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Sri Lanka enjoys An almost oonstant type of climate. It isa tropiocal
island, the temperature variation is very slight being around 80 to 90
degrees F-renheit in the co-stal belt to slightly less than 70 = 80 degrees
in the hill-country in the centrs of tl» island. Very £ at variations
are not felt. The relative air humidity is high in the coantnal belt
specislly in the oitien near the oosadt whilst in the suburbas of these
oities and the hill oountry there ie very little humidity. Very few
homes are airconditioned.

The leargest proportion of furniture for domestio and husiness is atill
more or less a cottsge industry in the islend. Joventy-five per cent of
the furniture produoced for both domestic and business use 1is manufactured
By individual carpenters working mainly with hand=-tools. For timber
oconversion Rack Circular sews are used throughout the country whilst
the oepitnrl citr (Colombo) ~nd ite suburts has » concentrr*ion of band-saw
mills, vertical and horizontal saws ~re also used, but laess c.ommonly.

The import~noe of this sector thnt is the furniture industry could deve=-
lop as » source of foreign revenue, Murther since no imports of furniture
are allowed, this seotor wiil heve to meet the entire needs of the island's
furniture demands,

Vory little foreign trode is presently oocuring =8 internstionnl
standrrde crn be met only with a very high overhcad expenditure.

Mont of the country's furniture manufsoturers mpec’2lly in the private
trade, prefer to obtain their products from the nbove mentioned privnte
individur) cerpenters without maintrining large frctories for furniture
production, In this way, the overhends are cut down to A minimum, whilset
the profit.: rre very high. However, the quality of the products are low.

A few 1~r~n firms employing around 50 to 100 people do manufacture farni-
ture utilizing ~ few woodworking machines,

The Leylon Plywoods Cerporstion employs eround 3000 perrons  and
operatcs two lorge woodwort ng oomplexes where p-rticleboard and plywood
are rlso manufrotured. They bave nrlso seven sm:ller fnrotcries, whioh are
semi-mech-nized,
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The mein problsm fecing the indusiry ~s a whole i« the 1-~ok of
timber. Timber speoies mrinly in use by tho private carpenters and firms
are timbers which require rrowth cycle of ncarly 75 y~~ra for use in the
furniture industry. As most the furniture construoted is solid wood h-ged
in a few yerrs time, most f thi~ timber will be used up rinoe there isn

no ro=plenting cxcept for ¢~:rinn Tani +hiok metures in tu-aty=five yrnrs,

The industry has been indurtriniized 4 a oertain nxtent in the
Plywcods Corporrtion. The m~in incentive for further industrisligetion
is to provide an industry which will meet with the emp)nyment needs
of the populstion as well ~s ~ nource of foreign exch nga revenue., The
present cottage industry method connot meet with the ontire demmnd for
inexpensive furniture,

Nesrly a third of the island is forestcd, The Sinharaja Forest
Rescrve is the largest and it is from this source that the Ceylon Plywoods
Corporation draws ite timber for plywood, pardielebesrd snérdurniture mrmi~
faoture. Indigenous timbern of importnnoe to the furniture industry in
the island ere 5atin (Lloroxylon Swietenig) Halmilla (Berrys Condifolis)
Ceylon Tenk (Tectonn Grandi.) Hulanhik (Chukrsssia Terhularis) Kirih mbiliys
(P~laquium pgrande) and Jak (Artocarpus heterg&liu-). However, all the
~hove timbers require n growth cycle of over 75 yeart hrfore they cnn he

uted in the furniture industry except for Caylon Tesk to vhich it i 25
yearse The Porest Deprrtment of iri l.-nke hes orgenized a re=planting
progremme for Ceylon Teak wh:ch is heing orrried out ~t present in the
dry zone,

Recent exporiments hrwe heen corried o1t by the industrinl Developmunt
Roard of ri Lanka with reg-rd to the ume of ohemicallyv treested Rubbe rwood
(Hevenr Brnny.re_nlin) for the mrnuf-cture of furniture with success. It hes
been found that Rubberwood which is » semi~hard wood i : of rerconahle

strength and durability after trented by the Borron chieminal proces: and

¢ n be utilised for furniture m~rufacture. Considerin- the frct th-t it takes
the rubber tree only ten to fiftcen yr~rs to reach meturity snd further

gince there is »n unlimited nource of this rew timber due to the fect t)at

it is being resplanted by the Rubber Fstate Management: for their Latex
content, this timber can very ernuily meoet the entire ‘iemsand of furniture
industry in the island.

