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The Maltese  islands,  with an are?, of  121  square miles anc. « population 
of about 300,000,   arti  situated in the middle of the Mediterranean sea,   with 
a typical Mediterranean climate,  having miid winters and warm summers.    Our 
islands do not  pose any real climatic problems tn the woodworking industry. 
Mean temperatures vary from 12.8 C during January to February to 27.8 C 
in August,   with maximum températures of 32 C from June to September,    The 
prevailing -,/inds are north-easterlies and only the  Sirocco,  which blows 
from the south east of the island after picking up moisture from the sea, 
is oppressi ely humid.     However onl    a minimum number if houses have been 
lately installed ï-ith air conditioning c-pp^-itus. 

Whilst most underdeveloped countries,   due to their geographical 
position,   abound in forestry region-,   Malta severely laclcs this commodity. 
A thin soil and the absence oí  surface water have resulted in a natural 
vegetation of a poor garrigue type:    brooms,   tough grasses,  bulboue plants 
and an occasional dwarfed carob tree. 

All the timber requisites for the woodworking industry in Malta must 
be imported and the most widely used timbers are white deal and red    deal, 
Mahogony (utile),   iroko,  beech and ash.    Other main materials used in the 
manufacture of furniture and interior doors are plywood,  fibreboard,  chip- 
board and block board.     These are available through the local importera, 
who adequately supply the demand as regards softwoods and wood based 
panels,  but are quite deficient in the hard wood sector.  The qualities 
of the timbers imported are sometimos quite below the standard required. 
This is a di ¿«ut result of the purchasing importer's bargaining aspect - 
the manufacturer being the loser.    Furthermore,   it is imperative to 
mention that no seasoning facilities are  available on the island,   which 
results in manufacturing problems and ultimately poor quality products 
and creates a hindrance to the much needed boost in the exporting sector. 

Laminated plastics are imported in quite an extensive range of 
quantity and colours,  but the range of hardware is quite limited4   often 
impeding the introduction of new designs.    Abiding by the traditional 
methods, manufacturers have opted to use P.V.A. glues in replacement of 
the older animal glues»    Since the  introduction of laminated plastics, 
contact aihesives have come more  in use,  utilizing the barest of equipment. 

Lack Oí technical knowhow    in the gluing process aas been detrimental, 
time oonsuming and costly.    Many of the manufacturers w'10 own cold curing 
presses can,  at a small initial expense,   convert them to heated multi- 
plater   presses,  thus enabling them to use better quality glues;  gain 
precious time and trim down production costs. 

lXie to the lack of mechanical devices,  both in the aspects of finance 
and technological experience    the laborious methods of freneh polishing 
are still widely in use by the smaller type (1 to 10 employees) manufacturers. 
The larger ooncerns, which are usually equipped with conventional spraying 
equipment, tend to utilise cellulose lacquers.    Some experimenting is 
being undertaken in the use of more sophisticated types of lacquers,  suor 
as polyester.    Although electrostatic, material saving equipment is easily 
within reach of many a manufacturer's pocket,  the laok of organised long 
production runs makes it impractical to instai such equipment« 

The range of produots of our local wood industry is quite extensive, 
ranging from modern to antique furniture and from heavy aperturers to 
light handicraft, 



Original furniture design on the island is practically non- 
ÎS -    Ìi""1 tliG indUBtr> follow continents trends and designe. 
l*LTîl    C0"fer"3   which constitute over 9Q¿ of the manufacturing firm«) 

prcLrctf^\1aLldU?J ta-t°"   ,nd °fdy  '• C0UP1G °f fimS ***«*° •* 

i.~ ^J10 «aoliincry is found both in i/o  nnull  „orkshopa and  in the 
larger factories,   although not fully utilized because of the  lack IT 

three c?°ì?! f        Pr°per J1'«1--*-    No Rutoraeilon  ,3 «uoJi exists,  but 
ZZu ! rfrer flr,n3 t0nd +° fal»oiali»e  in  i  limited  range of 

»ÏL2ÎÎ P°tc'^^l °f t«"r eauipucnt a3 tke  amr.11   derr,-.d for their 
products compels then, to oper.-.te on short  runs      This •; B *i80  Î direct 
cause for time wasting in tooling- up reCt 

th« i?*? hÌf 8peed 8teel  ald c?j1,ii& uPPtd- tools .ire uecd tiirourfi 
Sini to t", rry ,bU\th0y  ^ ^ivi^ the   ^rse aJt    „ paction 
sTmJ : °f ,,udimcnt^ Pledge  in tool nc.inten.ince   £* 
•«lied personnel to cater for aucii difficulties. 

