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INTRODUCTION

The Herublic of Xenya w:ih an arve of 61,044 quare kilometres
(approx. 274,960 97emi..e8) and a popuiration of 12,5 million people is
& country G tricauous otographica. livereaty, Fracuically evary
lénd form and type rarsming from ruoiated manntaine anAd parmenent snow
(found above 4.60. me’1es on Mi,lenyw) w0 a trum decert landscape is
pregent,

ORESTRY HISTORTACAL BA“KGEGUNL

In Kenys, the forestry hirtorr is relatively young. The Kenya
Forest Depariment came into being in 1900, But the Porest Logislation
wis made in 1891, 7This dealt with the protection ol the MANETOve SwaNps
in Vanga Bay and was extended to protect mangroves th-oughout the coast in
1900. 1In 1897, 'he Ukamba Woods an? Forost Regulation: were published
and subsequertly amended in 1900 and “9Cls he firat conservator of
Torests wus appointel in July 1902, At that tima, large tracts of the
temperate Kenya Yighland., which the main farest areas are situated,
/are spnaacly  opulated v the Jomacdic “afai, their stoc’ - and extansive
terds of the 3. u'n e,

Todey, the forers cBtae f Fenya cove s & proximately 2495 per
cent of the coun‘ry's Jand su:Pece and there ic no prospect of any
Chalantial inercior in lLde peraviage exoent by afforeatastion on a
very considergtle scule,

As a result of tha var yeers, large areas of tha moutane conifer
Torest were left deruded ¢f all eagily exnlsitabla timuer, The more
accessible areas were fairly Leavily exploited ani 1herc was little

hope of natural regeneration. Porust Departmunt reaiforestation work
ntarted meriously in aboui 1G4+5 and by 13769 tha estoblished forest
plantation estate was slightly more than 105,000 hecteres (250,000 acres),
The planting progranme now runs at the rate of 6.000 hectaren (16,000 aores)
per annum. The target is 141,540 hectares {350,000 asrer) of emtio softwood
forest in 1980.
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e grooral preductive use of cnr foruats for the eupply of
timber anc otiur roconstituted “orn 0 L wod peedcots gueh as pulp,
ohipboards, p.u'izia-humis, £3brabonrd s i vnoadwnel Denant sust
aEGume an uaporiant osccnonie pesfercian in dus eoutes,  These forest
produots wiil he primarily for the watis+tiotion n{ the nesds of our
QUUR LIy Ll Loing L re ki Calliv v Leid Ll ouspltg will be

exported Lo othrr acunteing.

BAWNILLS

Commercial exploitatiun vegan as Lhe railvway line progressed
inland, first for fuel and ister for mawn timber. The firat aawmiil
ws set up in the Bisl Al ardares abuut 1902, and was rur by water power.

Sinoe 1946, the sawmilling industry has suffcrad boomt and glumps
and, with fTew sxepiinne, there ha: been 1ittle cupital investoant in
up-to-date sawnilling eqiipment. Some old gawn 113 work on a4 hand to
wouth baeis with a miniwum of capital inven.mant, \

The cid~fankicnel o i1, sfier 1emote from food roar or rail
transport, wa. desimed to ulilize large~sizai logu souttered over
& wide nrea. 1: wam not denigned fur the cooramic wtiligation of
large quant.ies o gma'l ‘oge from 7 sompact plantation area. A
major change [ ocaww )ling eiuiprent meiiods and priloy will be
required in the noar Cuture i order to moderniga nawnills and to
enlargen tham sc that they oen cope with the yield of plantation forests,
But this 45 & ahargs that will bo 4% hoult ar. tlic naoceassry capital ias
not in the vresent inductry.

It is estimuie! that the copt of bodlding &« small sawmill with
& sawn wood produciion of 2% to 30 cubic wolree pep day is in-the order
of KE 97.500 (US$ 243,79C! inclusive of smmiil nachinery woodworking
shop, tools mpnres ani inetallatica as well ar thre vost for power-plant
and logging equipment,



It ie th~ peliny of the Woss' Pyiriment that *he mall
sawailis rhou. . he eupanaad L.t Las S8t officiant mills as more

and bigger rlerlaiion logs hecuns availnble.

