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The furniture induetrv in Turkey till the year 1979 was nolely
oonsidered to be forest-based industry. From then on satinfuctory attention
wae paid bv the Government to ths furniture induntry and now this is con-
tinuing with a comprehensive national plan for development of thir industry,

Nevertheless the Turkish wood-based industries including furniture
ard joinery industries, while not exactly flourishing, are contiming
steadily and progressively,

Oreater miantities of better mality home made furniture productionn
are coming on the market and manvfagturers 4o not face serious domestic
marketing problemn, Though it was pl.nned that exports of furniture would
be the double of their present rate, thev rose hy unme 3 per rcent in the
last five yeurs, The main markete were i1ho Middle-kEastern countries,

Over the years there has been 3 diseouraging inocrease in melling
prices, as in all other sectors, with most manufacturers looking for
further increases during this and the comins year, The {urniture induntry
iteelf cannot be extracted from the other induntrizs and from that point
of view thouzsh the economin racovery; predicted for the end of period
1972 = 1977 has not matured it can be said that currently the Turkey is
facing many problems on this from-including inflation, factors that are
repeatad eloswhere in the world,

Regarding the raw material for furniture industry in Turkey, no
significant deficiency has appeared so fary and there doeu riot seam to be
any in the near futura. The country is rich in tree species and 98 per
ocent of the forest areas are in the state property so that the harvesting
and the oonsumption of ite products nre well organized and well distribue~
ted between the related sectors, Hardwood, which ic the traditional raw
material of this industry, seems to loue itn importance in romparison
with the softwood: beech (Faguu orientalin), oak (qerquse necsiliflora,
querqus pedunculata, etc) lime tree (tilia opp.) maplc (acer spp.) and
birch are the mont popular tree apecics  ueed by the furniture industry,
Very recently the manufacturers scem to use softwood in large quantities
and they name it "Scandinavian atyle",

Furniture manufacturers in addition to building and construction
industries remain the larpgest consumers of purticla board, taking around
55 per cent of the total production. On the other hand it can he said that
the particle board and furniture induntries Rrow parillel to cach other in
Turkey. Remarding the particle bourd, which is poing to be tha basic mw
material of ‘urniture industry in th future, there is 3till a shortage on
the domestic market, Wood-tused pancls— particdle buard, plywooil, biockboard,
fibreboard, decorntive veneer and laminated board - are mamfaotured in
two otate owned plants and 30 privately ownod plants, 14 is expected
that the annual production of wood-hased pancls will increase at a faster
rate than thit of sawnwood production, Sawnwood residuen will increasingly
be used in the production of partiole bonrd, fibreboard and pulp, Thanks
to the present level of technolory, by-products of cawmills are being
put to wider use in board minufacturing, On the other hand hy means of
high speed sawmills it is now possible to utilize small diameter pole
8ise loss for sawing into lumber an well as pulpsand paper production,
Deciduous species are, and will be, used in plywood, conventional lumber
and particle board manafacturing, Tt 10 recommended that, in order to
obtain maximum economic henefit from our forest resources, further ine
duetrial use of these by-products should be implemented through inte-
grated manufacturing nchemes, T™he particle hoard productiog in 1976 could
not reach the planned tarpget and remained around 550 000 m /year. Never-
theloss the industry is goin? ahcad with new plants and extensions and
eéeven new particle board lines are axpected to sturt up by the end of 1977.
The economic situation has had no affect on mrticle board sales, and
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this encouraged the particle hoard manufacturers.

Pibreboard showed a very similar pattcrr to that for particle board
in 1976, There was an increase of almost 10 per cent in the concumption of
fibreboard during the year with demand from the furmiture manufacturers
and particularly from the building irdustry which were not expected by
Tibreboard manufacturers.

Regardine the plywood ag a raw material in furniture industryv guch
a similar pettern 4id notl appear. Domeatic production does not asatiafy
the market and Turkey still has a masgive import bill for plywood and ply-
wood products. In addition to that, nc new lincs are exp.cted to start up
in the near future. Demend projections undertaxen Ly the Gtate Planning
Organization of Turkey indicate that the mesi criatical national chortages
in the short run will be for plywood. The solution of thin problem relies
on government policy and harvesting methods of daciduous species.

Wood-based prefabricated housing conctruction is stiil at a very
low level, The country fremuently fuces carthquakes, The Jovernment took
measures by approving secveral proposals for the ievelopment of building
materials industries and many grants were Jiven o cevelop this sector,
These new zranis are expected to restore confidence in ths housing industry
and provide a durable baais for the operation of the industry manv years
to come, In addi‘ion to the pranting of the zrants the Jovernment itse-
self constructed a particle board plant in order Lo supply the prefaibri-
cated housing industry., This plant, of which ! am the msnn.ger, consiaty i
of two OKAL, (extruded particle board) lines with a %0 m’/day capacity
and has been producing for ten months, Mainly tubular particle hoards in
addition to solid particle boards with thicknesses up to 60 mm are produced
in the plant. 70 per cent of the production are anbsequently veneered or
laminated with fihreboard., The demand comes mainlv from building induotry,
sohools, hospitals, administration buildings, assembly halls, etc. and
the boards are incroasingly used in conventional construction for doors
and partitions, wall and ceiling panel:, shop fittings, furnitiure, etc,
Parallel to the existing lines, two new liner with the same capacity
have heen planned, and feasibility studies have bren alreadv completed,
¥ext to it a furniture and prefabricated house plant ic moing to be construct-
ed in the rear future.

Regardinz the other raw matorials used in furnmiturc and joinery
industries such as veneer, blockbourd, blue, etc. there are no pariicu-
lar shortagec

From the viewpoint of technical problems, manv of them have been
golved in recent years. But there remain many still to be overcome,
80 per cent of the furniture iz being produced in small shops. These
are not economic nunits and use labour intensive techniques. This is
partly the result of previous povernment policies, The country's popu-
lation increment is rather hich, around 3 per cent and this hivh per-
centage forces us to follow the same labour intensive policy in such
:mirkghopa., Nevertheless, in additi-n to three existing large furnmiture
ats (ELKA, TEPE, HITIT) 4wo new plants, (TAMGAN, YENI ENNTROPLAK
“DILYA ANONTIIf SKT) are going to start up in a couple of months.
© "ast plants are well integrated indeed and are plannins to double
capacity ir the near future., The machinery of these integrated
are plants is being imported from the developed Furopean countries,
; Trom the Federal Kepublic of Germ:ny and Sweden, and the most
wolein techniques of these irdustries will be used,
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Low-cost automation, prodnction management and pucking of the pro-
ductien for export seem to be thc main prohlems of thi~ industry in
the future. Kconomic indicatore are pointing out that there won't be
great diffionltiec in exporting the furmiture productions particularly
to Middle fastern countries, The Middlc Faut became a gignificant pur-
chagor of furniture products from Turkey an well as Ffurope, and Turkey
will undoubtedly fully uue ito geographical aavantages,

The last five vears period (1977 - 1977) was a turning point in
Turkey., Ws are looking {or unending upward movement in demand and are

happy with the mioh improved levels of *he laut five year: and are
hopeful that at least theo: lavele will he mnintainad,
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