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o HISTORTCAL sanCHGIROCUND

The synthetic fiber industry in the Philipplnes is
relatively very young, It started in 1969 with an initial
production of %00 tons of polyamide € filaments which went
up to 1,52% tons in 1970, The esxtablishment of a polyeater
plant in 14971 almost doubled syntnctic fiber production in
the countryv, in 1973, produclion wint up to £,085 tons whieh
supplied about 30. of tre tolal nolyamide and polycster fiber
requirements of the local Lextile industry. ‘Table 1 pgives
the yearly production fipures tor =ach type of fiber,

Table 1

Production of svnihrtic Fibérs in the Philippines
(metric tons)

Lteaname i o I e 7 T

. 1969 . 1.970 Y . '972 197,

D e e - DT e e - . - - . - un

Polyamide Filament®* 500 1,52% 2,010 2,173 2,14)

Polyester Filament#* - - 500 1,954 2,390

Polyester taple#* - - 900 J.071. .48
Total 500 1,4972% 3,410 7,798 8,033

Jourcet i

" Textiber Corp, '

**  Textile M1lis Asuuciation ot the thilipnines
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IT. PRESSNT OT0PUG Ak Ui Lol
A, Hanufzecturins incioatics

1) Polysuide 6

At nrescnt, the lexfiber ferporetion ie the only comrany pro=
ducing polyamide t filamonts, Llextiber is c:plistered witn the
Pnilippine Board of Inveziments (%01) an a preferred pioneer
enterprise for a total cupacity of 6,260 melric tons per annum,
It has an investment worth &% miliiorn pesos. The company has
a technical tie-up with Vicker-Zimmers Corp. of Germany.
Another nolymeri:zation plant of the same company is presently
under construction which is expected to increos« production
to 11,000 metric tons ver annum,

In addition to Texfiber Corp., iwo more companies have
registered with the BOI for polyamide 6 production, 'These are
Philippine Polyamide Corp., & tie-up with Atata & Co.,limited
of Jepan and American inilippine Fiber “orp., a jointeventure
with Bouligny & Co., of switzerland, Their registered producte
fon capacities are 5,190 and 2,000 metric tons, respectively,
This would then increase the total ajpsresrate nroduction capae
city to 18,690 metric tons of polyamide € per annum,

2) [Polysster

™e local production of polyester fibers and filaments
is nresently under monopoly of Filipines Hynthetic Fiber Corp.,
which has a capital investgent of 120 million pesos and a re-
gistered canacity of 13,200 tons per anrum. This company is
technicglly and financially assisted by Teijin lLimited of
Japen,

By the later part of 1979, another comnany will po inte
commercial production of polyester, Thias is the Lakeview
Insustrial Cornoration which hes a reristered capacity of
4,500 matric tons per annum and an spproximate investment of
150 sillion peaos,




B. naw iaterial Sup;ly

The wopndy o rov patericls is ndniy cooeadent on
imporiutio:n indsmuch an Locr: @ no pe trochenical industry in
tae country. The wonomer maleiials are imported from Japan,
Burope ard the U...i, Importalion {lpures are fsiven in Table
2, Problems on supnlv wostly lie on increnasing cost of rew
maturials,

Teble 2

Importation of liaw Materials
(metric tons)
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9?0 1971 1972 1973
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1. Caprolactan* 1,81¢ 24390 2,58% 2,9%
2, kthylene glycol#*e - 490 1,799 2,0
5. Dimethyl terephthalatew® - 1,512 9,427 6,41

Sourece:
* Texfiber Coryp,

LA Board of Investments
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C. Demend for Synthetic Fibers

with the increased popularity of synthetic and reyen
fibers in the local textile business, domestic consumption of
these materials increaser annually as shown {n Table 3. Per
the period 1403=1y72, domestic supply of synthetic and reyem
fibers reached sn averare level of 14 1065 and 7,482 metrte
tons per yrar, respectively,
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Fabile S

bomegtic Congsunption of uyuthetic Jibers?
(metric tons)

PP o Gl B e an b B« sn e b o - e e me . PN S T "I,

Year Rayon Lsynthoetie Total

1972 18,012 19,933 37,944
1971 20,178 19,893 60,071
1970 18,647 11,3114 29,968
1969 20,413 59472 24,009
196 17,139 11,800 29,027
1467 16,708 4816 21,004
1966 11,5497 64220 17,717
1965 . B,818 295452 11,150
1964 10, 392 560 10,910
1963 Ly 740 935 - TY L
cem - = Total 232,21
Sourees

Studies on ihilipnine lndumri.es by Private Development
Corporstion of the i hilipplne,

* Dpmestic supply equals production plus importation less
exportation,

Beaed on historical consumption, domestic textile
requirement s nrojected to increase (rom 741,2 milllon square
yards $n 1973 4o 850 willion squere vards in 1976 to more
shan a billion square yards in 1980, This would lead to an
apnval consumntion of about 40,000 to 6HO,000 metrlc tons of
reyen snd aynihetie fivers which i3 ahove the maximum argre=
gete registered production cspecities of local fiver produsers,

The leca) synthetic (iber protusase are ususlly under the
upervision of the companies in which they are technieally
SiedenPe Vith this aevenyesent, recent toshnolegical develepe




ments are usually transmitied locally throurh these foreign
compandes.s  he locetr 1t ncoLeees tave rie.d testling
facilities frr juel:ity Gonnrs ant Ue. tansucting reseorch
studies on product and orocoo. improvemncnt, i addj tion, the
Philippine Textile .es-arch lnstit.te mainta.ns well fyuipped
testing and research laboratouries for almost all tvpes of
fibers, yarns ana fatrics,

I1Ts PROBLEMS AND NewbS POR T2ChiMICAL ASLT5VANCE

The local svuthetie fiber industry is 160 much dependent
on importation of the monomer raw materisls., PFroblems on
supply mostly lie on increasing cost of raw materials, There
is also & problem on restriction ot techmolory due to teche
nical tie-ups with for:ign firms, UMIiX) assistance would be
most beneficial in t1is fileld through sponsorship of technical
seminars and workshops on Lhe recent developments on synthetie
fiber technolory,
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