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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
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1r, Mexico, the fupniture irdustry, like all other manufacturing
indugtries, finde itself in a difficult situation duc to the economic
cpisis and inflationary consequences that have plagued the Weatern world

since the erargy aituation arose.

This cituation in addition to those already referred to in other
reports such as the gnciomeconomic nroblems of egocial classes and unbalanced
distpibution of purchasing power, hove worgened some of the aix points
mentioned in the 1574 Seminar by Wilfrido Servin and vhich I now list

 C.3 brieflys

- Unbalanced and difficult markets

« No training or educational system in this field
- Unappropriate uge of aome oode

High coste of materials, =»nd thepefore production
« Poopr design

-~ Lack of adequato herdware and wachinery
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Bocause of the nbove mentioned reascneg, the Mexican furniture
industsy has hsd to continue depending more on imports,

In 1960, Mexico's external debt: were 300,59 millica dollars, which
in a deoade triplicated to become 34749 million Diss by 170, and reached
1 billion 331 million Dis, in 1973.

The foregoing serves to poin' out the great depondence of the Magican
industry on jmports, and the furniture {ndustry is no exemptions In 1970
statistios indicated the following figurest

1oms 1) Yoods and wooden manufactured iteme
107,716,026 pemos.

I1) Purniture, furniture parts end accessories
11 ’ 179' Q)l FREOR,

oS §) Woods and woodan menufacturcd items
94,630,00C pesots

I1) Purniture, furniture parts and accecsories
43.10700)) penoie




Sensudering tact o os Urreat rpctaction i ke hae had an annual
iropemas 7 te b I S ‘. cod Yar oy Conldore deud bed L.V l""ol
the eyerasaee oo dneort o aeel dr axneet 4 oto riee i the yoore ahead,

DIPPCTITL e T e ot LpaY,

A opromosnl o toe davelonment of the Noxiean furniturs industey,
woula be ‘o take a0 o0 exarple the Finnded oo Italias fupniture industrics
shdek apound the sixticr eninod the ppedtigs oot reooseniticn of teing
ancnyet onae of the cest hnawn fupritures monufacturces in the vopld, As

I oaen i, thies wer oebic Ly the £5110uiae mennag
Trgditiorn

Both ecountrice aad ~n enormeous Lackerount »f tpaditicon in woodworking

and axploitd 1t oo they anterod the induetri:lization apene

In Jevies the trditisn cxivte whorsky oprigind fexicon furniture,
though 1t fies uch in zrmmen with othor nenbops of the Latin fumily,
1s urdque c¢ o ororisction of the culture that e cpested it, It is
outstaovliing for the dooinant fuslitice of rtructupal strength and
richucs: of decoratisng rathor than for potfinemont of line and eracious

lefanc s,

The fupritur. cormonly used in the WY contupy "ogfeo wae Span‘iaﬁ"
inoetyle but se sdareed by notive apaftones {7 cequired fndividusl
chapaet pinticn, The iowsrs 21 2L o=l inportant colonicte weor: furished
vith Srandah style fupniture weae by Mexican craftamen, having a great
influcnc: from the shapp wad astuel vaprioty of the Mexiean landscapu,
The furnltup. piocoe wope 7eps sirple, =llowing elatomate decoration

without darngor of sveriodng it

I tnis vy, s s zix b twesn Spenish forss ond teaditicnal Pedean
handicpaft, the Mexienn fupriture businusz sion born, The somcalled
Micaion chair which -oors mope tyrieal te people as » reprocentative
pioc: of thin troad, o wrlnut <rmchair with 2 square back and scat of

lonthep ape now panufactur @ in ~tuadone throughout Amorica,




Tha carlg Mexican dining tablies, congiuting of a long plank, mountod

on sewhotrr2o, otill oxiot in scme monasterins,

However, the Mexican furniturc trade his dusn influcnced by Frmanco and
England through thoe introduction of net desigaz but sueh influonces wepe
not folt in the pogional and folk furnitur: businers which remains untouched
and can be counted upon sz the mest ~uthentic manifestation in the
artistic mensc of the people, thercby occupying an important place within
the Mexicen culture, arts ond cmfts,

From among the meny varicties of fomms ~nd styles, thape is ¢ vast
ohoice for the devolopmont of 2 new and better image of Moxioan fummiture
trado,

Teghuology_

Undoubt:ily, Italy and Pinland have dovolopad their own tochnologies
which are ~pplicabls to specific domands, ~nd have industrialisged thaie
fumiture production vithout loss of quality, thus rcducing costs and
baing ospablc of >xprnding their markets,

In this conncction Moxico ic at tho borinning of its industrializntion,
similap to that of tho two menticned countrive in the fiftics, It i now
apparont that it is noceseary to concontmte the offorts of this beanch
of the industry to import the requircd technology from tho more ~dvanced
sountrios in this ficld ~nd to devclop 2 Mixican knowshow for furniture
censtruction,

The cfforta of NIDO are focusod towsrds this transmission of
tochnology and it ie, indesd, 2 plausibloc approach, Tho noxt stcp should
bo to orcate am educational symtom in tho country for the benefit of the
same induetry,

Dogign_

Denign hne bean an outotanding factor in tho approach which was
followed by Italy and Pinland in tho building of their respesctivc industries,
The setisfaotory combinntion of matorial, fom and function is what makos
attmotive fumiture, not only more econvincing for th: Buyers, but also
more conveniont for tho manufacturees who must take into nocount the
Geotion of production and cost,




o el e Lmeertnre s wniel deedgn onen rlevod 10 the devolopnmont
RIS SYRNES RS TUDS AP0 S S CEER G A Pt ARy et e team the sl pupo
Thnes ornd cataral et o treestmer taoot 1k oeoode cna Loathor of the
Fionish furmita ot v ooft cuehaened stocl structurs aad rlostic poes
146 STA NI AN S S IERSRTS FIURES Pt FOLS BATANR A oL VIED & R AL & EX AR

cabem ir T oaine, ot oonmin is depertist to prduce enat and rise
elity Cor bt develorment of o mindle clnss interennl narket, but alee to

crocto mogefinite Do Lt fuimoticaniity and quality for world markaeta,

Exporets

Both countrior pove th. aavastages of baing in Burope, thus being
arlo te share ot Burcnesm topKotay 1t the some tlise onjoying the

privileg - of participotice tn sther ovorsens neprkats,

I Mexico, the Dnit L Sratos boing our tadn custerer, wo have an
almont uniimited mars-t to capleit in Morth imoricy 22 well as into
Purop2. The situsctiog, howevsr, 2till kas not boon accepted in the
minde of Moxicots fumiturs wanuf-ctursrs, whcso industrialization and

axpansion genln go e furthop wthan Tevico's domeatic market,

It iv Cvident thet the promotion of oxports in the 2rae of furniturc
ard furniturs componints must Lo o geal through the collaboration of

indastry -rt the Sovepnmont eo ng to holp cmializs 1w country's balance

Tho smtioned fapestey dovelopment plon is on ite way to devalop and
promot. s ndemuats axploitation of the country's vost natiomal forost
raSoUre i,

Toehuology 1r vagdoning te roach the country by way of collabomtion
progran: such ra v WIDO Seminor ou Furkitur: and Jeinery Industrics,

The poirining cubizets ~pe, taerofora, to promote the education
wnd training ~f the vadl<ble hursn peeources and to devalop design »nd

wepld mapkcte to tele cape of plaomad inercased rroduction,









