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Introduction

The island of Mauritiue a3 situnzed in the Joutu Indian Ocean and is
about 1250 miles from the African mainland and 550 miles frc?m the enat coast
of Madagascar. The area of Vauriliuz, aaitding tiw sall islete round the
coasi,is 72C squa; : miles aad the peoulat. n as at 31 Decemt r 1973 wae 860,000,

The clinate of ithe imiand all® natura:ty into two ma;n typest the
dominating factors being altitude and direction of prevailing winds.

In the upland regions the acan an.aal reinfait varies from 100 to 175
inchee. As in the lowiands {he muximua precipitation takes place in the
sumner montha from Decembter to April. tut thers is a cecond maximum in
July to August due to orographic rains.

The lowland regions eiperienice a dry reasen frou Muy 1o November, that is
during the cool montke, with occastior.al light ehcers. However, in the uplands
the dry season is less proncunced and is restricted to a short and variable
period from mid-September ‘0 Decomber.

The range of diurnai variation in temperature is very small in the hot
season in the upland and lowland regions. The dxama: variation reaches a
maxinum in the dry season, when differencas of 1C°C are not uncommon. On the
whole the most striking feature abou: tLhz tempcrature is ite uniformity. The
higheet daily maximum in the uplind is 2770 apd the lowest daily meximum is
23 Céouhereas the highest daily minimum is 21°C anc the lowest daily minimum
is 187°C,

There 1e A marked difference between the relative hunidity of the
uplande and that of the lowiande. The aiffereice is mosi eviden) on thn
leeward eide of the imland, where humidity le low (70¢) throughcut the year
and reachee a minimum (65‘,'53 during the cuol segion. In the uplands the
relative humidity remaine high (907) in all teanons, with two diztinet
maxima corresponding to the two rainfel" neake.

As the relative humidi‘y in the aplandr 4 Lk thg pperense of moulds
in the furniture is a provlem. ™ig ip accertuvated during cyelonic periods
when the rainfall may bGe very high for very short periode. The temperature
and the cirenlation of ajr within carinctes =av havr tc be increaned to avoid
damage by moulds.

Past and Present Situation of the Furniture and Joinory Ingultrign

The furniture and Joinery industriee in Mauritius have alwaye been on
the move. They have evolved with time and are, as far us possibie, keeping

pace with latest techniques. owever, theee industries are faced with
serious problems.

For a very long time the furni ‘ure inducliry was carried out by a large
number of small units with one Joiner and iwo or three apprentices. These
were satisfying the locsal market. They were very rudimentary, with very few
toole but the joiner nad considerabie vkilj. They wera very proud of their
work but were finding it fairly diffioult to make both ends meet.

These gradually gave way 1o medium size unite which started producing
furniture on 2 medium scale. They timidly invested money in the industries
but they organized sales to makn the indusiry more viable. There were two
types of those medium size units vig. those spacializing in the nanufacture

ng in modern types of
to reduce cost and to satisly a

L

of old claseic types of furniture and those speciuligi
furniture. They then started to mechanige
more fastidious customer.
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Hecently, severei wsmell osrite hgur woenupeared olerg with socian e
oneg. The latter are mope snd nove snierpriging and are Joeking for export
markets. They sre iovesting nlot oF monay to »echinize and “rey want to produce
nigh quality *urnituce forp CAport,

The Develup ent fank of Mauriiiuvg a i the Govarpment ¢ 7 Maucitiue nelp
toth the snal and medium €ize furaltue Al Jouisacy ssuustries to improve by
rranting them loans .t law intereut ~ntes.

Timber and Otler Materiale

The axport of our farous cbony to Falavia in the 17ih century hau given
Mauritiue u place of pride in the woad Lrado. Alrhovgh Lhis ie weli in the past
it is Atill remecnbered a® such. In addition to 2bony, there are other nice
indigenous and endemic wonde, such s Makak (dinusope petiolaris), Boisr Uanelle
(Octea cupularin), cte. wnich have Leen used to manufacture pieces of furniture.
These oan ntill te seen in auction rales or whore antique fayniture im collected.
They fetch very high prizes indeed and are, unfortunntely, sxported abroad.

