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The Mckcround to this discus* ion is probably v«ry well known by tho 

member, of national standards battes prient «t this worVnhon.   These notes 

«re therefore intendi to crystallise the intere étions caused by auch pro- 

biens arrf outline action taken in other parts of th* world as a basis for 

discussion* which *ay oossibly leed to harmonisation within at Vast the 
South lest Asien ration. 

The premie« should be accepted at, the outset of such discussions th*t, 

of »11 trad* barriers - some imposed, some which heve jrown by traditional 

»ractiees - th«re is the le«st validity for trade protection based upon res- 

trictive certifiention schemes.    It «ay be »rgued th*t tariff barriers may 

at tines be necessary in a *iven economic situation} anti-dumpin* laws era 

familiar instruments of restricting imports} some safety regulations are ptr- 

haps too hidebound to certain national specifications!    the familiarity and 

confidence importine industrial, government and commercial organisations in 

their own voluntan- national standards - all these,  if not, in the long run, 

fuBtified, are at least understandable. 

Thar* ean be little rational support, however, for any system in whioh 

vnilateral certification marking sohemss - as desirable as these are - res- 

trict the free flow of honest truie betveen countries based upon <?ood pro- 

duots.    Regulatory machinery to oroteot according to ourrenoy situations, 

raterial* supplies awl balance of trade conditions is often an expédient t»*e~ 

sure adooted by countries and shaned aooordingly so that it can be restava*! 

within a short time as conditions change!    the legislative and technologie*! 

strength of a national certification tenerne becoawa a more deeply entrenched 

obatscl* as its use within the nation beeomes wider. 



2. 

In fact, for national indvstrj.es to tate shelter behind such shields - 

•»«client«)  or Intentional - la short-sighted policy which rebounds in its 

effect and bedevils trad* of all  countries.    Certainly it will lend to a 

future in which considerable sume of money and   'reat consumption of the time 

of socialist «\V\H win h»vo co• about in order to undo :»r->win-- confusion. 

COMPLEXITY OF EffinP?AW ^^rjL^ 

This is no more evident"  than in the activities now joing on in the Euro- 

pean countries within the S^C and *.F7* economic bloca. 

The highly industrie li sed nations within these groupa have been concerned 

for many years with the problema of barrier* inherent  in certification schemes 

and,  in the domestic electri-inl fieli at ift0Bt, have made ?ome pro ;ress in 

achieving a harmonised multinational certification scheme, but the activity in 

this area became intensified by the n*«ie expressed in the Treaty of Ron» for 

technical cooperation within the framework of economic harmonization of the EEC 

(European Common Market). 

This is no pince for e  detailed survey of the inter-relationships of the 

various European bodies Involved but it is sufficient to say that,  not only 

nre the mejor Buronean Joint »tends Ms bodies - CE*: and CSNELEC - now extreme- 

ly active, but have wide involvements with, inter alia,  the EEC Conmisaion in 

Brussels, ECE, latt and of course with the ISO committee, CERTICO, which is 

engaged on the same problema on a global basis.    A Tripartite Committee consist- 

ine of Oovernmant ani standards representatives of France, Germany and the 

united Kingdom WHS set up to help speed through the process of harmonization of 

standards ani approvals ani  inspection schönes,  particularly where legislativ« 

changes are envisaged, have hir»h priority. 

It  is impossible to assess what all this activity in the last decade has 

cost individual countries in the last dec»is but it must be a very considerable 

sum.    The end to this increasing expenditure is nowhere in slftht,  so complex 

are the Agreement» which >VU-M to be reached on all  the .associated issues.    Nor 

is it oosPible to quantify +.-,* loss of tride, the complexity of operations, the 

undoubted refaction in orleer  suffered by manufacturing concern* unable to 

export products, the enee if lotions of which nr« completely acceptable under 

their own national certification schemes bur un*co«Pteble in the foreign market 

because of differing st-ndsrds,  different criteria, different certifying and 
Inspection methods. 
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THE SE ASiyi lygyroH . » .SIMPER SOUITIüW row? 

It is lnconeeivabl» that the  iweloping cour tries of the region will he 

«ble to afford auch costly rationalization evw. at, the end of the next decade 
or so.   Yet the need by then will probably be urgent. 

But., at the present sta-ee of development In certification schemes in 
SB ASíA, it is within the capacity 0* «aeh «• lon to rMch ftgrw,ant and to 

proceas ehanges te legislature and in practice.   Thib is rot to make light of 

undoubted diffioultiee that will arise»    nevertheless, th* problem« should 

prove fer lese complex thar tlioee now being experienced in Europe. 

It ie suggested thnt discussion« couli fruitfully develop nronnd the fol- 
lowing major pointât 

(ft)   A short review of the statuary or procedural clauses governing eaeh 

participant's certification scheme with «paeifao references to flexir- 

bility or otherwise in recr>3nir.in? reputable national foreign »arks. 
(See Apendix) 

(b)   Espressione of opinions on ths associatedt 

•Competence of test houses end  Laboratories. 

*1>if ferine; avsteas of liability of mark holders, manufacturers 
and distributors. 

•RöoonsibiUties of licensees to customers. 

•Compensation and other clauses likely tc hamper mutual 
recognition. 

(Hotel the author of thia statement suggests that much of the 

attempt to rationalise differing detail* of certification 

scheme in Europe - with it* comjüax le?al and administrative 

problem» - are unnecessary in SE Acia. Differing systems can 

be made compatible for the purposes of mutual recognition by 

the flexible application of ancillary raqutremante). 

(o)   Olren that there is a desire for mutual recognition of reputable 

marke, through what açenoy should this be achieved? 

(4)   Agreement on «uldiiy; principle th'i. any harmonisation programme shall 

pay special attention to TSO, IEC, CEK, CEW5LSC trend» in order to 

protect export trade outside the area. 

tiro 
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Example of  the iprr-vpri-Hi:» section of the Industrial Producto Standard* 

Act B. E. 2511   (196*) of ?h»n.l*nd ronr-emin^ oompul sory certification which 

empowers the Standard« Council under the Minister of Industry to exempt 

licensees from carrying the Thsi Industrial Stinkards Institute's certifica- 

tion mark under certain conditions. 

It will ho noted tnr-x, this simple par*criph in the section «iffords the 

utmost flexibility in <>ivln* the Standards Council, (thronß'i the Investiga- 

tion resources of the officials of the Institut«) the re spone Ability of re- 

oo^nizinç the validity and authority or otherwise of foreign marks. 

SECTION 33 

The licensee under section 20 and section 21  shall exhibit the standard 

mark before takln» the industrial products out of the premises where the/ are 

manufacturad or before receiving them from the Customs officer.    In the latter 

eise, the Minister may permit th'¿t the standard mark be exhibited under speci- 

fied conditions afterward a. 

Tn the c^se where  t,hero is an evidence that the imported industrial pro- 

ducts are in conformity with a foreign standard comparatively not lower than 

the standard under this Act ?nd there is a foreign standard mark exhibited 

thereon, the Council may exempt the licensee from usinrç the standard mark 

under paragraph one. 

(Notei   The Thai version prevalía; the translation is given for purposes 

of discussion) 
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