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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org
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With a population in the order of 30 million, distributed
over a land area of 261,787 spu re ziles, Burma is a country
rich in ratural resources wnich, mainly for geographical reasons,
have not been axploitel <o th.: oume degree aa thoso of many other
countries. At prezent substantially all of the plaction materiuls
utiliged are imported hnt nrorosale for the phased production of
seleoted polynmariz protucts, Jiurting with tnose bused or
substantially based u;on dndigencus raw-materials have been
initiated and their im, lementition facilitated by the establishment
of a joint UNIC-Governaent of Burma sponsored Applied Polymer
Research Laboratorv (AFRUL).

During the next five years, covering the formative stages of
APRL the Laboratory is expected to service the following
industries with purticular cmphasis upon nuch aspects as the
development to the pilot scele stage of thermosetting resins and
selected conversion products, pronote Alversification of the
product ranges in existing inlustries, implement quality oontrol
procedures and sctablizh aspecifications where necessary, and
promote the usc of row-materials derived from indigenous sources.

Plywood and Furniture Ipdustries.
Burma has long teen renowned for ite supplies of tesk amd

other tropical hardiood ., Its foreats are estimated ¢o
contain ahout 70% of the world's supply of teak, Cons
it has well eatablished plywood and furniture industries,
which are at present using imported adhesives and asseNbly
gives, With the eastablishment of two fertiliser oo-phw
which, inter alia,produce ‘'rea, the development of UeP
adhesives 10 maximise import substitution is regarded s
priority. The poesibility of the indigenous productie
other esssntial materials inolvding formaldehyds,
and furfursl from indigenous sources including natwured.: |
waste wood and soft coal is under mctive consideratis
with possible assistanve frowm UNIDO,




Plpstios Industry

The plastics industry, while amall in comparison with that of
oortain other countiries of comparable size to Burma, has
facilities for the conventional fabriecation uf bhoth
thermopluntices and thermusats, I[ta present capacity is in the
order of 6,000 tons per annum, which is expected to increase
t0 16,000 tons per annmum over the next decade.

- Pabrication proceseeg includet

Injection Moulding =~ with capyacities up tov 32 osz,
produoing conteiners (domestic,
iniustrial and medicinal) from
various grades of polystyrenc
and the polyethylenes,

Extrusion « garden hose, U-PVC pipe and
. oonduit, cable insulation and
A lay-~flat tubing for packaging.

Blow Moulding = QOontainers including water
bottlee for the arny.
Calendering & -  PFlasticised PVC unsupported
Sheeting

film leathercloth and floor tiles,

Oenpregsion Meulding

Phenolios and aminoplasts -
mairly concarned with the
production of mall aleotrioal
; items.
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conventional pattern their products are mainly beeed upon
alkyds of long and wedium ofl length, polyvinvylacetate
emulsiona and acrylio copclyuers.

|

|
With increasing production of castor oil and tung ‘01l over the l
next decade, esuploa witi, the joseibility of beooming more '
than 2elf awffiolent in nmineral 211 as & reamult of ourrent |
off-ghor. explorutiohs, the proupects of produoing alkyds |
from complotely indigencus raw-materials zay be regarded as ‘
favourable in the uediux to iong term. 1
|

!

Apart from domestic and indu.trial nurface coating media
leather finishos are assuming incrcasing importance ao sinoe
depletion of her llivastock durirgihe war years the produotion
of finished hides has grown prograesively,

As a producer of natural rudbber, which has :esumed ite original
importunce saince pronouwnced scarcities of the synthetic rubbers
arose as a result of the ¢il orisis, Burma with the aid of
various United Nations Agonclee is antiocipating the achievemsnt
of highor atandards aorcss the board from the plantation to the
production of rubber goode,

At present ghere are cleven, Government owned factories
producing a rangc of articles including - sports shoews,
bicycle tyras, retroading, foams cushions and weeshers,

Considerable diversification is planned to schieve signifioand
growth,

dexiiie lnduskzy
Although producing a hizh proportion of her own cotton und
811k and having a well cctablished woaving industry Darms

imports annually some 100 million square yurds of textile#
togethor with synthetic yarns and fibres, Tho produotion
cellulose~based synthotios is embodied in tho work 7 e y
of the APRL, &s a means of effecting a degree of impert
substitution,




The provision of anctilliary itemsfor textile machinery,
inoluding cones, pirms and bobbins is envisaged as a distinct
possibility for divorsification in the plastics sector. It 1s
also onvisaged thet formulations for synthotio reein based
sizes and dressinga will be developed,

Pwp and Paper Induptries
With technical ansietance from the Central Research Organization

to which APRL is attached, progrossive growth of the pulp and
paper 1n§_uetry has been planned, A rocent proposal from the
Oomral Ipdustrial Technique Sestion of UNIDO formulatcs an
integrated stratogy for the development of the pulp, paper
and packeging industries,

With her wealth of timbor species, including extensive bamboo
resourgen the possibility of their utilisation in the
produotion of diesolving pulps is forseen, The development
of a wide range of oellulose dased synthetice to embrace such
matorials ass Viscose axd acetete fibros and filme,
oarboxrymethyl cellulose and mutbyl ocelluloes is planned in the
work programme of APRL, The development of such products as
beator addition wet-strengthening resins, resin/paper
conversion producte,eto, will contribute to substantial
divorsification within the induetry.

fhe main prodlems, which have indbibited Burma's industrial

m&:.omt in the past have stesmed from a lack of foreign
m, particularly with regard t¢ oapital iavestment. Her
m ave adundant and with the possidility of the discovery
thes souroes of oil and naturel gas as & result of olf-shore
¢ mmmnmm« uueutmt basis,
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