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HISTORY 

Coat*  Rica was discovered by Christophorus Columbas in the oarly 

beginnings of the  16th cantury during his fourth visit to America. 

This zone was scarcely inh-bitod by indimi but thoy exhibited «3uch 

a quantity of golden je-./ûls thvt  ¡Spaniardsthought it   /as ths richost  part 
of tho new continent. 

They bogan to c ¡.11  it  Costa Rica which means rich coa3t. 

It  fcroed part of the Spanish Kingdom until 18?1.     In thia ti-na, 

Costa Rica became independent and a democratic republic.     Since then it has 

been a very peaceful country with no army -it all  and whose nuin goal  is 

"more  teachers than aoldier?". 

GEOGRAPHY 

Costa Rica is located in Central America and is bordering on Nicaragua 

and Panama's north -nd south aa wall -s the Atlantic and Pacific Ooeans 
ea3t and we3t. 

It occupies an are* of 50,000 km. 

Due to the increase of Jîuropoan immigration and the reduced native 

population,  today 90 percent of its people have   European characteristic! 

with customs inherited from Spain,  i.j.   language,  religion and traditions. 

Today,  its population is 1,300,000.    Sixty percent of it  live in a 

central plateau,  1,200 m high, surrounded by big mountains.    Here, the 

weather is very pleasant:  temperatures from 13 to 30°C all year round, 

the soil is very rich and there is enough water to nuke agriculture and 

cattle raising its main -.ctivitie.-j. 

The traditional products for exportation havo bean coffee,  banana«, 

sugar,  cocoa, vegetables and flowers;  beef and shrimps. 

Now, manufactured goods are being exported also ^nd it is very 

interesting to remark that plastics are in the first lines. 

In 1970 th'j income per capita waj J572 por year. 

/ 
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SITUATION OF PLASTIC INDUSTRY li: COSTA RICA 

The plastic industry of Coat i Rica was bom to fulfil some of tho 

modo m requirements for protection, handling and  packaging of tho 

agricultural products, nuinly banana". 

Today,  it id veiy well diversified but production for Agricultural 

purposes is  still  the moat  important field. 

Tho following areas ara already covered in Coata Rica: 

Procese and/or articles produced 

Acrylic and polystyrene sheot extrusion 

Polyethylene blowing film extrusion 

Injected and blow moulded containers 

3xp-mded polyurothane shoots 

Vacuum forned disposable containers 

Injected toys 

Rigid PVC pipe and conduits 

Polypropylene woven bags 

Acrylics goods 

Injected shoes 

Flexible hoses 

Synthetic leather 

Sleotric wires and ciblas 

Isinrorcod plastic:  furniture and ooits 

Illuminated displays And signpost a nude of acrylic 

Ilo, of factoriee 

1 
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2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 
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Acrylic and polystyrene sheets are mainly used for production of 

lamp   diffusere    (2 factories) and refrigerators,   freezers and washing 

mohines (2 factories). 

Decorative, eubossed acrylic sh3eta have boon introduced in the 

a*zfce+ six months  .go and have a prominent future for building purposes. 

PVC pipe has bf»en officially accepted by the Government and it is very 

popular in diameters up to 3".     Polyethylene pipe in just beginning in 

our market.    ,fo are expecting to introduce tho drip irrigation system 

«uil we need technical assistance to promote its use. 
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PVC profit for windoW3 are not U30d in ^ ^ ^^ 

very cheap but in the „ear future Ca„ ,c cxpe,ted a g^% ^ 
this  features. 

PVC flooring ia not popuUr in Conta Hioa and tiWW iB no factory 

to produce it, bul a, wood i, :,eco.inC .carco and ,Xpc„nive it will be 
necessary to substitute it. 

toñeco,   „„„Wnes, ,„a.,roo„ä ind cthor cropa tóich ^ ^ 

control  of the moisture of the  soil. 

It   provont:: fungus foraAtiona ^^ whQn polyothylcne ¡un 

previously mixed with desinfectas  like m,thyl-bro,nide. 

During the Mily „^ the i:mual piDcipitdU<m ^ ^ 
n nome ^ of to8ti ^ and lt  iB neceg3^ to   )hoitor thR cro 

PlOtoc.   the..     Polyethylene fil, ^ ^  3ucce3afully used for the8e 

purposes. 

arce» housc= m :,MOTint. V3Iy ^^ ^ ^.^ ^ 

yol It t      rrtne **" Sr8e""0USe'! lM 6• —"' *» "- >-* yeire  ¿nd it can be incisasod even non,. 

of jr?8 "* PUy " iC:POrt""t r0l° ln th° "Ur°" *•>^-" ooffoe  tr..., ci,• ind 0MMBntjl pljnt8.     ^^ fluU lus ^ 
•xplolfd oi„co „TO ywr8 a30  ,ut it i3 not 3ihiustad ^ 

„„hiT rriiï poiret,,yioM -•»- « ** ^imi„E t0 OTt„ in the 
IL "** f" *"" ^ ~"' «*»*»•    ^ti-ul ¡»P»r ^ 

»I. .i^t.on had fore.d Proauoers „, &TOlra,ont to to ¿ 

^•ntro-American common market. 
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