thailand, developme:t efforts have, for
some tim, paid sitention to the impacts of technology on women,
particularly thoee in rural areas, In this connection, women
orcanizatione have been particularly active,

It ie felt that in the industries which are either
operated sololy Ly women, such as veaving, or those which are
composed larsely of femmle eupluyees. such s food processiung,

direct technicul ayristance {c¢i women should be cone
centrated,

For women working in small-scale industries and handie
crafts aseistance other than technical is also essential,
Some of the non-technical sssistancs provided to women in
rural areas in Thailand have beeng

o PFinding markets for their products « the National

Council of Women of Thailand has, for example,
establisiied a hendicraft center for such purpose.
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© Initiating them into clubs or cooperatives, thus
providing them with opportunny to receive training,
. in techaical as well as ;u: m.nugomnt and organisae
tion, ‘

It is bolieved thqt ac the nnt;umtl level, a special
strategy to improve i.nto;rat:ton of women in national develop-
ment, through industrinm) ization, wuz have to be worked out
individually for and by each country, based on the etage of.
development and, more’ importanily, the uml.quo oociu. economic,

and ocultural conditiond of that oountry. 'mrough regional

and intemmational cooperation, oxporionul md information
could be exchanged whioh will be helpful in the formulation
and/er implementation of the policy and plan. On this basie,
the following programmes are heredy proposed for oonsideration;

b 1
Netwerk, (This is for the purposs of exchange of information
and isplementation of oooparative programmes)

2. Jdentification of Vopen-Dominated Industriss. (To

determine women's industries of common interest and their order
of .significance to national/regional development)

3. of [

af_cemmon Interest. (To determine what kind of assistance

would be moet beneficial)

Y Yorkshop/Traininc Courses in Menscement Develosment
Wu.m (covering topics such as

policy and plan formulation mithodologies, evaluation ete,)

3¢ memm
Recent development to be noted is the recent Meoting,
the firss, of the ASEAN Committes on Social Development held

in Bangkok in May, 1978, The Meeting recognised the potential
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of women as an aid in national and regional development.

It was slso realized that there is very limited source within
the region to draw upon which could identify the magnitude

of women in the region who are contributing to the economic
growth or industrial development, It was also found difficult
to ddentily appropriately qualified women who could play an
ective role in these areas.

Realising that the process of women development in
industrialisation is long and gradual for developing countries,
partioularly vhere traditional attisude is grong, it ie¢ there-
fore esuggested a practical, easy-to~implement approach be
taken,
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