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INTRODUCTIOF

Kenya is situatec detween 30° - 400 T anc extencs about 5° north and
south of the Equator. It borders Ethiopia in the north, Somalia in the
cast, In‘ian Ocean in the south-cart, Tanzania in the south, Uganda in the
west and Sudan in the north-wcet. It spans over an area of 582,647 oq.
kilomotree of which an arca of 13,395 sq. kilometres i8 coverc? by water.
The mean maximum tcmperature ranges from 20° to 32.8° centigrace in the
coastal areas, and 6.6° 1o 26.C° up-country. The highest land mark in
Yonya is ¥t. Kenya which is 5,193 metres high.

The population of Kenya in 1971 was approximately 11,694 million,
The population incrcase ic estimated to be 3.3 per cent per annum. The
two largest towne are Nairobi (population 502,000) and Mombasa (population

270,000), Other urban arcas have a population of 337,000 and the rest ie in
rural areas.
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Kony: 1e still csscntially an agricultural country with over 30%
of the total Gross Domestic Product at curront prices in 1972 coming from
this sector. However, the industrial sector is gradually gaining
prominence, In 1972 thie scctor's contribution to Monetary Grose Domestic
Procuct at current prices amounted to nearly 207 deepitc the fact that
growth of incustrial procduction in real tems was held back becauss of
import osontrole leacing to shortages in raw materials and the decline &n
the value of exports to Uganda,
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FURNITURE MAXIFC INDUSTRY

The funriture making .incustry is onc of the few industrics which
showed pubstantial erowth in production in 1972 at 2 time when the country
imposec several conirols on imports. Thic was nossihlc because the furni-

ture making incustry relies to 5 great extent on loecal ruw materials.

The quantity index of induetrial production prescntod in part below
(Tadlc 1) ehows that the profuction of furniture wnd fixturcas increased by
34.47 - the high~ct growth recorded in industrial production in 1972.

Tabl- 1 (1969 = 100)
1.8.1.C Desoription 1965 1966 1967 1968 1970 1971 1972 ¢ Change
Code o | < . B ‘ 1971-72
25 Wood Products | 76.5 1.0 79.4 TA.7 102.5198.6 102.5 4.0

. I
78 Wmiture anc . - .
Fixturcs . 06,7 54.2, €6.7 66,7 112.5133.3179.2  34.4

Total Woor . T—— * ,

Productc and ; ' ! | ;
Pumni ture 72,47 58,1 74,1 T1.4; 106,71113.1:134,7 19,0

-
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Table 2 No, of Incustrice .né No. of Zmployes
Year Fo. of Establichmente® . Wo. of lhployus“ Tarmnings (KL *000)

1967 192 : 1,840 447.2
1966 170 | 2,192 : 565.0
1960 172 : 2,316 619.6€
1970 343 | 2,240 627.8
1971 163 | 2,643 667.6
1972 - 133 | 2,748 661.€

1
L]
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4+ Roefers only to those fims which responded to the Contral Burcau of
Statistics Annual Labour Enuncration Surveys.

++ The size of establishments and cmployes excludc Kenya Oovermment
employes paid through thc computer.

It is worth noting that produotivity per employe is high and aleo that
1t is showing an upward trond in viow of the fact that 79 of the
fumiture making firms arc small in thoir organisation i.e. employ less
than 50 employos. This thercfore meanc that their production techniques
arc limited bty the virtue of their sizes. However, thore arc about 10
firms which use modern techniques of fumiturc making.
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Table 3 lanpowsr Productivity 1967 - 1971
. L eer 1068 1060 1070 , 1971 1972
Output in KL . 3,062.6 « 3,362.1  /,090.0 - A,222.7 #,7€1.1  4,803.3
000 ; . | ,
- o b ™ —
No. of ! : , ) :
Procuctivity : :

per “mploye 1,657.5 1,024.8 1,766.,0 1,000. 6 1,000.0 . 1,77€. "

Probably, it 1s alwo sorth moting thot there are mov two plywool
fictories ant a third onc iz currently unicr construction and is axpeeted
to start projuction ot the on of this year. In accition, arrangements are
being ma’e to buil’ two more mills, onc in the Tronemars ored and the other
to the nortl-cast of lir. Kenya. Mer: »ra algo ploans o puilc a fibre
beard mill, Foam is now being sttensively usad in the 1ocal manufacturc

of mattrocscs nd pillows.

