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employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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SECONDARY INDUSTRY

In the woou dndustry of Hondv.ns thepe are a nusher of firme
which are involved in the necondery industry of the businesns, all of
which are dedicated to the promotion of woud ajiher as a finished or
unfinished product such ast furniture components, cabinets, moldings,
frames, doors, windows, otc. In other words theee firms concentrate on
utilising wood either in green or dried form in the manufacture of their
producte,

HISTORICAL DEVELOPIENT
The wood induetry utilises a volume of approximately 406 of
tropioal hardwood and 608 of pine in the form of raw material. The
utilisation of' the forest hae been conoontrated in the pine epecies due
to the homogeneous composition of the reacurces and ite location within the

road infreetructure of the oountry. Of the operating sawmille, only one,
looated in Dulce Nombre de Culmf, carries out a selective cutiing programse
of tropical hardwoods, in such specics ae mshogany, cedar and walmat.

i The country hae a Limited number of factories and workshops which samufasture
varioue types of furniture and other secondary producte, CONTESSA ie

the moat important manufacturer and in itn eize it is followed by Maderas
Indusiriales, Internmational Wood F.oductn, Musbiee Gulicia and the
Cooperetivae CAHIL and CIDAS (3ee Annex Wo.l),

CAPACITY

The totel inetalled oapacity of the secundary industry ie 29.%
willion Lempiras, of which 20,6 of the oapacity originatee from mtiomal
f raw saterial in the form of sawn lumber, The diotribution of produots
t ie ae follows: R

on o 8)
Touldings, toel handles, : ’
etioks, ‘boxu. ete, 948 1?
Plywood" 9.7 3
Purniture 14,0 2
TOMI, 29,5 40




The ingtallng C21e2ty of fuywn uambe g 13 4n tha order of 143,2 willion
Lempirae,

ERODUCTION

The estim.ted production of the . tondsry industry » 1974 was 18,4
million Lempiras, The detai) pop preduct i shown belows

PRODUCTION ESTIMATES OF ™HE LUMBER

INDUS IN 1¢

(Million of Lempiras)
Broguct Angant Forentagy
Moldings, stick, tool
handles, boxes, etc, - 3.5 19
Plywood 6.5 35
Purniture (See annsx) S A¢
: TOML 18,4 100

At present there is low utilisation of the raw material, eince the
oountry only usee 18,4 % of 1ts production in the sscondary industry with
the rest baing exported, (Ses table ¥o.1, Annex ?)

It is important to note that the production of the secondary industry
is directed to the national Barket and very little is exported $o the

internationa) market, with the axception of 49% the production of plywood
that 1t ig sxported,

T3
*) Bruipment
™e installed equipment of the plants, gven though it has been recently
installed, hag been purchased out of bids made in the United States or

has been ssiected by the head offices of the firms now operating in the
oountry,

With faw exceptions,we enn say that the applied technology for the
sanufacture of this squipment (mouldings, circular sultipls saws, eto,) ie
obsolete and in general is 15 yegrs older than new oquipaent available frog
the Buropean manufacturers, Thig old equipment ig behind the tines when

Compared to the modery automated techniques whioh Are needed, partioularly
in the field of oxport businssg,




In othar worda, baving ta depand 6n $he e of thig antiguqated
ouipment wall ey, fap behind in the Field of wnod tvchnolop_y, in

proving tn by Ay onptnele o dpha vebel ey, by ' wood

industry, F\»rumrn.nm, the pricap ang onermting coata of the American

equipment for aj pqudvadent yield 1 at leoaut double that of the European
equipment,

TEQINICAL DEVELOPMINT oF Hi:_ PHOVUICTS

Prom amongut the subridinries of ihe foraipn firme
received from thnip head officne,

products doveloped to the level of
prototyper an samples for expert, There jo very little programing and
development of the producte and th '

species in the traditional produots,

apling of the non-traditional tropical

but pbrhapn laboratory earvices oan be obtained

from San Jose, Comta Rice and Guatem:la (ICATYI), Onl; in isolated cases
these services have been made uge of,

oquipment treders,

*) ISR @ Ty

™he country should cregte & center whioh could be Used for the oolleotion
of 1nfu-tlonﬁ'hotln¢ tachnology, dofine policies and critearia for the
Selection of said technology (equipment, nethods and services), relative to the
development of the wood industry, Mig "Information thit® coulg be located
vithin an offieis) organisn of the state, ueing the support of Wibo, 3rmce,
private 1m_ﬂry and aleo the serviges of the Univorstiy,




