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with a population  La the order of   30 million,  distributed 
over a land  area of 261,789 squ; re :nilcs,  Burton ia « oouïitry 
rieb in natural re source a wnlfih,  mainly for  geographical  reason«, 
have not been exploit-1  *:o tt. • oune degree as thosj of many other 
countrieo.     At present  nubstantially all  of  the pListioe materials 
utilized are  imported but   provo «nil«« for th«   phased production Of 

seleoteù polyr-.criu pro-lue te, Parting with those bused or 
substantially bn^d u; on Indigenous raw-materials have been 
initiated and their implement-it ton facilitated by the establiehment 
of a joint UNIBO-Govornaent of Buraa sponoored Applied Polymer 

Research Laboratory (APRL). 

During the next five years, covering the formativo »tafo» of 
ÂIBI the Laboratory is expected to service the following 
industries with particular emphasis upon nuch aspects as tho 
development to tho pilot,  acale otage oí the racket ting resino and 
selected conversion products, pronoto diversification of the 
product ranges in existing industrie«,  implement quality oontrol 
procedures end eotablicii ¡specifications whore necessary,  and 
promote the use of raw-materials derived from indigenous aourove)« 

Plywood and Furnlt-ure Induatrleo. 
Burma has long been renowned for ite eupplieo of teak 
other tropical hardv.ood ,    Its fcreata aro estimated to 
contain about 70# of  tho world'a supplì/- of took.    0» 
it has well eatabllahed plywood and furniture induetriet># 

Trtiich are at present using imported adhäsives and 
gluee.    With the establishment of two fertiliser OOmpllKO 
which,  inter alia, produce   urea,  the development of Vh$ 
adhesivos to raaximioe Import substitution is regarded ••> 
priority.    The poesibllity of the indigenous produotio» 
other esssntial materials including formaldehyde» 
and furfural from indigenous «ouroes Including natural 
waste wood and soft coal is under active consideration 
with possible assistance from UHIDO. 
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tlaatloa Industry 
The plafltics Industry, whllo amall in oomparleon with thnt of 
certain other oountrieo of comparable size to Burma« hao 
facilities for tho conventional fabrication uf both 
tharmo plan tics and thermooota.     Ita prcatmt  capacity io in the 
ordar of 6,000 tona por annua,  which is expecto-i to increase 
to 16,000 tons per annua over the next decade. 

fabrication proaeaeea include t 

Inj«otion Moulding 

Extrusion 

Blow Moulding 

Calendering <3c 
Sheeting 

Ooapreesion Moulding - 

with capacities up to 32 os. 
producing containers (domestic, 
inluetrial and medicinal) from 
various grades of polyatyreno 
and the polyethylonos. 

garden hose,  U-PVC pipe and 
conduit, cable insulation and 
lay-flat tubing for packaging. 

Oontainere including water 
bottlee for the army* 

Plasticised F7C unsupported 
film leather cloth and floor tllaa, 

Phenolio» and aminoplaete - 
mainly concerned with the 
production of wall oleotrioal 
i tema. 

^ 

1st ates? osaturie« timi filate« quantici sud artistry of 
tesAs* UsvMiMaare have enjoyed a wwrld-wids reputation, 
$ it p**m* ts* best knot» of Buaea'e oraft industri«»«   On 

IjÉjy^p^ tià&&m mmint, »»ÄÄsh «nd ariating ink« and 
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conventional pat tarn their produciti are mainly baeed upon 
alkyds of long and medium oil length,  polyvinvylacetate 
emulsions and acrylic copolymers. 

With increasing production o£ castor oil and tung oil OTor tho 
next decido,   oouploú with the ;oseibtlity of booomlng mora 
than self sufficient in mineral oil aa a result of ourrent 
off-ahorc. oxplorutiohs,  the proupoets of producing alkyds 
from completely indigenous raw-materiala nay be regarded aa 
favourable in the laedlua to long  term. 

Apart from domestic arid  indu .trial 'lurfac* coating media 
leather finlehos are assuming iricroiaing importance ao since 
depletion of her livestock daring the war years the production 
of finished hidos hens grown prograeeively, 

Rubber Industry 
AB a producer of natural rubber, which haß jseumed ite original 
importance nine© pronounced scarcities of the synthetic rubber« 
arose aa a result of the oil crisis, Burma with the aid of 
various United Nations Agencies ia anticipating tho aohleTonent 
of hlghor standards aoroae the board from the pl=tntation to too 
production of rubber goods. 

At preoent there are eleven, Sovernaent owned factorlee 
producing a rohßc of article! including - eports shoes, 
bioycle tyraa, retreading, foaog cushion« and weshoro. 
Considerable diversification le planned to aohievs slfnifloftSt 
growth. 

•win Mmm 
Although producing a high proportion of her own cotton «at 
silk and having a well e established weaving industsy Burn»        ;v< 
imports annually aome 100 million square yurd« of taitilo« 
togstho* with synthotio yams and fibres.   Tho produotlmm (jfr-i 
oelluloee-baaed synthotios is embodied in tho work p**ft«j4#' 
of the APR!,  ad a means of effecting a degree of import 
substitution. 
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Th« provision of anctlliary itenefor textil« machinery, 
including cones*  pirns and bobbin« is envisaged as a distinct 
possibility for divoraification in the plastioa sector.    It is 
also envisaged thr.t formula tiens for syntkotio resin based 
sises and dreasinga will be developed. 

Pulp and Paper Industries 
With technical aoeie'tunoe from the Central Reaearoh Organisation 
to which ÁPRL is attaohed, progressive growth of the pulp and 
paper industry has been planned,    A recent proposal fron the 
Ooxsrml Industrial Technique Seotion of UHILO formulates an 
integrated strategy   for the development of the pulp,  paper 
sad packaging industries. 

With ferns wealth of timbor species,  including extensive bamboo 
resources the possibility of their utilisation in the 
production of dissolving pulps is forssen.    The development 
of a wide range of oslluloss based synthetics to «abrace such 
•storiala asi Visóos* and aoetat« fibres and filas, 
oerboxymethyl cellulose and «ethyl oslluloss is planned in the 
work programo« of AÌRI.    The development of such products as 
beat or addition wet-strength«ning resins» reain/papor 
conversion products« eto. will contribute to substantial 
diversification within the Industry. 

Th* sudn problems, which have inbibited Burma's Industrial 
develosaant in the past have stemmed from a laok of foreign 
rótte««, particularly with regard te ospitai investment.    Ber 
rtmsmjtosm «r* abundant sod with the possibility of th* discovery 
af apt*«* mouraes of oil and natural gas as a result of off-shore 
Hjmiuitlem» wkioh has rtoently b**a started 00 a ooatraot basis» 
mesJÉmseAa) Ess* the futiera m meat »fmwSmijat*    TIlirttMlwttfly th* 

lisJimWf wili m*«vtt* * »*«anir* of 
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