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Introductarn
Tancania 14 a country rich in i1ndiginous wood rewnources,

The *otal productive and esm. productive forset ares is about 38
mill. hoctares; which as ndout 439 of the tetal land area. Of this only
13 mill, ha, are permanent foraet eailate; wnd about 75 will. ha. are on
public land, whteh e iiab'e to bo weqd for other purporen, wainly fer

agriculinrl devoloapmert ex:enaion,

Tha maior part of the cogatry'n foreast .z of ths Savarmeh-woodland

type with cparee troes vegetation ‘about H0 m;’/ha.) but carrying variouo
fine hatdvood specieos puitable o1 high <lasa furniture iike Mininga
(Pteracnrias argoiensin) Afnelia (Afrzelia quanzensin) and Mgando (albizia
antunenitni). Dense high rain forest, occurn ou mountein arear (e.g.
Kilimeniara and Usanbaras) areas around inland Jaker, and t-opical low-
iands. ai-lourh the hogh forewt typew are leuw extensive anmpsred to the
Savemre:, Loy are generally mors densily stocked {about 15¢ - 0 n}/ha.).
Maiyy .iro baniwood species suitable For hach grade furniture and joinery
are stimirable a.g. Mvule {Chlorophora sxeloa) Camphor {ocotea usambarensis)

Leliond~ {(olen welwitohi:; Mfimbu (beilschmiedia - kweo) atc.

At ~rosent the furniiure and joinery industry is nnt very weli deve~
loped ' irorziont the country. 'The industrial davelopmen® 18 confined to
few arce » with high population densaty particularly in urban areas. In
moat peric of the country the preduction ia confined to umall scale

praciico which can horily wuffiss (he incal and overall demend.

Tr: local marked 1p siendily increaning with the economic growth
and peprlartion; the prerm onuletion is sstimated by the Statistical
Burcau :t abeut 15 mill. by 1980 it will he 1€,2 miil. by 1985 20,1 mill.,
and the ~ar 2000 1t i8 estimoted ic reach 32,' mill., The rap:d improvement
of Yle ntondard of livine for the bulk of tho population, which is now
begiriing t¢ akow up i8 a result of the JUovernment decision te encourage
people tc -ove into piannad viliage sommunities; this will snhance the
demari fur furmiture and joinery industry in general, Trnis will induce
a greates need for more decwni nomeutwads and ror other infrastructure, like

schools herpitals and other nuhlic cuntren,

Tr ™.nzania Govermment having taken serious comsidaration of the
reveili? circumastancer, is taking ma woeitive steps towardsa ranti
t A

galf r~>X1.-2u 10 wood and woud productsi, now and for the future, Somo




of the steps already taken ure:

ie Congservation of fins hardwoods for high value ard quality works:
this 12 by esiablishing in varicus parts of the country, several
fast growing exot:¢ fcrest pisntaiions which are Lo substitute the

indigencus harivoods [or genernl util:ly works,

Drawing song and s#hist torm pians for conservation and utilization
of the country’es wood rossurees., The plans are periodically

reviovwed,

The areation o Tanzania Wood Industry Corporation (TWICO) a
corporation charged with develapment of wood hawed industr: 30,

marketing otc.

The orealion of a Wopeat Tuduntre Training Instituts (FITI)
1o troin Tanzaniane on various ekille in forest utilization in~

cluding joinery ang furniture making.

The creation of small Industrien Development Organization (SIDO)

which take cars and assists (emong men others) small groups

ad communit wood workshops in various parts of the country,

On these tnsku Lhe Covarnment of the United Republic of Tarzania
has obtained assistaice and o-operation from many international Orga-~
nizations nuch ay UNDP, 37DA., UNIDO and CIDA.

Pue to the fact thal Tar-rwin ia etill o developing country, much of
i1ts meagre financiusl and skillad manpower cesource io quite .n-adequate to

cops with various necessary dovelopment programmes,

Further international aesintancn will still be appréciated to supple-
osnt the domastic «fforta wainly in the field cf:

i Manpower training and duselupment;

Aocuisiiione of machivery and tools (whick involves foreign

currencies);

variouo project avaluaiion and planning ete.
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THE FURNITURE AND JOINERY INDUSTRY

The Tanzania furniture indugtry like any other country has been an
age long business. However, for a long time 3t has been confined to small
scale practices by enthuaiastic individuals, in most oases their products
were rough wocd works mainly done by ordinary hand tools or by established

small soale workshops with limited machinery.

For the past few decadec, however, there has been a gradual increase
in demand for the various furniture and joinery worka; both in quality

and quantity which the egtabliched factories could not mcei.

