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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org
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The Yarger plastic manufaciurer: prodece a wide vange of compodi tiexn
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In recent times e use m‘wpiu‘-tics in aqriculture has become
inervasingly impogtant an—.; A s 'z.;;ning witer acceptance among the more
progressive facmers, Present agricultural usaqge is limited to packag~
ing, reservolr liner~, animal sheltrrs, greenshouses, silage covers,
nurzery wrap, pots and irrigation.

Plastic apelication in agricultu: » fiod it« arcatest nse at present
smong horticulturists in providirg shade from sun and protection

from the wind. hxfprumloae Chicopee Cloth and Saran shade seroene
ing is weed extensively for yrecn houscs for anthuriwes. The

cloth in imported im varioun grades depending on the light penetrae
tion end filtration derircd. This material has distinct advantages
over mpre conventinnal matcrials such ay wooden slita and cheesecieth
because of fte longevity and the ecasc with which light pemetration
and climatic conditions cap be centrolleds The expected 1ifetime

of the Chiropec cinth {8 10 vear: and on cxamination after ) years
there is no sign of deterioration,

Approximately 50 acrex of nursery green house: have been erocted
wsing this macrial an? these have been hiohly swceersful,

the wsc of  ‘astic Vinurs for row volrs iz lisitesd as farmers ate
using butyl rubber shects to reduce scepage and leakage frem pends
and vatering arcas. For large areas such as ponda the palyethylone
sheet widths which are too marrov, and the dosired sise would have
te br built wp from section= sculed toyether. This esercise
roguires shilled labour which is not readily available. 17 theaw
problems cen be avercome the potential use of polyethylene in this
area wenid be greatly incrcased as 1t is such cheaper than using
canerete verorveirs butyl ruther and wator storaspe ie essential
Guring the estendrd Grought periods which are frequently esperiensed
in Jamaiea. ‘
fpprenimately ) siilien polyethylene mursery begs are weed coth poor
for propagating sud shipping rected piants. Felysthplions file s
ois0 uned for pacheping flowers cgpectally for enpaprt. Plastie pots
are videly mbstituted for glaned pots as neod for walering o
srestly reduced, md the porewntepe loss theough Wredkage is roluced.
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Lrpigation ea et il o e goeg Lt T T INOTE

m;';c' irriaatron § Liry hes kot FUTRTE R TICRINTE & L LA L INTL P
l:;ic;ch Jrrinatien sy vems Bocaace o tailnee af the tartinng

unider Righ wut o3 prossure) a8 o T wuit pladac (v Sipes orpe waed!
only for wain bine distrihution ot water and iloodt irriagation systems,
Chere i g inetooed tee of polyethyives sheste i dane making,  The
vnee of thexe sheets Las consy gdevab¥y oodue n AL ot et -t ) ege making
by eliminating the wecea iy of conmupd vang e sty cunarete ar metal
witocs, and can thcerotor: B ) creal bete e to rmatd 1iventock

farm crx., Lo making tho sifoge. vlagtie «betina a1 applicd to the
siden and top of th: ‘rerch ~i11u. The sesults ot thy application
hove bren encourapiiag and wider upe o pi.»l»th o thix avea i=
cxpected, empecially whoo the probaom Lpaitane ot the tep 6 jaches
im overcome.

In Jamnica. tto npe of piastaces r Livestoek pro:du. tion prolatly finds
its yreater ume in tre field of Eultr! production. Within the
hatchery industey ptaghlic i4 u<d feg anyg cetting traye, trav. for
transporting baby chicks and as per e tive packastinng for fertile eqas,
The transition from metai, papeiboard ami wonden continers to Plastic
has signi icantly contributed to vt~ dnyelopment. 34 hag afforded
greater lisecase controt, o higher Vovel oo aritarion and as the cone
tainers are veussblc and huve a lonner tijotime they have heen tound
to bo mere cconosical. Kyg conloiners ave nnde from pnlystyrone and
approximately O aflijon are produccd vach vear, Other u-ex in the
pouldry imdustry include cateohing crat s, waterees and pachaging for
dresned poultry.

in the dairy anduatey, p!asu.eu finds its widest use as contiainers

for yogurt, i1ce croam and carvying caeses of boxed milke The une of
plastic bettles for vhole wilh has not yel Leen introduced into
Jamaice.

e ftfu industey usen & wide range of plastic products but only
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The matinfa bt e of eapand b poty i e G RO A T

explored by a local wanufactorer.  The  coimel ve ot yeloon the

v arket and its surcess od poeep e wi bl be adependent o fle quartiy,
cemasumer cducation and coasume v vcceplano e,

In August, 197y a 1 maa NI teaw victed damodca oandor (e pegis
of UNIND Bpecial Indurtrial Seevices frogramme in 1cuponsc to a
roquuest for axsistanc: to the plastic inmotry. Mhia wreparatory
mission was to evaluale the novds of the plastic: indeslry in Jamaica
and (o recammond the men.ures ot assistence by (NDO, The repart ane
rocssmendations of this wission arc not yet availoble bt there arc
aroas whore MIND can be of groat ansistance to the (ndustry and
Jamaieca.

Wiehin the plastic tnduntry there is need for technical trataning in
polymer chebistry and dic od would askihy. “Tere io alse a wecd tor
ongeing h'alnil. preyrammes in cutting, storing and handiing moterianle,
Narbets have becn developed @ an ad hoc basis ad there is need to
cnpand the vspert sarket. An cxisting problea in that of increasing
onpgartine e techuical skill in order te increasne Lhe quality and
quantity of the prerent level of manufarcturo o that the high labnue
ooats can be overceme amd Jamaican woda can be cop wtitive e She
damestic ad cxpart markel.

here i very 1ittln guality control and iesting corriod ocutl by
plastic aanufacturcrs and inors. The groving relc of standardigation
i hene and forcign trade oreater: the nerd for applying aw'' istiredue~
tny aatianal ond intersationat plasticr ntandards,

fs yot, there are no Ja@nican Standerds for plastic. or plastic com-
moditios oxcopt in the crne of PV pipes Lut dntc national spectitoa-
tians are availahlc for testing cod veforonce,

Samsioan plastice induutry hos not been roalisad becaust of & lack of
apwtios vithin the Burcan itueli. This in bont illustrated by e
nabiiity of the Bureaw (o fully satisfy the roqeestn fred the plastics
tadustey for ssalistanee in -

Amdardivation of products

welity eontrel wpetele

midance in duvelupuamt of aov wrediets

othets of Ganiai ety esistiag cqutenat ¢ ahinwy
aligting plastie groducts for sse o 0 agrientiture s
entan.
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The Bgreay of Stapdards tp recomicing ity natnility to feleifl b

role in the plastics industry wmul the urfavourasis cfiet (U will have

on the “uiurs cxpanrion scoks te roctidy the o itua’ can by 1 egaest ing

asvintance from UKl v the fullswiaar-

al SpecialiscA traindoa of Bureosan per mavt in o tasite Technology,
fabrication, yuatity conirel and Cesting,
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e) Iadustrial osposure,

4) Expansion of preseat butidarg L iibiica.

o) Bspamsion of staff.









