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reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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HISTORY

Costs Rics was discovered Ly Christophorus Columbas in the oarly

beginnings of the 16th cantury during his fourth visit to .merica.

This zone wis s:carcely inh.bitod by indi:.na but they oxhibited such
2 quantity of golden joircls that spaniirds thourht it /us ths richost part

of thc new continant,
They bag:n to cill it Costi Rica which means rich coast.

It formed pirt of the Spinish Kingdom until 1821. In this timne,
Costs Rica became indcpendent and 1 democritic republic. 3ince then it his
beer. 1 very peiceiul country with no +rmy at 111 ind whose m.in goal is

"more teuchers th.in soldiera".

GEOGRA PHY

Costa Rica is locsted in Central imerics: .nd is bordering on Nicarugua
and Punuma’s rorth .nd south 13 woll .s the .tlantic and P.cific Oceans
8.3t und west.

It occupies in irea of 50,000 km.

Due to the increase of luropecan immigration ind the reluced native
population, todsy 90 percent of its people hive Juropean characteristics
with customs inherited from Spain, i.c. languuge, religion ind truditions.

Today, its population is 1,300,000. S3ixty percent of it live in .
centrul platesu, 1,200 m high, surrounded by big mountains. UHere, the
weather is very pleusant: tomperutures from 13 to 30°C .11 year round,
the 50il is very rich und there is enough water to mike agriculture and
cattle raising its miin .ctivities.

The traditional products for exportatioa have beon coffee, binsnas,
sugar, cocod, vegetables ind flowers; heef and shrimps.

Now, manufaictured goods .re being cxported .:lso .nd it is very
interesting to remark thit plistics are in the first lines.

In 1970 th: income per capit: was 4572 per year.
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SITUATION OF PLASTIC INDUSTRY IX COST. RICA

The plastic induatry of Cost. Rica was bom to fulfil some of the
modern requirements for protaction, hindling ind packiging of the
agricultural products, miinly banana-,

Today, it is very well diveraified but production for igricultural
purposes is still the most importint field.

The following areas arc already covered in Costs Rica:

Process und/or irticle~ produced I'o. of factories

Acrylic 4nd polystyrere sheat extrusion
Polyeihylene blowing film extrusion
Injected and hlow moulded contiiners
Ixpwnded polyurethanc sheets

Vacuun forned disposable containers
Injected toys

Rigid PVC pipe aind conduits
Polypropylene woven bags

dcrylics goods

Injecied shoes

Flexible hoses

3ynthetic leather

Bleotric wires and cables

Beinrorced plastic: fumiture and vo.ts
Tliuminited diopl.ys ind signposts made of acrylic
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Acryiic and polystyrene sheets are mainly umed for production of
lamp diffusers (2 fictories) und refrigerators, freezers ind washing
machines (2 factories).

Decorative, e.ibossed acrylic shsets have been introduced in the
market six months .zo and have 31 prominent Muture for building purposes.
PYC pipe has been officially accepied by the Goveormment ard it is very
popular in dismeters up to 3". Polyethylene pipe in just heginning in
our market. .e are oxpecting to introduce the drip irrigation system
and we need technicul assistance to promote its use.
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PVC profiles for windows are not uged in Costs Ric:i bLecause wood is
very cheap but in the near future cun Le expertod . great market for
this faatures.

PVC flooring is not POpulir in Conts Rica and tiere is no factory
to produce it, bui 23 wood is becomins scarce and :xpensive it will bhe

necessary to suistitute it,

Polyethylone film hus givzu excellent results in ihe growing of
tobacco, strawborries, muslrooms and cther crops waich need . gpecial

control of the moisture of the soil.

It prevent: fungus formitions mostly when polycthylene hus Jsen

pPreviously mixed with desinfectants like mzthyl-hromide.

During the rainy meason the imual drecipitation could reach 6000 mm
in some areus of Cost: Ricu und it ig necessary to shelter the crops to
protect them, Polyethylene filip hog been successfully used for these
purposes.

Green houses are necoming very populir for nzssive controlled
productior of 2ulbs, flowers und vegetiiles, Polyethylene film with
U.V. mirket for covering thesc greenhouses has grown &reatly in the last
Years ind it can he increased even more.,

Plagiics bags Pliy an importani role in the nursery development
of coffee trees, citrus .ng omamenial plants. This ficld has been

exploited since five yeéars azo sut it is not zxhausted yet,

High densiiy polyethylane bags .re Just begiming to onter in the
sophisticated market for shops and super markets, Truditional paper “agas
are being substituted for this product, The total plastics production
capacity instilled in Cost, Ric. is greater than the local consumption,
This situwation hag forcad producers and Government to cxport to the
Centro-American common market.









