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Tatroduotion

Western 3amca, with area ot 1,100 vqs milen, 1ies in Cemtral Polynesia
and consis®of two mein islands, Savah with area of 6,600 sq miles and
Upolu with nn area of 430 sq. milew.

Apis, the capital of Westorn Samna situated on the north ooast of the
main islend of Upolu, and it is where :he seat of Government and Centre
of Conference is iocated., Western Samoa is au indapendant utate with
& populetion of 155,000 ir total, 35,000 living in the city of Apia,
ninetyper cint are full blooded Polynesians and tea per cent partly
Samoane, Kurcprans, Chinese and other Pacific Islanders.

Climate

The climate 18 pleasantly tropical (72° - 86°F) with more than
2,500 hrs of sunshine per year. Ths annunl variations in temperature
i1s very little, Shroughout the year. The anmial relative humidity is
86 per cent tut there is a fluctuation within 80 per cent to 100 per cenmt
figures,

AMr conditioning is mostly used in hotels, while a few offioces uss
it too, lir-dried timber is not a problem unless used in air-conditioned
places. Incoots, termites and fungus thriwe in our tropical climate,
oonsaquently timber have to be well treated before using.

Situation of furniture and joinery

Sarmona 18 a newly independsnt developing country, therefore a lot of
new buildings cuch as schools, Jovernmunt residences. Government offioes,
private houses and even a national now hospital is half way through,
Taus furniture and joinery plays a very important role in our development,
The Government runs a workshop (10,000 uq ft.) for both furniture and
Joimary. A staff of 80, 6 leading hands ~ four foreman, two overseers and
one supsrintendent who is manager and is responsible to the Direotor of
Worke. Thare are also two similar private fims of silimar sizes, Ten
per ocent of the yearly production (Government furniture and Joinery work-
shop) i exported to American Samoa and New Zesland through Government

arrangemen:s,
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Our major problem in this fisld is the lack of machinery, Nost
of the machines we are using are 20 to 30 years old. We are trying
our best to maintain them in use because we cannot get any more spare
parts from overssas supplies, Skillsd labour is still a problsa but
soon be overcome as the apprentice saheme has been introduced thres
Yyears ago,

Timbers

Pour-fifths of our land is still uncultivated and is covered with
thiok tush, whioh is mainly tropioal hardewood, We have fourteen spe-
oies of local timbers, all of whioch oan be used for furmiture and for
buildings. The common species usel are Ifilele (Palisander), Gasu,
Mamala, Kaua, Mamalave (Mahogany Group), Mauli, Afa and Teak which is
also looally grown,

Pine and red-cedar are still imported and mainly used for building
construction,

Both air and kiln drying methods are used for seasoning timbers, but
not to a satisfaotory oondition. The main problem with our looal timbers
is the treatment given, I hope in the near future this problem oan be
overoome, as furniture or building could last for only a short period.

Other matsrials, use and availability

Apart from timber, all the other materials needed for furniture and
Joinery have to bde imported, such as particle board, plywood, fibreboard,
eto, and all metal and brass fittings. Plastio, ochrome and leather
furnitures are also introduced in the local markete but all imported
from overseas. The problem regarding thk is shipment. If the materials
nesdsd are in short supply, a dslay in shipping means a delay in manu-
facturing and sslling.

Labour

Labour cost compared to developing countries are far too low.
Eighty per cent of the so callel ocarpenters, joiners and furniture makers
osn read and write (Samosn langusge) from pastors school (village school)
but Bever received any technioal education in English, as most of these
80 psr cert have limited experience as all the drawings, teohniocal terme
and books are in English, The remaining twenty per cent are slmost all of

1

the younger generation, some have had a general education or beem through
the tsohnical sohool,

In our only Home Teohnical Institute Murniture and Joinsry is all
inoorporated under carpantry and there is no spscialised teaoching for
furniture and joinery. Thus the nowledge the miudents receive is
very general. A student attende the T.T.I., for two Yenrs after spending
two or three years atNa high-school, .The five year apprentice scheme
also providos s general training for thie field, thus the speoialiged
traiuing needed for it ia still laoking.

Furniture end joinory factories

e oater for nlrost all kinds of furnitures and Joinery, as we
supply office furnitvres, residential furniturea, hospital, schools,
ohurches ead all diffsrent joinery fittings,

I em molely rosponsible in designing ei: what is mamufactured in
the workaiop., 7Trs designe vary depending on what the product is
needsd for the finmnce available,whether it can be produced from the
exieting machines, and what material is avmilable. ! am so far trying
to standardize some of our producte guch as school deeks, chairs,
book-shelves, cupboarda, diring chairs, dining tables, lounge sets,

toilot mein, doors, wirdows, stc. eoirst the flow in production ocould de
speeded up,

M2ohinety used in the Jovernment workshop are in a vary poor condi=-

tion ani ought to be repleced, as no spare parts are available anymore.

Trends

Durifig this rear the Jovornment was propesing to build and set up a
faotory for furniture and Joinery, and becauss of the very Llimited aids
ve aro gotting f-om New Zeelund, Aistralisa ~nd other countries, this
projsct is 2ot aside for nex ymar,
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