There arc many vorictice of furniturc macc in tho country, the bull
beine macc of wool, but recontly locally me pufscturcd metal furniture hae
made o very favourable impreseion on the local mariet. Somc of thc pro-
cuets arc now being aexporte? to ncighbouring countrics, & whole range
of mcta) furniturc is now being monufactured locclly inclucing of ficec

furniture and equipment.

AVAILABILITY N RAI' BATLRINLS
Onc of thc objectiwves of Kenya's forest policy ic to cneurc 1hat

future wood requiremernts shoulc be met from c(omestic forests rathcr than
through importation. To this cnd <enya has geveral forest development
programnes geared to achieve this objcctive., Ome of thecc programmes is
the rurml afforestotion scheme which was introduccd two yeors ago with

& viow to inculatc forcst v-luce in the rural creas and to cotablish fom
woodlets, shelter belts and soil protection forcst on steep hills, an?
along river banks. It ie hopcd that this programic will ¢o a long way
towards increasing wood supplics for all rural recuirements whether for
fuol, builcing poles or timber.
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Tabdblc 4 Forest Plantetion Area, 1966 - 72 '000 Heotares

1966 1967 1960 1969 1070 1971  1972%

Incigenour Softwoods 4.6 4,6 2.5 4.6 4.6 2.6 4.6

Indigenous Hardwoo's 3.0 3.9 4,1 4.0 A3 4,5 4.5

Exotic Softwooc:

Cypress 35,1 7.3 20,0 13.0 [30& 47.0 a7.4
Pincs A0.6 42,5 A6,6  49.0 K1) 52,2 57.6
Exotic Harcwoor's

Timbor 240G 243 <o 4.0 2.3 2.3 2.7

(8
Puel 6.5 €0 7.0 7.0 9.8 9,3 120

* Provisional

PFire continues to bc the only factor frustrating afforestation pro-
graomes, although in 1072 duc to wet weather conditions loss of forest
through fire was greatly reduced. In 1971, 14,500 hectares of natural and
plonted forcst worc destroyed by firo, It was s:+ia.t:” that the valuc
of the timber lost was K£438,000, In 1972 only 100 licotarce was lost,

Tablo 3 S8ales of Forost Produocts, 1965 -72

1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972

Timber (%000 cu. m)

Softwood 156 206 191 25T 260 240 245
Hardwood 14 15 17 24 24 24
Total 170 221 208 261 284 213 209
Puol (000 Stacked
ou. m.)
Maoclwood : 109 2 €2 €9 65 46 36
Charonal 127 64 106 10T 133 125 148

Power and Telograph
Polos 7,000 252 6,342 10,747 14,409 12,501 11,192

8ales of forest products arc shown in Table 5. Those rose a little
in 1972, maisly duc to rising domcstic demand., However, exports of sawm
timber during the year fall sharply after rising steadily for many years.
The main reason was the drop in cxports to thc partner states., Also
affected worc exports of furniture to Uganda whioh fell drestically from
K£O,6 million im 1071 to X£O.2 millionm.



ZXPORTS OF FURNITURD - 1972

Comntry of Destinatior Value ¢ of Total
(¥sHs *000)

1, Uganca 3,057 51.67
2. Tanzunia 74 12,65
3. Burundi 270 4,57
4. Rwanda 251 7.62
5. Seychellcr 377 6.37 '
6. Othors 1,012 A7.12

Totz) 5,917 100,00

FUTURE PROSPFCTS
In order to intensify the furniturc industry in Kenya it will be

nccessary to take the following measurcs:
1. Providc the n:cessary technical assistance in order to achicve
the cdogircd export stanfards.
2. Introducc tcchnical schools and collepes which should provide
guzlificd technicians.
3. Inercasc tho production of low cost itens prefcrably veing the
soft woo’s and harcwoods availeblc in the country,
4. Reducc as far as posridble imnortation of timber for furniturc.
5 3xpand th: cvisting furniturc industrics and introduce othcrs by
offering financial assistance.
6. Improve the quality »f mamufacturcd itens,
T Modity the methodes of furniturc asscnbly to facjlitate trans-
portation for export purposcs.
8. Survoy one improve the quality of ruw materials by grading anc
seasoning in order to have tho standards desired for furniturc.
9. Establish a quality control programme for exportec products,