PR FTEMENTS AMD JO'TONTNTS OF DNE RURNITURR AND
CARANET TVBUSIRY £ 00 T AVATTARILITY

PARTICLE BOARD

There is ne oarticis oard irdustry in Honduras, only in Guatemala and
1t supplien the interior market “ilye 1t 8 not used ir the sanufacture
of furnitur: du.: to the low ge, ling acet of the furniture being produeed,

ZIBREDOARD
There is no fiverboard industry either national or regional and this
type of materia! is not used in the construction of furniture in Honduras,

DECORATIVE | ANELS

Their use in limited to plywood sheathing on some furniture which {a
being imported from Nicaragua, Gammany and Italy.

oLVING

There are two {irms in the country which manufacture a gluing eompound
but some factories profer to import thig produot due to iis higher quality
and durability, The exismting factories (Xativo and Hulera Sula) are attempting
to incroase their oapacity and improve the quality of their products,

T MIERIALS FOR TAPES
All of this mateprial i® imported from the United States,

m It 13 manufactured Tacally and of &good quality, The piant is located
in San Pedro 5ula (Poam de Honduras),

SYNTHETLC LFA'THRK
it iy moatly imported from the United States even though some is produoed
in Central Amcrica but the quality is not up to standard,

HARDVARE

A1) imported from United States, Burope and Japan,

EALNTS

Tere is a local manufacturer and the industry is satisfied with it
product. W fornnse tnat with our eventual entry into the international markets
the furniture industiry fay require a better quality paint but this ean be
wolved by negotiation with the loeal plaat (KATIVO) at the appropriate tise,




INTRODUCETON

Maged coon obcere Lo g o I T F R R 3 AT,
prequection of aae’ o1 Lhe rivatbay whothar the, = small, nedium or Large,
none: of them concenutes - on - ey slity st ey dn dome in otherp

countrien, but 11 1o avpercnt thal they muet cventunlly direct thair efforts
towarda siurying: the poraibitaties of anecialisntion on some gpocific end

uges of furniture for uge in the home, office, heopitale, schools ~tc,

TE™AL - MARKIT

The marknt in Hondurar for wocd manufactured prcducts conninta of

furniture and diversified and usen, It ir very small and its profitability
is very limited due io its purchasn capacity and the non-existance of markets
for our produnta. Neveriholros, importe bive decroased and exports have

increased after the local wirket dumand han been rupplied,

The only statirtical dala available s that shown on Annor 3 Tabla,

INTRINATIONAL MARKETING

Intvoduciion

Many times, sincs the brited Maten ig so clore Ly, it hae been
thought primarily to export to that tountry where the demand for high
quality furniture and tropical worin aricte, fortunataly, the requirements
for thic market ar: no demnnding that 16 ig not recommonded to try to
enter it mrince the velume roquired eannot te covered by the plants prenenily

opemating in our country.

FURNITURE EXPORT

Before ombarking on Ui -xportation of furnjtury from tho eountry 44 i
recommended that 2 complets market study of putential market areas be carried
out, The cost of nuch ytudy should be shared by Govermment and private

industry. In Hondume we do have the andvantnge of knowing the value of our
woed in the regional and caribbean markets and therefore this helps us in our

sales progmas,




ANTERCRANURTAL _ LIMITA'MIONS

The amaj) furnit ioa jneg, Ty in teaditional ard due to jig conservative
merbaiity oo d Shy TG ey mder ot displave g mtlive attitude towsrds
the internat). .- "lendd yarket; the reverse, hov-:ver, caun be said of the larper

mdugtry bercaure of ite TAPreRrivenece,

QUTL 00K
S wpats e
In March of 1974, Lic, Marie Acevndo, BID Consultant, made the following

comments concerning the 1ndustey s

"The designs which the Coneultant found in the market are not national
but instead they are copica of cther countries, taken out of magasines
and being mostly of ,verican design,

industria} design of furniture beoause of its traditioml oultura] baok-
&round,

The Mayan cul tupe in its man ifestationg in Copdn, left ths dountry
an invaluable richness which bas been esrried on from generation to generation
in the area of design by craftsman, manufacturers and carvers, T™ese can be
developed aven further, Hondurag respects its tmditional Mayan design carvers
and crftsman and no doubt they can nerve A8 the basis for the mnufacture designe
in future internationy} markets,

