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The Current Situation

The furnitare and joinery itndustrieg in Ind necia ave in the first
8lages of develcpment und are fap from mechanivei. Moet of the wood
industries are Jocated 1n the MAJ)Or cliiler, Buch ae Jaharia - the ~apltal
of Indonesia, Mu¢ W, Surateya, Scmarang, anding and other apitale of
the provinces

Hith the introduction of Act REPRFE S Topaiygn 1averiment, the
Jovernment inviieg furergn cupital io operate in Indonemia. The situation
changed abruptly ang much foreign capital hua tesn pouring into the oountry
in various fic¢ldg of activities. Tiis development can te marked by the
booming situat;on in every sector. Many big offire buildinrgs, hotels,
hoopitall, new factorie:, mcdern alrport facilitien and 30 on are construoted

in big citien, etpecially in J.xarle snd itis Furrounding ares.

This kind of deve.opment unavoidably iucrenses the neeq for the
furniture and Joinery induetries to supply various types of furniture.
It was responsible for inc introducticn f mecnani zation in the wood
industry, especially since 1969 when much foreign capital Etarted to
contribute to the 2xpoitation of the forests of Ki! ‘mantan ard Sumaira,
However most foreign eaterpriver in fopegt expleivation are aimed at
export of logw, principslly tioge of Japan, the Philippines and Korea.

Oqu & relatively amyj] portion oi thege woudn are conoumed ty domestie
furniture manufacturers,

'I‘ra.nnportatwn i8 a big proklem facing *iia At ivity, Logs are
transported from rurgl ireas ia Sunmaira and Kalimantan to
townse on the coastline ot {he inlands and mo

the surrounding

et are transported by mhipe

abroad, while oniy a smail part is triwmBporied op “hipped again to the

for the furmitupa manufacturing
Tmnuportation of logs for export
Purposes im now done by at leawst 2% akipm of 1,000 1o 10,000 tons weight.
Japan imports 18 million cubic me:

major citiem in Java, Sulawes i, sumatra, etq.
and building materialg industries,

tres of meranti annueliy from Kalimantan.

Up till now most wooqd ranufaciuring js by saw mills,
manufacturing ig growing very tast, coin

but furni ture

Cident with the booming Indonesian
economy. They are trying to meckanige theip induat

ries utep by step, but
most of them arg am yet home inductpjen due to shortagee of capital and
lack of techrnical competence
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At the present time the Indonngian wood industriea can be linted as:
plywood, wnoden carec, wooden building materialg, bawnwood, furniture,
prefabricated matoriais, hardboard, natchew, pancils, etc. Al though
complete atatistical data on ench ig not, evailable, they ai! have
encouraging pr .epects for the future,

The Department of Industry and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry
are the only bodies which take care and Bupervise the development of furniture
manufacturing nctivi‘jeq. Tue former 18 4 governmental and the luiter g
non-governmentai body and actually have g lirited contribution in guiding
and directing jt= developnent., Thers ie no other special hoard or bedy
entrusted in g,ve direction to the &grovwth of such apn industry. However, in
the timber enterprices there is an association called INDOTA - Indonesian
Timver Aescociation. Thie asaociation is 8pedifically designed for the
intereets of timber entrepreneurs but stil} doas not cover the activities
of the furniture and Joinery industipies,

The Department of Industiry cannot cover the entire mcope of activities
in this fieid and thus a epecial board or body to organige and guide the
furniture and Joinery industries ig needed. Such a board should be involved
in furnilhing the urgent needs in furniture tachnology, production management ,

low cost automation, marketing r:search, problems jn txport trade, research,
surveys and other related fields,

An example can be taken from England:  thepw are now at least 11
regional furniture manufaciure i aseociatione which are united into the
British Manufactyurers Federated Association. It comprises both manufacturers
and retailers, The furnjture induslry is supported and assisted by two
outstanding organizatione: the Furniture Industry Research Association (FIRA)
and the Purniture Development Council (FDC). These two organizations collect
and redistribiie much techrical and business data to their members. Its
membership includes almost half the furniture companies of Britain that
collectively &ccount for neariy four~fifthe of total annual turnover.

