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As mrny other countrins, Meuritius is trying to develope In
parallel with other soctors, the demand for furniture =»nd joinery
produots will, thereforr, nutom~tlicelly inoremse. Anywny, the present
situeticn presents meny problems and nolutions for improvement could
be obtrined thiosush UNIDG 'echniocal Asiistance.

Moct of the industrien ~re ntill at the oraft - heged aystom., Their
produots ~ro di~tributed ovar the island with owner = man~gers working
manually with somr hnlpers. Only »n few nre better orgrnized, usunlly
in the main towne with some ecuipment and machinery to cope with hetter
lovelu of production »nd .tond~rdization. Though ;mnerally wood=type

furniture predominate, uphelstery, contr~ct, metsl, bedding and rrttan :
types of furnituro are slan fabricnted but in smaller amounts. i
|

The types of rnw materi~lu used cover a wide rerpme but mostly harde :
woods (1ocal »nd imported) =re used. In lesser volume prrticle honrd, i
looelly mrnufactured from hagasse, plywood and veneers find their ime
portance., There is scme reticence on the use of prrticle board but the
proper combin~tinn of prrticle hosred nnd veneers in proving more ~nd
more mucrersful on the lon~1 market,

Locrl herdwoods are avail»ble in em~1l amounts but nome of them are
very suitntle for furniture m~nufacturing. A major rcafforaststion
pregremme should prove » very profiteble long-term investment. Imported
tirber, m~inly Terk, is therrfore, the m~in raw materirl while Mersnti ie
commonly urc! in framings The 1co~l market chows » net preferenm for Tesk
but the 1-tier is getting more »nd more ecxpensive. Recanse of the long
distrnce from the major suppliers of timbar, fittings ~nd finishes for
frraiture »nl joinery industries, »nd bocsuse of the long delivery delrys,
firms hrve to hold 2 dicvroportionately large stock of exprensive itoms
15 ennure continuity of production and supply. In this respeot, - co=
ordinsailed purchosing hody would be a prnctionl solutions This nroblem of
rrice rnd stock pleces manvy industries in a ocomsionslly Aifficult position,
Mruritius heipe » fajirly humid plsce, an aoceptablc moisturn eontent
would be 17 to 18 per cent but for eaport to less humid ~rens, drying the
timber in » kiln is essentinl,




fnother factor hindering » proper development is the lack of
prorrr trainirg. It is ueanl for young hoys to join the furniture
industries after primary elucstion ani gnin some training on the
apot. After acvernl ya~re cxpericnce, they often open their own
businrsser, .t » higher 1ovel, some .chonlu and other g.vrrnment
and religious inctitutions .ive » certain throreticsl nnd peactioal
trrining, But there is A need of t*aining for pecple who nre ~lreedy
angried in the furniture snd joinery industries perticul-rly st mrpage-
ment ~nd middle manegement 1ovelss This will lead to » better orgenie
gntion #nd devalopment buth »t individunl production unit levels »nd
to country's rtandarda, Pntter co-operation srons the locnl industries
would hnlp, "nd mutuerl benefit could be derivel by one and all,
Actu~1ly, cverybody prefers “o do his own business »nd man~gn his own

unit. Anyway, an ~anocintion of furniture mrnufecturers doas exirt,

One »epoct concerring the locnl induatrier in the lack of spee
cinlizrtion nnd nttertion tn ~ good level of finich end details,
Purthermore, the ne~d for proper design nnd crestivity should be felt
if ever locnl induciyies ware to think of an export merket. In fact, this
prscibility h-a never been denply studied but if good produots could be
produced, there could be rn interesting market in the neighbouring islends
er evon .o Jouth Africa, The structure of the locrl markets is by itself
2 liritoiion to developments People ntill prefer to bring their cetrlogue
anl iimve their Mirniture copicd from » madal in thet cotalogue. Mess
proluction by well amipod ~nd sophintic~ted induntries he:, however,
gt tted ~nd there ~vro uigne "het nt Tenst seme penple n—=a ngcepting the
gappty of ctapdsrdi ced undtne Thin roul” br the trrt of ~n interec~ting
fitnre for eyperte beeoude m-53 production would he the only wry to bring
dorm cuetn to perat loeal indusires to find ~ morket ~hrosd., No doubt,
* better stondsed of Finirk, decign and quality should he resched, hefore
thinking of erjort posaibilitier, Tuo besic type: of firniture are made
loc: 1Lyt the troditionol reproduction Mrhogany borad etyle snd lotely
the ''enk Murape-n otyle,