It is important to note that in setting a price for the finished
Product, there are three basic cemonnents involved; the amiladility and
cost of raw material, design and uality,

In the came of An  exclusive product wvhich has both dosign and quality,
the manufacturer ¢An ret the price he wiches, however, he must always be
aware of compatition whay following this pattern,

The Consultant Conniders that in order to be fully cognisant of the
furniture industry jj, ilordurag, it g heoessary to keep in mind the probleas
which curtail jig davelopment and which are cited ag followss

niferous or e ufactured fu 4 [

= Sufficient materia] duly finished, shoujd be available, Ip other vords the
Sawn lumber whioh ig produced should be dried und treated with o
preservative,

- Marketing Surveys require to be carried out,

-~ e laok of interprenuria) aggressiveness,

{

SR e L e,




Trogica] harduend oo fac ouped Farni iy
S Hondn i v L erne s s rpe peec g ot aweod oy (e whiteh nt preannt
lee nob be ng exe v beo g U bhe Laew e aecras facilition vut ctudian ape
NORCORAnN cereied and o U g1 e ! o e Celintan Tnberaa b dona ) imvelopment
fpreney s making oty A doteopms o Lhe et bat iy of raw material an

well g faentitying poneibln indowtraal progeeta,

= The furniture industry han muepiy ppoblame of trepicsl hWardwonds

which tunda to reatrict rroareton of the axisting plantn,

In view nf tho wbove, the gubl. o For the de lopnent of the Yurniture
induntry should Lo oaend uncn the o fort which the country puts towards

making availible raw materiat to the indnalry aver tho next ysar or two,

At presant there are two proseels under wiy for ithe installation of
industrinal planta in the nardwood foreet penepve which are expented to be
operative within a norted of 1) Lo 20 months, The oatimitod investment for thess
proyectes ie Lpe, 40, 000, 00 and the produetion 1o dlrected towarda the
manufacturing of plywood and particle board te produce firishad doors integrated,

kitchen furniture, »ffica and home turniture and pratabricatod houses,

It 1y important to nota that thnge projects are intimntely related to the
global mcheme which thi Government of Honduras hon designod for the sxploitation

of its iropical hardwood foreat
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LIS? OF T PRINCIPAL FURITITURE FACTOKIES (F THE COUNTRY

- Coonerativa CALIL Tegucigalpa

~ CIn. de Cabiye Cartpe TUA, .

-~ Maebles y Doooraciones Galicis

- Frica de Cajas y Cestas de Madera
- Muables Yrioa

- Fibrica de Paliiloe E1l Hatillo

- Pibrica de Puartas y Ventanss Miraflore
- riricy de Interivies de Madera

- Carpinterfa Moncada

- Carpintex{a Diaz Ramires

- Tropical Plywood S.A.

- Maderas Curadas Lardfzabal

- SCANCTAF de Honduras, 3.A.

- Flbrica dc Cajes Industriales

- Cooperativa CIUAS

- Fibrica de Macbles Solex

- Fibrica de Murbles Hexrexa
= Maderas Industriales

- Plorica de Mushles CONTESSA
~ Musbles ALI

- International Wood Products
-~ TDBA

- Denl{ Industrial S.A.




HONIACA: -

General Total

Total Tegucipalp:

1. fadb. lnteriores de Madera
2. CAHIL

3. Yojoa

4, Galicia

S, Fab. Fuertas y Ventanas
Total San Pedro Sula

1. Contessa

2. MNadcras Industriales

3. Solen

8. Jdeal

5. CIDA '

6. Herrere

7. cami

DLMARD o FYORILERT

ANNLN N d
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PRI P [OKM TR COMPANILS

(in Trevusand . o0 Ludart 4oot)

TOTAL VOLUME

CMESNBASYE oMl (OMSUMED

Conifers and

Monti iy Vearly MWouthiy Yeacly Brosdleaves
iy, 0 VR Ve IR L 8,29
HLIN FAUN LU 420 31.212
v e 1.0 12 *
40,0 180 20.0 240 720
5.9 60 1.0 12 72
in.0 120 3.0 36 1%6
5.0 60 10.0 120 100
1R0,0 71¢ 77.0 ave 1.180
7.0 0ko 1%.0 100 1.020
35.0 420 20.0 120 S40
0.0 40 2.0 360 580 )
1%.0 180 8.9 6 216
10.0 120 5.0 60 180
0.0 20 3.0 36 27%
10.0 170 5.0 &0 180

re—
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