FIRA deals with the technjica) problems, research on timber properties,
finishes and upholsiery and teute the strength of Jointe and structures.
FDC engages in rerearch on management techniques, more gcourate costing
methods, collection of business Tigures, developing better training proceduren
and induestrial safety and planning better layouts.
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How is this developed in othep Laduetrialized countrien? It would be
of great advantage to all participants if relatively complete data could
be presented on these two organizationa. [n 3o doing we can make a
comparative study of which types uf sechaiques uie puitable for the
various developing countrien 4n Yilp proprees dn otk Turnicure and Joinery
industries.

Production

Most of tne activitiec in the wood industry in Indonesia are forzused
on production planning, based in certain orders which ow, be characteriged
into two general groups: antiques and modern furniture. Each of these
can be divided into: complete furnishing ang individua) furnishing. The
former can include: living roomn,. bedrooms, kitchena, including butilt-in
kitchena. Individua) furnishing can account for seats for rooms and
kitchens, upholsterss chairs, sicols ang bencher, Upholatered furniture
includes such itemsy ag settees, sofas, couches, beds, etc, Excluded from .
thin gT0up are beg tables, school and office desks,

Raw Materials

Indonesia is a country rien in natural resournes, enpecially forest
resourcen, which ocoup over most of the archipelagc and Supply an
abundance of relatively unexpioited raw materiale for the furni tura
industries. Sc e of the begt timbers ¢ & Juti/teak, mers ti, saninten,
sonokeling, manon;, duren, agatis,

Furniture manufacturing als GOLBWALS  impusriant quantiting of plywood,
plastic, metalaquare tubee, Dipes, photography applied to plastic material
(F‘omica, 'Phemopol, Ultrapaa, Hoanitex}, foamrubber, woo] and vinyl,

are not dry enough, thue lowering the quality of the material. Woog
Preservation is ati]} very gcarce in Indonesia ang nceds further development.
Good quality woods uzed for furnj ture, ha.ndic.rafta. household utensils,
building materials, etec. must be dried and &130 preserveq. Both the pressure

and soaking methods are useq io preserve wood ip Indonesia ; {a) by a chemical
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In preserving woody which gpe t0 be painted, a chomical dissolved
into water (e.g. Superwolmananit and Tanalith) {e hegt used, whcreas in
presearving woovds whioh are tor uee in open air, such as telephone pcles,

electrical masts and railway ties (uleepera) 1t is recommended to use a
chemical disaolveqd ip oil.

Another problem to which I would like to draw your attention is
that of waste ang remrants. Every saw mill has iis wastes and remnants
of 50 em. 10 1 metre or more which are not uged for turniture or other
articles. Thege remnants eometimes become hilly and mountainous in the
surrounding plant eite yng take up alot of space. To throw them away
will aleo be 3 problem, since there is no special place, as there isg
for garbage, or we feel pity for them ag they are usually from good
qality woods such ag teik. They used to be used as materials for
handiorat‘ta. household utencils, etc., but I would like to invite
Suggesiions un how thig problem of wastas can be overcome.

The Prosgect

Based on the facis that Indonesiu is so vast, rich in temms of
her enomous natural resources, espeoialiy in the variety of forestry
woods, has a large population and 18 run bty a relatively stable
govermment which ia now involved in executing the second Five~year Plar
in every sector, conditionc ave favourc™e far reonomic development.
The only thinge lacking are the capit.l and technclogions Oompetency;
foreign capital investment baged on mutual banefits are warmly invited.

The author feels that UNIDO technical astigtance could contribute

greatly to the development of the furniture and Joinery induetries in
developing countries.