Problems in the laok of fncilitier to iemson timber is eplso being
faoed by the industry. At nresent vory little seasonin- is being done
And mostly the furniture conntructrd i~ out of uneesr:ncd timber,
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Very few Iryine kilng sre =sunil=hle in the i=l-nds Gince the timbers
menticned sbhova excert for rubberwood toe - consolarable pariod of

time for sir devins this tyre of secnonins 12 not undarieken,

The ceylon Ply coie Capporttieon warufactiran particle bored ond
olvwood, These mataprials e el in thr Coomertions' Nurnitare factories
s~z +all =g by th: rrivate trode, Hewover, the moin wze of thin uaterial
is for pinel anu part,iton wnrk,

Pirstics ~1e 1ot u3e? in the Liisni fur furniture monufecture thoush

plestic lsminates like "fermica" are ueed for tvbis top,, counters, etc,

The slues used are meinlv loonlly menufrctured ~nimal zlues. PVA

adhesiven »re ~lsc used bul btz a leasar extent. Urea formrldehyde ond
phenclformaldehyde types arc ~lec uzed hy the Ceyion Plywoods torporation

for preticlevo~rd and rlyvood productisn,

Surface finishine is rostly done by the so called French Polishing
process using » mixture of cor~l, mastic, centric, wsum rosin, shellsc
and spirits of wine. This is extenaively used throughcut the island,
Reegwnrx beced wox polishes »re =180 heinr useds Nitro=cellulose
lacquer is usecd only in the furniture pi-nts of the Ceylon Plywoods

Cornoration Complex nt Jaleus, Kougema,

Herdwsre in use is meinly verious sizec ¢f screw3, both iron »and

brase, n~11-, hinges {br~s3, hrassecoated iron) =ni locks,

Both skilled and semi-skille”d lsbour .s readily ~v2ilerblo at a very
low rate. The avernge woage rate rer 42y for a skilled crrpenter is about
US$ 2. Carpenters skilled in the us2 of hand-tcocls are aveilerhle throughout
the island but only » few skilled cperntores of wondevorking machinery are
to be found,

Vocationsl training in wood=work can be obtained in the several
Government run technical colleges in the m~in citiec of the island, but .

due to the low wege rate very few take up thie ns » itrade,
No avenues nre open for the higher technicrl educetion in furniture
and joinery industries, University courses =re not aveilable,

The main furniture factorics of the Ueylon Plywocde Jorperation,
and » few privete firms turn out scheel ~nd office furnitures The reonge

of products nre in the main tavles, ch-irg, capho~rds, chalk bosrdz for
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schools desks, cheirs, cuptoaris ~nd filinz crbinets for business under—
tskings. ‘Hospit-1l furniiare far the Covernmeni hosritsls ant dicpenseries
like bed®, auplo~rdz, recvc, atc. ~re ~l:c heang m-nuf=ctured by the

Corporstion.

There is rerv little rreduct 2os minzg heine Aonce The rrivate
trade copy denignc ouven in foraigm mo czanes ent books +hilsté the
terporation mrantein trodition») Anuimpe avasct far o in » fey in*t'méns.
school furniture wos tren o foymed o far o yeo e Yeek o th the dintroduction
of the "Afv‘.I,;_"-H"' type 0o¢ furniture moiuiar ~nt knocked down furnitura har

been sdoptad y the Crylon Plywood: sorncrn-tion intely,

Ay steted e~rlice o deyorking moehinery is heinrt nied hy ~ feo
firms ~nd b tbo Gvlop Firnwoir O rrertien ko hove snoap=to=d-te W0l
workshop a2t ' oacomn ond mechonized vockshe oot Ginot ond

Amprr~, Tha m-chingry ~o~il~wie, rxooot Scp “oromoy as very clis

Thape 1. wory Vittle satomedocp Ywinr ureds A fer of the Plywonis

Gorporatiocr. auitr 4ricl flow=line monnf-otur: without =ich sueors:; since

cach unit in run independ-ntly of the chher ~p? 4hilst nome frctories ore
penernlly hotter erurnred, machivery oice, o honle this sort of flow=line
Wnile fthowrs ape not, Gianes the nprecont method i fap e-~ch rlent to run
inderenient of the othere, A Jobh of wnrl “or in~tonce the ennatriction of

o tahle op ch~ r ic miges o = ipsle cnprontar whe cets cormoopd mve? timber
in 1~n¥ form tn by trner cnd he s oerpoetad to comrlete the ertoin hic om
with a~nd=toc? ©y  Tittic ~*tention i c~i 0 tr desismoor the finer rcints of

carpentry, ~ the ishe cre estimate? Yo Yoo finjched ittt in stiralotel tiras,

The Plywnod: corrar-tirn salle it~ peadacts ainly to Jovernment Deport-
mentn and otate spepsored currorstions, 4 linited amourt nf rrivete trede slro
tekes place, dn stoted comiror fhe rriyate trode is heine ieminatad by the
rrivete de-le ney,

Uow marlets oan he okt in the privete roeiop o tre Gerrorotion

if cvrrhend cosbs arn he cubecoun ~nd & topd-et tyme of inexpencive furni-

.

ture is Yavelore ! for heme ~nd office nun,  Tetr martetn on 130 be soacht in

the huildin~ i1nduntry.
Hewevar, the Serrorsti-n will h=ve %n cyaprcomn the f~llovinz m~in
problems hefore venturins into this firid,

— - ————— s~ ——
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le¢ 7The prediem of findiag raw materialy

2¢ The predlen of euiting dowm ite presemt heavy everhead cost

3¢ The preblem of deweloping new furniture designs to cempete
with the private trade.

The feregoing is a synopsis of the state of ihe furniture iadustry
a8 & vhole and the presemt prodlems of the Oaylos.
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