The Govermpent assisis Lthose whe vant lo ertablish viable
ramaille vith lwow chasnel! sd torougsh Industrial and Commer:ial
Development Corporation, Deveiopnent Finance Corporation of Kenya,
and Indust: ] Developnon’ K. JuratincR SoMmorcapi Banks do

advance money to vianle sewmiile or SX7 3181 0N,

PLYWOCD

There arc three nlywocd tactcries which lhave been established
in the zouniry recently, These factories speciaiize mainly in tea chests
material with little comuercial plywood being produced, Thers is plety
of room for growth und develcpyment in rlyvood industry in this country
because Kenys ic very far from being salf sufficient in plywood and wood
based parel,

PULP AND PA"EPR FrODUCTS

A K¢ 17 villion pulp and paper myll was conmissicnedt at Webuys in
Hestern Kenya 'r ihe middle ro 1974, ™e factory in degd gned to producs
about 50,000 tons of Kraf'h amd Cu)tu_al paper pesr annun. When in full
production the factory will amploy morc than 1,000 vworkers and oontribute
more than K& 3 million %o tho Grosu National Product. The Project will

‘uersasy corsid-rable enployment opportunities in the forestry and transport
sectors.

PIRBREBOARD FAQTOIY

A fidbretoard [actory was commiseioned at Sokoro Elburgon near
Rakuru in the Rift Valley Province in August 1975, This ie a subsidiary
of Timsales Ltd. Timsales I.td. ic a private company which has over 40 years
experiencoe in the marketing und re-processing of timber products in Kenya.
Over the years Tirsaien 113, has worked toward: an irtegrated wood using
industry. To thia onde it has estaslished the bigzest sawmill in the

country at Sctoro, the first nlywcod facto:y alsc at Sokoro and now a
fibreboard factury ai Sokoro.




The £itro snsvd fac oy «f Cokoro .s the Fiza: et F IR L ¥
kind in Kenya. 17 util zes Koow Lviius nd Cypress mill wagto ae raw
material. "™ha fictory irx Adralgesd 1o prolee e deosrds, nedivn donoity
boards and softboards, ‘Me nreduction rale im approsniontely 1.400 to
1600 gheants v conmdy sor Jay anl eeploys 290 revions. Thic projent
costs approximal iy ¥ 4 wiiilon.
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A amel) part.ile Yoard Yrotory cpened at Yakuru towmards the
end of 1975 . Th:u plant ir denimnoed to utilive mill waste colleoted
fron several amill saw millz in and arcund Hakuru.

HAJOR SUPPLIE!Y Ch SAWMILLING MACHINLKY IN KINYa

Only thomssuppliors knew 49 the author aye linted below, This
1131 is not exhaustive, thore mny be other surliers in Kemya,

Te  ABaumsnny (Fanya)l Ltd, Kainly Stenner and Wadkin
PyOJBox 32570 Feoduots
Nairobi

20 0Dilfilian Co. iLid. _ Yeinly orley (UdA) and
P.0.Box : 044 Cemiaur, (Ituly)
Reirabi

Je  Machinery “ervices (C.+R.Ltd,) Rohineon (UK) and
PeOsBet 39340 Mitioo (UK)
Nutipobi

4s Radbiome “jerks Che Lid, Forano scm\)
PoCoTlor 42334 Brenta (Belgium)
Nairobht Forestor (UK}

5. Sandvilz Masi Afrios Ltd. Swadish Jaws aad Btell
PolaBox 18264
Neirchd

6. Jandu Werkmhop ¥anufactures Simple Log
P.0sBox 45776 : Carr:eage and smali portadble
Rairohi circuiar raw mills

Te Settlers inginesring Worke lanafactures aimple log
P:OcRox 234 Carrioage

8. Blaokwood Hodge (Kerya) Ttd, Jeidding Buipmente
Py0eBoy 45158 maceiy Tabes Jaoks from

Kafrol. Sanana



ENR3CHS DPLOYED IN PRIMARY POREST INDUSTRIES (SOURCE POREST DEPARTMENT
AMNUAL REPORT 1969) |

REPORT 196
Puelwood 989
(harcoal 1625
Poles 390
Pence Posts 119
" Mengrove Harvesting 675
Tiaber Sawrille 4074
Timber Pitsawyers ' 1514
Others 61482
TOTAL.. 23458

- Por statistios oovering trade in timber and forest products for 1969
essce refer to attached Appendix 1,









