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LITRQPUCT 10N
Among the nmany ‘rell ‘aown tinber producing countries

of the world:s Latirn Anerics/Amazon, Central Africs and South Bast
Asia, Indcnesis can be countad uncn as » rajor surpliexr of many wood
upeciés suitaole for the furaiture and joinery trade, a few of whioh
are

Tenx (Tectonn graaic)

Rumin (Gorystyluas)

Merdau (Intsiz)

Moranti (Dintsrocerpacenc) etc,

The provlem of the furniture industry of the country is that only
few plants sre mechanically operatad while mainly in handioraft vork
very simple hand tools are being used i{n the traditional manner, In this
very short papar, *he writer will try to describe the development
and problems,
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One of the pre-requisitcs for development of the furniture
industry is the ~vailability of zaw material.

The area of the Indoa-sian foreat is cstimated about 122 milliem
heotarce, Nf this arca 30% consist of bushes, plantations and villages.
That means, the actual foreet te 70% or 85 millien hectares, which is
more than .nough tc supply the woc® industriss in this oountry,

In the Indonesian forcsei, w) found almost 4,000 speoics of weede .

™ey spread nlong the archipelego; for example, ‘

1. Merentit grows :long tha coast of tho islande of Indencsia

2, Bumatras Pinus growe in icch and North Sumatre,

3. Kalimantan: The Baain srows along tha contml and West coast of Whe
island, besides Joluting aad Nyatoh, .

4+ Balawesis Merbsu grows in the vcentral of the island wish Doy, z
spreading in the middle and the bay of ‘!eltat.. |

S¢ Irdan Jayat Matoe and Forbau grows all over the island.

e ogrew L

6, Jeva:t The famous Java teak is still boing considered as one of L B

more popular woods, and the oldest materials fée Pwwitle
makers in Indonesia, ‘ P
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8inco 1973, thers is a tendency for decreasing the oxport of scmo
wood species such as licranti, Remiv, and Task, but ‘roreasing in somc new
spaoias, This means ther: wore nther spocies ~f commercial timbor dig-
covared suitable for oxpert, This situation can be 3.1 from the following
tabloa:
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1. Meranti (Diptorocarpacesa) ¢*,52 62,13 ¢, 74 51,83

2, Menin (Gonystylus) 9,30 10,40 11,94 7,40

3. Agatis 581 2,8C 2,52 2,

4. Teek (Tactons Grardis) C,58 0,32 0,35 0,31

5. Pulai (Alstonia) L6l 0,24 0,40 1,58
6. Kapur/Kerniig (Diptcrocarpus/

Dryobalenops) 1,15 0,36 1,08 6,03

7. Others 13,05 22,57 20,97 24,14
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Source: Statietical dat: from Dirsotormtc C.iveral of Foreatry
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Purniture in Irdonesis at prcsent is manufactured both in factories and
#mll work shops, Before 1965, thoro was little progress achieved in
the mnufacture of furnitura, Shortage of capital, and technioal knowhow was
the min reascn of this eituation, Sinoce 1965, our new Government, known
as The "Now Orde" came into being and 2 nev spherc of businecss is
doveloping, Mcre and more buildings arc being srsctcd and peeple are
sarting to think of improving their products, inoluding the furniture
mmbets, to sop® with booming warkots for their products. Nestly, the
prise of good quality furnitmre is still not within roach of the eommen
poeple, becumas some of the materiale are still being imported, such as
fobeéon, hasdhmres ote,
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At presiat, tho deazstie maps:ta npa atill favousdlo but tho time
1411 com3, W' u cumpatition will sppe-r on the scanc ani so wo havo %o

sazk for exnort markots,

Some hanaicrifts wore veing .xport:d befors dbut in very poor cvondition,

due to lan!: of t:ocbnical 'incy low,.

In order tc produca ‘gord™Amd  daurmbic furniture it71s lmpemtive thet -
timber being used suu1d be .11 seasoncd, Almost all handicraft goods being
axported befcre thé. wood wag troated i this mennor and that is why suoh
of them woere reciiv:? i bad conaition at deetiaation, mostly in Westemn
countries, tlicrc the hwumidity is verv changoable,

Spoaking of uxport markets there are '3 points which nead to be stressedt
1. We muet marter ibe tochnical know how so that wo mgy produce a good
design and quality product.

