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History of forniture 

Furniture v*~ used in Egypt since seven thousanT ye«rr: a^o.    It was 

first used in PhToonic times when their ov/n characteristic stylo war; 

developed.    They used to make their ovm thrones,  chairs, cheats, beds *»nd 

dining tables.    Mo;;t  of their furniture vr-v; ornamented,  especially in the 

thronen with ihTaXd~'ßoW,~'siTver",  copper and turquoieF,. 

Tine passed ar.d with the Isl-jnic era the Arabic style appeared *nd 

was widely used in F£ypti»n furniture. Thi:-: period extended for nearly 

p thou&pnd ypprs. 

Later on the French «id Endlich styles with their dignified lineo 

and fantastic Tjpe-'r^nce predominated and until now they are videly pro- 

duced and preferred in Egypt.    3o f»r these styles represent almost fif^ty 

per cent of the total  furniture manufactured in Eßypt. 

Within the last  fifty yenrs, the modern style with its vast »nd f-st 

developments »nd with its simple deiu/rn-   '-n-'  straight lines became more 

popular.    Thin was due to intensiva! construction of modern building; which 

necessitated taking into consideration space, height   -'nd facilities of 

these buildings. 

The share of each of the abov- mentioned  style-3 in the  present total 

production <*>f furniture can be re pre (¡nted •>* follows! 

60 per cent modern style 

Y> ner cent  French nnd ï^nflish style« 

10 par cent  Arabic  (islamic) an<"  other styles 

Materials,  wqçhinoF. nul labour skills 

In E¿¡ypt the furniture industry ur.es mostly undocorated n"tur*l wocd 

like beech,  o*k,   »sh ani walnut  in 'Hf feront  ne mentre 3»    Wood ba:;ed 

panela such "n blockboaHs ^nd plywood,  particle board,  nnd to " very amaller 

scale,  hirèboard  "ve  u'f.J.     HJSI.íCV;, bonrds are covered with decorative 

veneer like rrrh".<;c,n,-.   (especially 'Jípele),  o"ì-,  walnut, hub:nfí",  etc.    ?or 

furniture in the  French styles, the  rose uood veneer is preferred because 

of it3 class "nd very lovely app.f»nr»nce •    ijprucc  a«.1  pine  are '.iidcly used 

in modern furniture. 

Machines now used  in Flff/pt in m< at caaes arc the traditional  ones such 

as the circular saw,  planer, thicknecser, moulder and mortiF,er.    Through 

the SU m°ehines are  simple the.v help to meet the production needs. Because 

M. 
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of the recent deve 1 opro»nts, modem and more advanced machines are urgently 

needed.    Act £rr na manpower i a concerned, Egypt enjoy» an Pdvint^Geouo 

oituation.    There TO approximately 70.000 workers in this sector, dictri- 

buted ri8 follovs: 

?0 per cent machine workers 

V: nor cent skilled workers specialised in classical  styles 
(Rngiich, French and Ambio styles) 

50 per cent skilled workers specialised in modern style 

Due to the fact th«t those worVors perform mont of their work 

manually, they need e low? time to finish their product and oonoertuently 

production i a relatively costly.    If skilled workers are supplied with 

amali multi-purpose machines, p""oductivity c»n be raised by «t least 

seventy ner cent.    Besides, teohnical institutes graduate well trained 

onrpentors and young boyn are alno trained in workohops.    So i% can be 

said that problems concerning manpower in this industry are solvsable 

provided that a rational  planning íB introduced to make use of modern tech- 

nology and training programmée to graduate skilled workers are established, 

Problems of the furniture industry in IVprpt 

Wo c*n nummarica those problems in the following three isftin ostegoriosi 

1«    shortage of modern machines} 

?•    nhortago of man-m<*de panels} 

}•    short"je of fittings. 

^ypt i 3 in ur/^nt need of modern machines for producing furniture« 

Not only single machines »re needed but  also complete lines with their 

modern conveyors and finishing apparatus, 

E/jypt needs to make a great effort to produce a high quality furni- 

ture to meet the demando of modealife.    We must take oars of treating snwn- 

wood «specially kiln ne->noning.    For painting we must use new apparatus 

auch as curtain coating machines complete with dryers.    As for the veneer 

I suggest to deorease its taickness to 0.4 mm to lower costs, 

As for fittingn we still une the traditional old ones which impede 

any trend towards mass production. 

80 we can nay that the laok of machines and fittings beside the un- 

suitability of materials in quality and ohorteges of supply quantitatively 
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•re towards tho suooessful development barriers of the furniture industry. 

Aa a result of the recent open-door economi o policy, we hope to 

attract foreign capital to improve this industry, to arrive at the inter- 
national level and to follow the advanced oonntriee. 
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