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The (ambia im a country of asbout 400,700 inhabitante and covers an
area of 1,000 square miles, it has an average temperuturoe variance
of between 45°F to more thau 90°F, There aro two basio seasonable
Climatic conditionc in the Gambia, namely the rainy eeason and the
dry season. During tho months of .June to October (ralled the rainy
months) we have an average totsl rainfall of 427mm. 1In the months
of November to February (oalled the cold months) the temperature drops
to within 30°F to 45°F. March to June we have a tomperature riese and
the weather is hot and humid, these are the monthe when air conditioners
are vital in order to protest certain imported types of furniture,
machines, eto.

Furniture, especially if finished with laminates suoh as formica and
ccrtain other types of plastics, hardly lasts longer than five years due
to the exceneive hoat during the hot months. They crecp and loose their
texture and eventually would have to be replaced.

The present furniturc and joinery industry in the country is so
einute that we can barely fulfi] the country's n2eds and even soget imeuy
we have to resort to importing furniture from abroad. There are two
®major workshoos in this country, one of which is a Covernment ooncern and
the other is privately owaed. The Government Workehop is responsible for
the manufacture of office furniture, house furniture and the manufacture
of doors and window framen for Covernment buildings.

In the last finanoial year, our expenditure én the Workshop was
202,000 Dalasin. l/ Eighty five purcent of this amount was spent on office
furniture, twenty percent on furniture for Government tuildings and the
remaining five percent on doors and window frames for Government buildings.

The workshop is divided into four suctione, the mmohine shop eection,
furniture seotion, doora and windows section and the saw doctors ssotion,
There are 280 operatives including )abourers employed in the workshop.
These are supcrvised by four foremen, cne assistiant supsrintendent, one
superintendent and a works superintendsnt, sho is alwo the manager of
the workohop.
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In the cacuine shop, v: have six mechines, two planers, one band

84, two morticers ¢ud a tenvn saw.

The Gambia Govairnent h:c boan giving loans %o certain individuals
vio are interestecd in operiny vorkehope in the country, as a result there
are two or three worizsac,s ia the country, their production rate is

8r21l end they e <f pinop imnortance and {kerefors not worth mentioning.

Tbka problews faiing the indrstyy in this ceentry is finance and
trainin;. Ta2 indvesry necds he N2y to prrckace modern equipment and
impery rav patirisle.  Skilled operstives vho can resd and write are very
difficult to c2ye by. Tan probiem of trainzd middle foremen is even
Fretrsiine tie buildiny industry.

Tiiz cowntry’s foreny ocupply of timlar in prectically nil., A few years
T30 the Govorsmiat inetiiuted a Forestry Division under the Ministry of
Agrioulivre eud Natvral Resocisz. This Division is only at its infancy

1 2% the poronth ceu only eroply very fow hasd 13¢woods, most of which
2 et snloveztezemed/ticher ond thoretore cannol bte used by the

furnitere induntoy,

Hiraty r= :eat 0% 211 %% Yers used =n the fernitures and joinery
industry in Lhic covatry oo saravied [ram Ghana, the other ten per cent
eeres Fren Stacsal wad v Lt g ; [rench g;aaking covatries. The
drzand is no poead 2% froara cannot fulfil their contracts for supply,
hence the price of (isMer kes 97¢ up a¢ a poaring rate. Half the time
moet duilding poojscis are hehird T0grs e due to acute shortage of timber.

A fru yeoms nru, o pew pomicls Toare incustry vaa opened under
fier=ea 1° 02 -inini, TP es=-apy preduces prticle board in 6,12, and 18mm
tlidcknesscs 211 the porale non o ~uy thae s2i3 sizes as plywood or hardboard.

The raurvizrial emzic: of ,-ouwsdmit shells presced with a special
TC3in witor Mel ternoisirean era vrectires. The erd product gives a
vory plerenat i< tu sartaln iiers of furniture such as tables, kitchen
ficrsuts, chuiv teps, °ic. e derand for such a materisl for ceilings
ol honsce ie inc eacing beca o ol ita prlessant finish.

Thie rroduct in oply st the initiel stare in this country and as time
goes on, w» believ: i% will vapline its sister material (plywood) as more
F2n0le ancapt it.
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To, this counzey we ure still in the days when a head of a family
wWith his sons and naphews warke With sbsoliete hand powered tools.
Iavaricbly sush men are crafumen wn *heir own ripht and a lct of them
produc: strony und vicasantly finished work. ‘o much oo we have a
cclliection of hignhly ukilied cpavatives, tut they aico lnck modern

training 1o technoicey wd sodern ocience .,

Theiv rance of rroducne are oimited, aedipgn 1o non existant and

e gt wiaras are low.

‘he anlJustry in this country haa the manpower bat lacks modern

Mmasnines, matorials snd frdininge.

There is no export micket tor furniture, being 3 doveloping country
the devmand as stared above 1s 30 nlgh that workshops cannot cope. With
the lack of automaticon and technoicpy, most sophisticat~d people po for

importus furniture, which are more expensive.

f' tne standara in our worxshops can be improved, the potentials for

development of new markets are grcdat.

Weocan even ©Xport To our neiphbournins countries Uenegal, Guinea

and Mali.

A Date the manpower, oar forests are virtuaily untapped aund above
all, labour is cheaps But we need to educate owr neople. bducate them
in modern technology and cducatc them not 4o cut down certain trees and

Uge them for firuwold,
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