Another shortcoming which the technicaliy-minded enthusiast 

£"£ Ms* dime H"" Üf rnSUltatÍVe «t^ii-^Ä^u. help 
oaS SfSrt íhí ÍT     i   1!8.and  ^aÍn " iS °nly the bi^r firms   : hat can afford the time lost in consultations   ;ith continental estabuîtaiit.. 

wo0d.IÏ^Înf!UX-0f,8Ch001 lowera *"»" technical  schools into the 

With the exception of the   lnm-r. n-^r,    „ •  -, 
by the owner. thsmLlves,  who    haX hÌTno ?f ^rial P?8tS are held 

techÍiS^rU^oulf br,r Ä"^ ^^î«—^ - 
present situation of the woodworking IndusWbX ñtrf«    '   ^f 
change in ruining and set ut>      -hi'  „¡1 í ¿ •      dS "' rodical 

whole woodworking indus *rv £,- >      »       Í,       a 3erVlc'   flx>m ,fhich thc 

methods ^ M^lSÍ^ÍLro«;-1^'    írOUSii thfc  introd^tion of 
•tudy,  person^l^l^f ^S rlveT Si^VT^   "* 
would in future he It toward« h^t ^,frovea.;eohnicnies.    Such a system 

with the ai, of boosts ££ ^orÎ^ntTar'"1" Pr0dUCt" 

local^:îPandCSÎy0lIn iLZinoTììZÌT^? '" abTOrt»* * «" 
been a m^ked expansion in hoS ^       P0•»*^ is exported.     There has 
.uustituting CHS :«d L"wi:brfirth

Sí ricí°°ntrib^» * 
even more scope for expansion M i \ZLÍ   •!*? l0°al pe0ple        «»>• *• 
imported fron, the conSnt      ?his •,!*ï   ^ am0unt °f f*•"»~ i« 
it is hoped that th. írvsent  trend Î7Î    ," *" eaDOtt««i»ff ^tor «ft 
by the above^entioáed ^rîvem^n^ I Z ST"    WU1 C°nUnUe  "° that 
could be realised. "»Pavements m the industry the export probe 

tran.^A\^r;¿^^^ the local market im 
•»all fims rely on retailed «««"er,   although a number of the 
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Future achievements for the woodworking industry depend largely 
on a joint effort which will have to be organized by an Independent 
body.    The most pressing matters requiring attention aret 

- the availability of raw materiale 
- the establishing of kiln drying facilities 
- provision of expertise 
- channelling of individual efforts 
- provision of export markot 

UNIDO could assist by providing tne experts to implement such a 
Boheme and also an an immediate measure to furnish local manufacturers 
with teohniral data and informative and descriptive literature of the 
latest developments in the woodworking industry. 

government Incentives for Industrialization 

1.      Government factories at low rents. 

2»      Government land for building of own faotories,   serviced with 
roads, water and eleotricity  -'ith lo'* least. 

3«      Inployment subsidy- 

4-      Low ratcB of interest on loans for investment purposes. 

5. Investment allowance (20£ of invested capital exempted from taxation 
during first 3 years)« 

6. fetueod rates on company tax (if profits are used for financing 
investments for export goods). 

7. liccmption from custom tariff for industrial machinery and raw 
materials for export goods c 

8. Unlimited repatriation of capital and profits, 

9»      Aocelerated depreciation allowance. 
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(Statistics extracted from census of production report for 1972 obtained 
from the Department of Informntion, Valletta). 

Ringe of 
Employees 

Number of 
Establishments 

No.   of 
Por: ins 
Br.pl oy^d 

Orces Output 
"M 

1-5 271 f'21 478,006 

6-10 33 2 3 i 2-38,014 

11-19 10 148 150.174 
20-29 

30-39 

6 

2 
151 

75 

) 

) 
284,434 

15O-199 
300 • 

2 

1 
333 

309 

) 

) 
831,079 

Total 324 1,770 2,032,587 

Total Maltese labour force (1972) ••    100,400 

Forniture and Furniture Components foporte 

£11 

mi 
199*042 

im 
150,783 

127J 

169,791 
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