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intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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The populition of Honduris is .pproximitely 2.7 million people. Thore
has besn . tremendous chinge in tic nlastics industry of the :L:du.ntxy.
Let us go bick to 1963 which iz only 11 yeirs .g», the usc of plistic wig
negligible., The first customers who si.rted using it were the bansna

plantstion owners.

Due to the high requirements of #he binuns divisions, thay decided
to buy the plant that supplicd them witl the miterials, ai the sumc time
otiicr people stiried looking it polyethylene :s the savious on the
piackiging murket 3o ithe plustic industry stairted its expinsion in
such 1 wiy that people beg.n to vse 1ll types of product: made of
Pi, PP, PVC and PS.

At the present time there are six consumers of ®»lastic which I
would siy are big plus several other consumers which ire not only
dedicated to plastic industry but that hive cquipment in orxder to obtain
whit they need for their product packugin: The ictuil consumption of
plistic in Honduris is iround 10,000 tons a4 yeur. Polycthylene iz the
number one product in the mirket, 6,000 tons ire consumed i yeir for
different purposes such .u: danins protaction und pack.zing, food

pickiging, laundry,clothing, meat, etc.

The plant, where I am working, is the number one consumer of plastic
mterials. The concumption per year is approximitely 6,000 tons.

Following, you will find the percentiges of tihe different plistic maiterials

used.
Polyethylene 60 %o
Polypropylenc 30 %
Polyvinylciloride 10 3.
10C %

Since the plant, where I work, is the biggest in the plistic market
and since everything that I could s.y about the plastic industry is related
to my work then let me describe whit we do bised on what I do and what
I know of our competitors.

Polyethylene is widely used in Honduris in the f.brication of
banana film, bags, liners, decorative {ilms, color stripse, toys, buckets,
pottles. 50 % of the production goes to the banana industry ind the




remsining 50 7 which is 1 great increase compsred to iround 10 ; in 1970,
goes to whit we c.ll domestic mirket. Tic domestic murket is having
3 tremendous chinge toward: polysthylene und i1t is expocted that in the

future this market will lcad the censumption of P

Polypmpylcne is used ror strupping, t.pe, fibres ind rope and
until this year we ire miking film. 4ith tho fibres we muke s product
called twine which is like vope .nd i3 the number one product. It is
uged by the banana pluntations to o 11 the plunts so when the fruit
grows, the plint will not £211 down. Tic secondary product is the tape
#shich is uesed cxclusively for the production of woven ugzs. The demand for
woven bags is so great that the capacity of the plant is too short.

actual capicity for woven Ligs is sround 300 tons 1 yeur.

PVC is .nother product thut is roally going stirong even though
our actuil consumption which is only 600 tons : yeir, does not show it that
way. it hzs 1 great future. In londuris PVC is mainly used in pipe 2nd

1 little »it on containers.

Polystyrene is the product thut is not used very much und its miin

uge is in irjection moulding.

Another product that is having a groeat demund is the P4 flexible pipe.
This product is used for irrigation and alzd i3 electrical conduit in

construction. Production per ycir of this product is 600 tons.

The fulire for the pluasiic industry is very rilliant in Honduras
gince it is relatively young .nd besides there .re 80 M.ny things to do.
As you have read there are only two procesces being developed in Honduras
which iare exitrusion ind injection moulding and even the second one is not
yet being developed as it ghould. The field for this industry 1is really
wida a.ad new equipment is being bought ind new processies ire being
studied. The capacity installed for PVC pipe in Honduris is around
1,300 tons per year and only 600 tons are being producad due to lick of
ruw materials. Just & year ago the production of PVC was only 200 tons,
this year we will produce three times that much; we can say the same
for the rest of the products. Tiere are plans for expansion in the
woven bag production to meet local demanis and export the surplus.
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Of course, there is alwiys something that could stop this growth and

this are the high prices in ruw miteriuls and the lack of some of them.
The economy of the country is having . realy bad year and besides this
whit I have mentioned obeforc tie high vrices of raw materials will have

a great offact on the plastic industry.

Special practical experience snd information would be required
on the following:
- PVC iIxtrusion;
- Mixing raw materiils with similar melt index
to obtuin 1 bctter product;
- Quility contruvl;

- Compounding. Ilxing of idditives.

Also, I wouid like to see in more details the following processes:
- P% Ixtrusion
- PP
- Injection moulding
~ Fillers in PVC, what can e done with the
impact test?

My last problem is whiat solution there is to the high cost of raw
materials. Hondurus, a8 you know, does not produce .iny raw materials and N
the way I see it high prices are here to stiy. Thercfore, something must |
give way and if raw materiils continue to grow, then plastic consumers

will have to look for a substitute iT there is.









