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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.
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FURNITURE AND JOINERY INDUSTRIES TN MAURITIUS®

by

JeHs Koo Sin Lin##

hd The views and opinions expressed in this paper are those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect the views of the seoretariat of UNIDO. This document
has been reproduced without formal editing.
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INTHODUCTION

Mauritius covering an area of some 1800 square kilometers has an
estimnted populatdon of 10,000, The country has practically no
nztural rescurces or minerals and ie .wos8tly agricultura:. Tt ie only
in tLe past decade that the industrial sector has gained some importance
mainly due to thé aetting up of"'an industrial free zone.

Furniture making in Mauritius can be traced back as far as the
eighteenth century when the island wat: under French adminiotration.
The fine craftmanship of that early period has been handed down through
generntions and 80 even today the Mauritian furniture industry can be
regarded to ta more or less a "Craft Industry".

THE TUDUSTRY TODAY

(a) Lab-ur

Lccouae of this "Craft" element, furniture making enterprises are
very raall and the 400 existing unito employ in all not more than 1200
worl:a:r. The table below illustrates this distributions

No of workers No of firme
1«4 322
5-9 68

10 - 19 5
20 - 29 5
30 -~ 49 2
50 - 79 3

Total employed: 1,068

Unly the few largcst enterprises are mechanized, to various degrees.
M1 the rest tend to remain with the artiesanal methods of production.
The formar have otarted manufacturing on small series production while
the lriter are still on their '"one off" nroduction.

T range of furniture produced is very wide and consist mainly

of uooder. furniture (other types i.e. metal and rattan having a product
miz ol 1es: than 75%). Wooden furniture itself varies from antique
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reproductions to the range of cheap popular fumotional types. The
quality and standards of the products varies consideradbly, the best is
exoellent but the average is fair.

(b) Naterials

Raw materiale employed are nu-tly imported. The country's supply
of furniture tinber is very limited dus to soaroity of forests. Other
materials such as laoquers, fittings, gltee and adhesives are also imported.

One serious drawback that sxist is that the individuml enterprises
being small do not have neither the finanoial requirem=nts nor the
administrative facilities for bulk purchase of their materials direct
from overssas suppliers.

Tinbers employed in the industry are mainly imported from South
East Asian and Weat Afriocan ocuntriss.

(o) Market
The looal demand for furniturs and joinery is met by the home
industry, import being very low, Some manufacturers are export

oriented, however, only the goods of highest quality are of interest
to "verseas mcriets.

In the past five years four rather large factories have deen oet
up, all of them manufacturing top grade furniture. Part of their
production is exported to tha neighbouring countries: Reunion Island,
South Afrios, Seychelles, Comores Islands and Australia. Small quantities
of speoial high grade rspréduction furniture are also exported to Franoce
and the United Vingdom,

PUTURE PRODUCTS

Purpiture manufacturing being a secondary industry in Meuritius,
its development and expansion till recently were very slow. The Government
programme of diversification has led to osrtain progress in this field.
With the assistance of The Horld Bank government is setting up a numbder
of Technical Training Schools which will imolude in their programme of
studies the formation of skilled machinists, cadbinst makers, joiners
and upholsterers,




The managerial skill of thé industry is progressing rapidly.
With the highly appreciasted help of UNIDO through international seminars
and visits 1o International Fairs, the managers are now fully sware of
®odern prooesses in the furniture and joinery industries. The industry
is also indsbisd to UNTDO through their woodworking industry consultants
who visited and advised nsarly all the manufacturing units in ths country,

Prom the foregoing, the rate of progriss of the industry should
gsther momentum. But it could grow faster if only our government would
consider the possibility of removing or reducing the very high custom
duties levisd on the raw materials and acoessoriss used in furniture
sanufacturing.

In oonolusion we would say that with the inoréasing standard of
living and the annual growsh of population (3%), the demand for houses
and furnitures will increase conwideradly during the next 10 years.
Therefore ths furniture and joinery industriss should keep pace and we are
confident that thsy oould mest the challsnge for loocal demand and also
dewlop thsir export poteantials.
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