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Argentin® is situsted in the touthern part of South Mmerige, 1 g
has sbout 3.000.000 sounre kilom-tou, 1mluding thc Ant-rtio uotor. .

its population I8 about ?').000.000 inhnbxtnmu, nf which morc then
the third lives in Buenos Aires, its capatal, and in ~ gone of 30C kilow
meters =round it,

People spark Spanish and emigrated from Purope m~inly 3prin »nd
1taly,

The ocountry’s length from North to South, is sbout 3,800 kilometers,
and from Fret to West ahout 1.20C kilometers in its widest part. Por
this reason the countr: hes al] kinds of climrtes. 1In the lorth, it i%
tropio*]l, it hac = mcderate climate in Rueno: Airec and is onld in the
South (Patagonin). Buenos-Aires’ 1atitude is the aame in the southern
hemisphere as Melaga (5psin) 15 in the northern one,

The temperature is hetween '.?500 in sumer snd 8°C in winter months,
Its wet westhor i1s reclly peculisr spevially in the central coastal sres
around the principel oities, -t

Row materinlg

A grest port of Argentim~ .s wooded, although only 50 per cent of
wood uset in furniture is grown locslly, Thn other 5 par cent is imported
from neighbouring countries, such a3 Paraguay, Bolivia ~pd Br-sil. The
woods most frequently used are:

« Gustrmbu {ivory weod)

= (Cedar

= ¥naheagony

- lengs

Tuatambu and cedar »re importad from Parsguny in crent sises "nd ree
s*wn in the oountry. Prom Eolivin we get Mshagony (not produced in ,
Argentin®) and from BArasil, the Brasilisn pines This kind of wood (Pragilian
pine) had been used for * long time, dbut recently it became expenaive, o
it is not used freaquently,

Mapufsgturing centers sre not placed near the forests and for this
resson, only » few furniture memuf-oturers h~ve srwmilln,
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Bolivian Mahogany is used for the hest kind of furniture »nd for
products of » lower qunlity, cadnr, gustambu and leng» are uneds Wany of
the manufscturers buy the wood in mmall ntock sisen, small dismeter
timber (2" x 2%, 1" x 3", ato,), obtnined from smell dirmeter treen,
This allowe the uee of this kind of wood,

Pew mrpufacturers dry the wood in kilm driers. Genernlly they nir
dry the wood, Prctories of plywood, particle board, vemners, h2rdbonrd,
glue, textiles ~nd finishing products exiot, so theaoe mrterials sre not
imported, Heforestsrtion is wsubsidiazecd by the sovermment, but practioslly
overyihing that in plrnted is intended for the prper milla,

&nitgm :not ories

Argeatinian furniture factorirg sre not bige The nverspe is less then
twenty workers,

Genorally, they began with small vworkshops, ns a result of looal ree
miests, and with time they improwd both industrinlly anpd commeroially,
Beotuso of this, mnnmnt, is not professionsl snd freruently factories
Are manrged by the owners. His corporstions »re few,

During meny yerrs, the imports of m~chinery were fotbidden, but sbout

- ten yesrs ngo, import~tion wea open an1 many mrnufacturers re-equipped their
frotories with new and modern machines, gsenerally bought in Germeny and
Ifl.lyo

There are only few schools which temch crrpontry, 2ad they train orbinet
mekers; but pupilc are not trained 0 use modern mrchiness There nrea no schools
for supervisors for the furn.ture industries, These employ mechrpicsl
enginners or technicirns le~rning the specinlity on the factory floor, but
A8 the wood industry does not have the came prestige or usiatus ns the metslur=
gioal or sutomotive industriec, for oxample they employ less qualified personnel,

Barketing

Purniture is marketed throush exclusive furniture shops. It is not
oommon to mell furniture in supermarkets.

Practiorlly all furniturc produotion is sold in Argentina, 1 belong
to one of the fow frotories that exports part of their production (40 per
oeat), but generally, production looks to loosl merket, that hes » great
domand,
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Sash plant mo its om designe, free-lsmse designers werking
in the furaiture industry do not exist, although wo howe 2 fow good
designers. These good desigmers are working in other sectors, such »g
housewsres. Designs are besed on Buropern siyles, specinlly Itealing,
vhioh are known through mesmsimes *nd cther specirlised publiortions,
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