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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org
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Conceptunl report to complement tha statistics which wore given to
the Seminar in 1973 by the Colombicn participants. (ooument ID/i1C.163/2)

The nroblem can be civiled in five froups, ac followss
1e  Raw materials
2. Maohinery
3¢ Desigm
4 Har'wore
be IMarketing

Row Materials

The Colombiun forests arc of nitural origin and therefore the
tcleotion of ciffeorent specics of wood is brooming almost impossible,
The woo! muast be bought in stores where it hao been pre-seleate’ whioh
raises its pricc. Through the "INDTRTNA® (Institute for the resecarsh
of preecrvation of natural resourccs) the Colombiun Govarrment has
astabliche” nome to forece the profwcers to raforest and to make the
forests homogeneous, howevor, it will take 2any years to obtain results,

Due to high cuties establishe¢ by the Colombian Covernment to protect
the national industrics, thn import of new machin:s has brcome ciffioult,
which or the othep hand foroces the woocworking industry to maintain ite
ol¢ machinery at very high ocoste. The Producers are allowed to import
hew machinery only when they axport cqual quantity in value, This
eyston is caller "rallejo", However, it ig easy to understan? that firet
You havc to produce something in order to be able 1o import new machinery,

Des‘m

The Colombian coelen hac prover to he quite acoept "bley cven though
there arc no schools for cemign, therc are very good schooles for archi-
tocture and fine ~rte, These have inprovec the deeign so that thay haw
kopt their owm stylc, which they transform to confom to the Latin
American taste, This is = faot which I personally apnraciate very sach
when we are om the intemational nariets introducing our ney wood preo-
“uots an? espeoially our fumiturc, Tocay we export fumiture to nany
oountrics, suoh s to the Unitor States, “urope, Contpal Amorica am? tho

Caribbean ocountrics through thc "TCROEXPO (. fovernnental organtsatien
for promoting exports),
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One of thc moet important tasks of tho "Dnsign Center" is to
investigate our history and mrtoriale, 2 basis for creation of authentic
design to maintain the valuc of oxporte,

Narcware
L )

In orcer to worl- officiontly, the fixtures (especially for furniturc)
dopenc on the hardware, which normally is procuced in Colombia, and ite
quality ie poor becausc of the import rcatrictions in the country. This
makes the introduction of ncw function systems morc “iffioult whon oom~
peting with thosc of other markets. But on the othor hand, this forccs
the imagination of cceigners and obligee them to acopt solutions for
some mcchaniems,

Ma.rketig

Our woo¢ procuction (espocia.lly the fumiture) hae been inoreasing
cuc to quality, price and ‘caigm, hut the shipping and ocomsequuntly the
coets of transportation still requirc improvencnts. 8o far, we design
and use hardware anc systeme which allow us to set the procduots cacily
in order to solve th: packaging anc transportation problems. On com-
parison our prices with thosc on the intemational markets we can £ay
that our prices are half of the intormational pricee.

Approximately @ of the production of the most important fumniturc
facterios go to cxport. Thesc Colombion faete. ©  pos

IOWLINEAS (Bogota)

PABREX (Bogota)

IND. BITMMAN (Bogotz)

I, M. P, (Palmira)

IMA (Bogota)

HONES (Mcdellin)

and oshors of less importamcc.
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