Owing to the diversification of agrical ture iu Mauritius by the Miniatry
of Agrioulture and Natural Remources and to ihe gevere cyclone (Caroi - 1960)
that wrecked havoc to our toreuta, the country 18 facing a very acute shortage
of wood. The Ministry of Agrioulture and Natural Kesources and the Environment
is undertaking to replant about 2,000 neres per annwr of guick growing softwoods
and hardwoodn for the productisn of timber. The shortage will peresist for about
10 years or thareabouts. Yoreover, ihe country will never be able to produce

ite entire recuirement; it «ill have to rely on imports fer mobout T0% of its
needs.

As mentioned above, piecan of furniiure uvsed {0 bo manufactured with
high density, herd indigenout wood. They wepe of very fine grain but posed
certain problems sincs they were difficult to w.rk. As the Makak, Bois Canelle,
ois de Cerfe (Clea lanceolata), etc. are tecoming very scarue they give way o other
timber. Some lo:eliy grown nahogeny (Svietenia mshogani) han beer used. It is

A very heautiful ¢t aber with a nise figure and 1s faiviy eawy to work. Unfortunately
thie too iz wviry limited.

The Tecoma (Tabebuia pallida, . pentapnylln) in used on a fairly large
scale in the furniture industries. i i a beautiful “imber, whitish in colour

and fairly easy to work., The wocd is very atnble aed of . moderately fine grain.
Other hardwoods are used, but tn a limited extent.

Lecally growa softweodn like Pirus elliottii; Cryptomeria japonica are
also used to make pleces of turniture. Boik have very nice figures. ‘The former
is whitish in culour, whercas the lutier :u darkish. They ocan satiusfy most tastes.

Disterocarps like ¥sranti, Turjun, etc. ope imported f'ren Singapore to
help the industries. They form most of the framework of furniture produned
locally. Meranti is preferred ac it in more siable and does not twimt or bend.
Our locally grown pine, i1 well neasoned sud presgure treated, can replace these.

Teak is also imported un a large scile to nanufsacture rophigticated furniture for
local market and for expors.

Plywoods imported f'rom Singupore and 11iwanare aluo used by tho industrien.
Sometimes they are veneured to ad¢ to the finigh of the furniture.




Of late, a bagasse board industry has come into eristance in Hmr?tiua.
The boards made of Eagaaar-., a by-product of thz suger irduetry, are of high
quality, three-ply, i.e. two fine grain ones ca the outside and a coarse grain
one in the middle. fThe toards are wold in varying tiiicknesses end are treated
both with fungicides and insecticides. Tuev are replacing plyvwood on a limited
scale in the manufa.turing of furniture, tu at8 future in the industry is quite
bright, as it ie mucn cheaper,

Our labour is very versatile &and cnu: Le 2usils irpined Lo work in the
furniture and allied indus‘ries. ilorcorer, they are employing more and more
people and are thus helping the unemplayment croblems.

Both the University of Mauritius and the Technical Schools are runaing
coarses {0 guide young Mauritians into the technigques of weodwork. Thie ie
helping to improve the ukill of joiners and designers and tc make sure that
first clase furniture is put on the marret.

The Proilems Faced by the Tnductries

Wood

Wood is getting very ecarce in Mauritiue, so much go that sawmillers
are purchasing individuai irees from private yanis. 1In ordsr for the furniture
and joinery industries to survive they have tc ve¢ly on imporie of wood. This
too posee certain problema, vie. high coets of wood. The cost of import has
not ceased tc increase.

Beaides this, it ir getting more and more difficuit to get cargoes to
trancport the wood. Thus regular Buppiy is hampered.

