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History of ‘f\u:"ﬁit ure

Furniture w»5 used in Egynt since seven thousen' yasrs rmo, It wen
first used in Phrreonic times when their own choracteristic sbyle wnc
developeds They used to make their own thrones, chrirs, che-trs, beds ~nd
dining tables. Most of their furniture w~s ornsménted, espec¢irlly in the

thrones with inlald gold, 'si1vér, copper and turquoies,

Time passed »nd with the Islamic era the Arabic style ~ppe~red and
was widely used in Fryptisn furniture, Thi: period ewxtended for ne-rly
e thousend yerrs,

L~ter on the French and UBnglich styles with their dignificd lines
snd fantnstic ~rpe~ronce predominated ~nd until now they are videly pro-
duced and preferred in Egypt. 50 far these styles represent nlmost fifty
per cent of the tot~1l furniture mwuf-ctured in Egyopt,

Within the last fifty yeors, the mcldern rtyle with its vost ond f-st
developments »nd with its simple deuim -nv streight lines hecrme more
popular. This was due to intensive construction of modern hwuilding: which
necessitatoed t~king into consi.deration spnce, height »nd facilities of

these dbuildings,

The share of e2ch of the above meationed styles in the nresent total
production of “urniture can be repre ‘ented 23 frllows:
60 per cent modern style
1", per cent French »nd Fnelish r-tyle:;‘

16 prar cent Ar~bic (Islomie) an' other stylen

Moterislu, mnckines ~nd 1-bour skills

In Exypt the furniture industry uses mostly undecornted n-otur-l wocd
like heech, c*k, »sh ani u~inut in Jdifferent nercent-oese  Hood baued
prnels such ~3 bleckbhoards -nd plywoed, p-rticle bonrd, nnd to - very smerller
scale, hardperd ~ve u-ed, wsides, horrds are covered with Jdecor~tive
veneer like meh-corny (especi-lly Sepele), o~, yalnut, hub: ng~, ete. Tor
furniture in the French styles, the rose ucod venenr i preforred becrune
of its clrsc »nd very lovely »prenrance, Soruce and pvine ~re idely used

in modern furniture.

Machinec nou uzsed in Feypt in most crses 2re the trodition~l ones such
as the circular seu, nlrner, thicknecser, moulder ~nd mortiser. Throush

those mechines sre simple they help to meet the production needa. Becruse
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of the recent develooments, modern snd more advanced machines are urgently
needed, A& f~r ng monpower in concerned, Fzypt enjoys an sdventrpeous
situation. Therc ~re s~pproximately 70,000 workers in this sector, dictri~
buted ns follous:

20 per cent machine workers

¥: por cent skilled workers specinlized in classical styles
Fnglich, French and Arnbio styles)

50 per cont skilled workers specinlized in modern style

Due to the frct thot thoue workers perform most of Lhelr work
menually, they need » long time to finish their produot and oonseruently
production is rtlrtively costly. If skilled workers are supplied with
small muiti-purpose machines, p-oductivity con be rrimed by at leesst
seventy per cent. Besides, technical institutes gradurte well trained
orrpenters and youns boyr are ~lso trained in workchope., S0 i$ cen he
sald thet probleoms concerning manpower in this industry are solvesble
provided that 2 roationnl planning is introduced to make use of modern teche
nology and tr-inins progremmec to grodunte rkilled workers are established.

Problems of the furniture industry in Byt

Wo cen nummarica those problems in the following three mein ostegoriess
l. shortrge of modern machines;
?+ ahortnge of man-made pnnelsy
e« short-e of fittings.

Eryot is in urennt need of modern machines for produoing furniture.
Not only single machines sre needed hut nlso complete lines with their
modern conveyors and finishing apprratus,

Eryvpt needs to make » great effort to produce a high quality furni-
ture to meet tho demendo of modemlife. We must take cere of tresting srwn-
wood especinlly kiln gennoning, For painting we must use new mpparatus
such as curtain coating machines complete with dryers, As for the veneer
1 sugemst to deorerse its tBickness to 0.4 mm to lower coste.

As for fittings we still ume the traditionsl old ones which impede
ray trend towards mass production,

Bo we can say thet the lack of machines nnd fittings beside the un-
suitability of materinle in quality and chortages of supply quantitatively
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are towards the successful development barriers of the furniture industry.

As a result of the recent open-dcor economic policy, we hope to
attraot foreign capital to improve this induatry, to arrive at the inter-
national level and to follow the advanced countries.
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