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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
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1. BACKGRCUND

Furniture and Jeinery industrics in Mexico have ite origin in
ancient times, Somc tribes showed 2xanples of wood werked items such as
arm and tool handlos, Lenchos, tables and boats. Othor matorials ugsd
wera rocks, wugotable fibr.s and animal bones and hidzs,

2. A CHANGE THROUGH TIME

A considerable improvemert particularly in tho use of #ood aE
& construction matirial ang in furniture making oceursd with tha
appearance of tho Spaniards, Articane began tc be trained and wa could

say that thc then current craftsmanship of Burope was transmittod to
the country,

3. ERESTIT SITUATION | :

Coneidernbl. advance can bo saun in our furmitupc industyy in
relation to its origin, but, if a comparison ‘would bc made with most
of the Buropean countrias and some of America, our furnitupe and joinery
industries have remained somewnat behind. My porsonal and constructive

oritisism to eolve our delay in davelopmant, would be as followss

As = We have come to an unbalanced and diffioult merket, basically duo to
diffaeronces in classes of our population. A great portion of our i
55 million population cannot be considered a potential customer
for furniture,

b, <= There sxists pPractically no 2ducational system in the fiold of

furmiture and Jjoinary manufacturing, A 8light offort has been
done lately for the lower levals,

G+ = An unappropriate uge of scme woods hag resulted dus to little or
no diffusion of information on availability and properties of non

exploited spucios, Deolays in rosearch will contribute t¢ the sama
phenomanon ir, ths futuro,




d. - High cost of mat:rials in rclation to »ther couniriza.

8, = High cost of production Hasically duc to both problens, high
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cost of materiils and low velume cf market.
Poor relation batwesn product desipgn, mark:t, materials uscd.

As a result of the above problems, our product ccatsare high,
mainly for tue poor and widdle class,

Yuch of the indusiry rclated to furniturc menufacturing dces not
supply adcquate maturials and services, som: ex=mplos ara: Herdwara
of good quality and design, efficient kiln drying, quality cushioning

materials, ctc,

Jeveral associstions of furniturs and joinery cxist, but, littlo
planning is done related with tho zctunl problems of future tendency
of the industry,

Som: proposals for accelcrating the develdpmont of tha furniturc and

Jjoinery industries in Mexico would bes \

I.

II.

II1.

.

Help tha actual volume balance of tha market by promoting export of
furniturce and furniture components., improve dosigns to obtain
industrially better costs for products directod to the poor and middla
classes,

Improve considerably thc oducctional and training system for all
levels of human rosources to tha furniture and joinory industries,
A program to provide such halp to industry on the shortest term
possible would be most uscful,

Promote tho uss of wood spacies rarely used up to now such as the
large variety of oaks and tropical hardwoods. Diffuec among the
industry all information preparcd by the Forcstry Institute related
to the property and possible usve of these now specics.

Promote the oreation of more plywood and particle board factories,
partioularly in creas wher> the burden cost of transportation ie

hoavy. Proiote the manufaciure end improvement of new and offective
hardware.




VI,

Hotivatc industrial ~nd commerzial associations te sct up a plan and
exacute it in conjunction witl the Ministry of Industry and Commerce
in order teo cstablish rorms fuch as the regulation of quality and

safoty controls for furnitur: memufactured in Mexico.

The ¢conomical crisis that has invad:d many countries theso daye has
had a particularly scnsible effect ia my country and specifically in
the fiald of materials ead machinery, regardless of th2 country of
supply, sericus coisideration should, therceforc, oe¢ given to tha
promotion of lccal manufactur: of the basic wcodworking equipment.
Several manufacturcrs of machinery cxist, they will have now one of
the best opportunitics to incrcase considerably the local volume of
salvs, this will bo conditioncd only in dircet proportion to the

improvaments in quality and reliability of their products.




- 10. 11