Nood Seasoning

All wood uge’ in the furniture indws ry is air seasone . This takes
alot of time rnd caunes many deferts in ine imbers o aveid 44e inconvenience
caused by uir seasoning, al! the industries will have to join together to put

up a kiln seasoning plant. Thie ins the only way that such a plant can be run
economically,

Freignt

Since Mauritius is far from most centres, it has to spand considerabls

amounts in freight for both the importe of wood and the export of pieces of
furniture.

It 49 very difficull 1o give prucise dates of deliveriss of exports
and thus some firms are reluctant to place firm ordcrs. (me of the industries
is specialising in the manufaciure of fiat-pack furniture for export,

(Glues

The bagasse hoard indumtry as well as the furniiure and joinery industries
ir faced with the problem of a shortage of glues cr the market. Its cost, too,
has gone up.
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Marketing

Market research sh-uid be undesiaken both at iome and cbroad {South

Africa, Australia, Heunion) and some European souniriss for reproduction
furniiure.

Mature Treuds

The future of the furnitura and joinery indurirvies im quite bright.

They are surc of tne local market but thay must organize therselves for wood
impoirt.

A% regards =Yooy, ihe Tuinree lies in the export of Ffirst clara farniturs
as well ap warved items. 7Thia uses niot of lebour and can fetch a high price on
the foreign market. Tt wiil natify the cost of freight and the conversion of a
emall amount of imperted raw materiul For the produection of » highly priged product.

Assistan~e Keculirsd

- Technica) asticiance in the sctiing up of a kiln seasoning plant
for the furniture and jeinery industiries.

- Technical araintanco in the purchase of machinery and layout.

= Reduction of ruptorms duties on furniture, raw materials, most of
which are imported.

- Persuasion of sralle: manufaciurers Lo stick to certzin production
atandardo.

- Techrical asgiusiance regacding the establishment of a strvoture
to serve the tumniure induastry both to buy ite raw materials under
bulk purchase arrangemenis and to ausist in export marketing.

- Quality controi fucilities €2 “olh raw materials wd finished
plecas of furpiture for export.




APPENPLY I

There are about 31 emall units empiuying 600 people.

Bi~ Annual Survey of FEwnloyment in the
Purnttnro and Joinery Industriep

Bo, of TPegrle Emnloyed md um Sise Up
fanienher |
1969 1R9 7
1970 204 6
im 2%8 11
1972 33 1)}
1973 574 15
Ingee
Skilled- R0,20,00, nﬂil’
Seni~ 3killed- Rs, 8,00, nily

! ( u. L] M‘lBo‘OO)




APPENDLX 1T

Maurit ius Export :"wcer.uri:r,l,;rL fonen

Pinancigl Incentives

Corporate incone tax holidsy from 5 to 20 yeare
No income tax on dividends over a period of 5 years

Exemption {rom import ani excise duties on raw materials and
capital goada

Free repatriation of capital
Remittance abrond of corporate profite and dividends

Issue of Residence Permits — permanent for promoters and temporery
for expatriate ntaff

Free repatriation of salary and gratuity of expatriate staff
Long- and short~-term loans at preferential rates

Utilities at proferential rates

Leasing of siandard factiory buildings wt preferential rates

Govermont's puarantee againet expropriation plus OPIC investment
guarantee and political risk ineurance

A Modern Intrastructure

Factory sites

A comprehencive range of industrial services, inoluding
E.,D.P. bﬁck-\lp

An excellent road uelw-rk

A sheltered harbour, now being enlargead, despened, modernised
and contajnerised

A modern airpori accessible to heavy trensports

Thesc advantages and incentives will have a special astraction for:

Large industrial concorns in search of new labour resources and
new bases to implement their development strategies

Small- and medium-sised firme in scarch of a wooio-eoconomic
enviroment favourable to sustained growth, poseibly threugh
Joint-venturing with Mauritian partners