2, Capacity o¢f production must be large enocugh to meet the demand,
3., Price must be competitiv:,

Of those thrce major p'roblcma, the let and 2nd are of looal conserm

snd can bo overcom: by

- developing = botter program in our institutional and
eduoational aystaom;

- seminar and trairiag, or hnving experts from other countries whish
are morc advenced in tochnical know how; for instance seminar amd
treining, product adapiation for oxport with thc assistance of UNED®
and from our ovn Gowernment institutions (such as Ministry of
Industry);

- 5 bottor management program, especially in the profastien fleld,
in ordar to boost production and at the same time effoot greater
efficicnoy through the industey,

The last itom (point 3) is where our Government can assist:

= The pricc of locally produced items, such as wood, is uswally
expensiva as compared with similar material whioh we ocould tupesd
from abroad, It sounds peouliar, but this situation is what w
really moet i cur countrey,




~ This eituation is duc to a aigher transportation “and NAndling oost,
There ar> minly 2 areas for obtainirg skilled labour in the furniture
industry:

8. Appronticos who attesh thomsalves tc mostor oreftsmen or furniture
workshope with somo who have seined their taleat by inhoriting same
from the oldir goreraticn, sspacizlly in the handicraft making,

b, Graduatos from this vocational inetitutss arps relatively still very
""’; 2. d thoy are not fully trainad in the furniture fiold with
most of thom being in building sector,

There are only ? vooational institutes whion are fully involved in
training ir the furniture fi:1d in tlo oountry, one is being operated
by the Government loonted in Jakarta and tho other is froa ﬁe ulic

Mesionery in Semarang (Cuntral Javz), Wage rates are lese than those
in effoct in othor doveloping countries,

S IR AKR CRANCE F LISTRAUTION
The first 5 yoars Dovelopmant Plan has been passed which has been
stressed on tho developnent of agrioculturc, starting from 1969 until 1974.

Wo aro row in the scoond 5-year Development Plan and one of the
poegiums is the developaont of infre-structure, This includes oxection |
of Yuildinge for officos, hotels, institutiomls, echools, etc., and this
0o doubt will mesn the use of more furniture.

Move are minly three kinds of furnituro:

L Rateslusiian
hmwmdpwoalwmohmmdmm
Nere ate 2 hinds of wesden furnisures:

& Dentard ype Be offives, hotels ot0.
b b pler Wpe, 2evtly for heuschivld woore,

.
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Thic typoe of furniture kas ~cf to Lo more popul-r ia recent ycars,

Altheugti it de otill 2ed ir e traditicual way, it scems to be very
well roecived ow bet! the laen) and xport mark:ts,

Inaofar as 11 doawcstis 7 rkot is concerned th.o furniture manufacturers
scll their produsts direct to *he customer with only a fow are

gselling througn the departnont storcs and shope under consignment

baeis,

To aveid unfair compatiticn, tus furniture manufacturora havc

recently Tormed  ar apscciation called “Tho Indoncsian Wood Produot
Manuf~cturcrs issoriation", For oxprort they prcmotc their prodaots
throush som: trade faira with tho assisinnce of the National Agency for
Export Devalopment,

SOUCLUSION:
Sinc. tho Govermment of Indonesia plans to restrict the export

of timber as logs, unizcs they are convertcd into sawn timber of other
wood productis, the furmiturc industry should banofit matorially from
this move in the forosasble future, Furthormore, Indonesim has all
pre-requisit=s nccd:d to furthar ~msist its

- Abu-dant sources of tinber,

- Aun -mple lesbour force,

= Tachnical knouw hew widch is nowr developing,

Por the axport market action muat b. takon by the Government:
let to assist in lowering transportation and handling dostas,

2nd to allow for reliof by means of "Draw Back Duty" for M
goods much aeg upholastory mataxirles, hardwares eto,
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