At this juncture the Government of the United Ropublic of Tanzania
in 1966, sought the assiatance of UNPP for an overall planning the foresi
industries development in the country. A special fund project was set
upe T™is resulted in the establishment of a pilot "Forest Industiries
Development Project” at Moshi with a pilot soft wood sawmill at Rongai,
in Kilimanjaro region. This project wag 1o cater for all fundamental
aspects of the sawmilling and wcod working industries including furniture
and joinery.

During the same time there was a general development in different
gectors at district, regional and national level for the formation of
organization involved in different venture towards development of small
scale industries., Some of such orgunizations are "District Development
Corporations’t Small Industries Development Organization, Tanzania Wood
Industries Corporation eic. These organization apart from manufacturing
other types of producic were also involved in the production of furniture

and joinery materials.

The establishment of these organizations made it easier for them to
obtein Government and Bank assistance for purchasing machinery, develop-

ment of infrastructure and working capital for the factiories,
The main types of goods produced by these factories are:
i. House-hoid furniture;
ii. Officer furniture;

iii. Purniture for schoola and other institutions;

ive Prefsbricated house components;




Ve Packing casey (Tobacou cames and tea chents)

vi. Doore winiowns and framer eic.
1]

The Furniture incustry

'e Main Trpus ~f Materiels Ueed and Averlability (Wood Pused)

Nost of th+ furniture wadc 13 of {.ne hardwouds, ver - high quality
and grade. Average YUk molid weot (9% hardwoods and “% moftwoods). For
the remaining 105, nlywoud, chipbosrds and fihraboaric are usged. Plywood
is available from plyreod factory in Moshi town, Chivboard from faotory
at Mombo 210 x'3 wnd .10tnbozrd [rom another factory st Arusha 80 km from
Noshi. The plywoodi. fivwsboard, and rhipboards are producved by susidiary
companies of atete iicd Tanzania Yood industiry Chrporation.

2«  QOthar ¥aisrials and their ivailability (None Wood Baeed)

Table IIf

TIEN SOURCE_OF SUPPLY

ie Wire raile Locally wmade
ii. Vool uevers {verious types and sizes)| Imported
1ii, Vanish and polish for finishing work Locally

ive  Glwe for jointa Looally (Henkel, D3N)
' Cushion apnge Loonlly wade

vi. PJl.tl. nloth for cuchion Imported

vii. FPFoplin clct’ for sushion etc. locally manufactured

Prafabricated Wooden Houses

Pre-fabriocated wocden houye industry is quite a new introduction in
the country; coring with inoreared pupply of cheap softwood timber from plan-
tations. The demcn? ie growing rapidly mainly from public institutions ex-
panding and devsloping activities throughout the country, requiring urgent
houses for their snoloyses, nffice blocks etc, One serious draw back is the
present inability ‘¢ offer much lower pri:es as could be desired; this
si1tuation 18 oausyd by factors, cuch as higher taxation on timber higher
prioces for auxiliary naterials such av chemioale glues, pwints and all iron
mongery. On the other bard costs for pre-fabricated houses ie much lower
compared to concrato bloct houses by about 137, which is an element of




labour cost savang.,
Problems

Liko olher sectors in the developing economies, the industrial production
of many products ae well as furniture, ig seriously affected by lack of
developuent in other fields, It 1s always not possible to soive one problem
in isolation, since most of them are interdependant. The furnmiture and

Jjoinery industry in the country is seriously suffering miialy from:

ie lack of highly skilled workers, managers, and piannars,
iis Inadequate machinery of correct design and type for “he work.
1ii. lack of spares, repairs and servioing facilities for the
available machinery.
iv. lack of funds in foreign currencies for purchasing new machinery

as and when desirable to do so,

lack of skills is due to inadequate education and technical training
facilities, which are normally factors caused by lack of funds. This lack
of skill hinders rapid advance in technology for developing other sectors
which should inorease production and gsnerate funds for further develop-

ment on various aspects including the furniture inductry.

Conclusioq

Purniture anc joinery industry in Tanzania has still got a long way
to go %o achieve a recognizable atandard of production status. It is
obvious that the industry is confronted with various operational and
planning probleme which are hindering their rapid growth.

At prosent there is a great need for assistance in trying to overcoms
or alleviate some of the major problems, The importance of machinery,
equipment, tools as well as training aspect can not be overlooked. On
the other hand, assistanoe from foreign aources in any form categorized
previously, should take in mind the necessity of providing that assistance
which 18 in accordanoe with the limitation of the highly specialized
machines which specialist maintenance or replacement can not be obtained
locally.

Efforie are still being made to see to 1t that the industry over-
come most of these probleme and guarantee a better and sustained supply
both in quality and quantity for the people who depend and need the pro-

ducts,
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