As £ar a0 the Joinery Induntrins are concorned, simil-r problems nre
encountered, Thare ig » 1rclk of technic~l tr~ining and thie ~gein remults
in lower rroductivity, ‘(b wse - f cemipment and mnchines im 1imiteAd,

Furthermore, tieore is a 1ack of standnrdicrtions The demrnd for flush




doors for instence i% interestine tut here “otin tnoin the furn:ture
intastry, stendsrdiiz~tion is proceeding very slowlye. The monue

f2cture of woor leuwered shutters i= snother ex-mnle where stend-rd

n

izen crrnot be est-hlizhed hecsuse ton often the sprcifications vory
from one nuiliinz to sncthere There s nevertheler; » i>ndency for
A,

cccenttion of ut-endsrdizstione The menuf~cture of ¥itchen units h~s

started =nd ~rchitceot: h-v. started to aoree apon standsrd Aimensions,

There are, therefore, rood rresprets in the fiel? of furnitere »nd
Joiresy industries hecrian the necds for rrsidential ~nd industrial buildings
will prorress more -ni more with +he islsand's develooments There is =
1nck of training but there is ckill ~round, there is lack of coeordinntion
but the Associ~tion of Furniture »nd Joinery industrirs hes storte? to
feel the bi~ need for co=ordin~tion; there i+ insieruste se~sonin: of
timber hut the instrllation of a dryine unit is scturlly heinr snriously

siudied, ie doubt, therefore, th 35 sector will de-rlon,

In furniture thou:h, wood is tia mein row materiol utilized, metsl
is »alsc used but te » lenner evtent, In Jjoinery, on the other hond, met-l
rlays » predomin~nt part. Fapufacture of tahlas ~rd chairs i- the ~pon
vhere met-1 is hain: mostly usnd, Bul unles~ tinber is too exncnsiwve,

it wil' he preferied,

Cna typinsl ~opret uhiore know-how coul? beln 1o in the line of ~~reuct
floorinz. e hove ~ 1rool tinmber hich cen v used for thet nroduct
ut th: fact tr»t no prorer m~chinine technoloyy h~: heen levelored me-~ns
thet this industry is proo ~§1nr very slovly and the coszt of production

ie (uite hioh,

The m~intenrnce, charnenine of s~us ~nt knivu, 1% nol done usin-

~ modern technicue ~nt here momin breinin e would heln,

«¢ h~ve mentiored timber Aryin-, This ~npect ic ~ctuslly heins
studiel in “enth in leuritius.  Technicnl ik ou=how ~nd ~Advice aoul-t he
h"lf\fdlo

LI technicol ~usistence co. 10 cower ~ wida ren2e of tonics,

Tha =~in ones e nld inalule the following fielist

le nlont 1ny cut =n?! desientt  eroposition ~op ni~pt 1~vout for both
frrniture ~nd doincrr industries coverinz the m~in items of huiirdines,
affective use of upccn, nousr, 1i ht, ventil-~tion, etc,

2+ #afety messures: nroner use of nrotective cruirment, dast ana weiute

extraction methot ~rd ecuipment for arme,
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3e wood working eruipment: choice of woord working ecuipment for srwing,
cuttin<, plenin®, saniinz, veneering, Theoreticsl bocreround of cutting

snd nrepering weod for arecific uses is sceentinsl,

4. proocssine of wood: theory of imprem~t . cn, dryine, olueins onl

finishings of wonj,
Se¢ maintenancet m-~inten»nce of mochines, crws, ¥nivesz ~nd other toola.

6. furnitare mraufecturin: »nd processine:  otudy of producti-n methodsn

in the furniture industry.
Te Joinery processest selrction of mnchines,

fo monmroment:  ctudy of eost ~nd eeduction of sme in furniture or

joinery inductryv,

7o wu2lity contrclt the importance of ourlity ~nd meth.1s of controllin:
it,
Inevit~bly, therefore, rs con be concluded from the ahoe, the furnie
ture »nd ivinerv intustries will develov on condition th-t the followin~
bacic factors: tr-inine, know=how, desim, ecuipment =nd m~chines, rew

mrterisls are improved, °nd th-t investments -~re merde in this zector,

Development is » must if Meuritius wents to ~chieve » diversificr=

tion of it: economy, ULIDC technienl ~asistance isy therefore, welcomed

in this line which is s*ill very voung in Mauritius,
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