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FOREWORD

It is my opinion thst e paper such as requested should have been
prepered bv Governmentsl inetituti~ns eince they req-'ired from industry
end heve all date concerning consu..iption of rew mate..ale, importe and
exports, etc., oe wall se the elaboretion of studise, plene and projacts
for present and futurs sxpaneion.

The contente of this papsr ere my own perecnsl knowledge and beslief

on the subject since even though time wee short for preperation, the
wpiter tried to obtein somw stetietice from different inetitutions end
unfeztunately, thies wes not granted.
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The plestics dndustry in E1 sal 'adar very well ce be cuasicarsd oy
& very ycung indusiiy. Towarles .t eiid of thae docade of the foctiaz.
thu fical plestics processor was eetablishod with the oolp purposce

of menufecturing COI;b; :a'nd‘or the injection molding proceez., At the
bejlinning of the ysar 1951 a sacond firm wae sterted for tho molding
of housowaces. 'heus two Tirme remained alons during the vhole
decado. It was until tha dacade of the sixtiee that ths reul growinp
ard dovalopment of thie induetry commenced in our country. At prasen’
w2 have thirty ono plaatic processors menufecturing film, racorda,

ctons, plipso, housowsres, toye, dolls, wirs ceating, boato, otec,

fleny of ‘thaoe firme utiliza more then one polyrsr end ccavert ths .«.
ma*erul into Pinished srticles under more than cne procass., To 03
313 rrocise, an snelysia wae msde of thoes induastiies to find out
*he raw wateriels thvy ues, the processss for cunvertion cnd their
mein line of productiss The resulte heve been tabuleted in tcbles 1,
1i anc 111 reepectively.

Thm tableu show thet the gross of the firme are m-mfac;uring houaa=
mares &g Luyss Looking at the cecond table one eese, end co oxpects
viiet thy most known matarials : ‘e polyethylene cn polyvin!l clhorids
fnlloued by polypropii.na and pulyityrens, Tha viiglnaering aateriel:
are nol usad in E1 Salvedor, if not unknown to many peracns, Finally,
One cen see thet injec:ion, followed by extrueion rolding, in the
“a-tnaique eaet vaed An cur country. Unfortunately, dats such as the
consumption of rew matariala wae imposeible to obtsin dus to the
shortage of time since thie informstion had to be gathsred from the
diffurant supplisre. However, from the only information at hand,
thoe coneumption of polypropilene in the yaar 1972 by two firms elonc
was a little under ones thousand metric tons.
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The sccalaratec developmant of this industry, sspecilaliy in injection
and blow molding, resultsd in a dicloyal price compstition which ended
in a miscare of the quality of tha products, to such a point that the
word “plastic® bacime assuciste ! with "chaap®., M reovsr, many firma
eterted to qive iong credits which lnts: in turn oeceme bad debts and
as 8 result more than fifly psr cent cf “hoas molderc ware bankrupted.
Thie ie a éood point to remember that £l Salvedor i{s one of the members
of the Central Americen Common Merkat anc that similer eituations wsre
faciny ths other four membera. At present, the firre are a 1ittle bit
more solid enc this problem ia being overcomed elowly. Howsvar, many
ficms ore atili far from gelling high quelity producta.

Balor Preblems Retarding Growth

6.

7.

One of the first probleme ancountered by plaatice people in our countey
was the leck of obtaining molda and dies. ost toocls bought in the
United States of America or Europe ere very sxpensive, thoss bought
from Italy or Portuge! ere lsse expensive indsed but the time for
delivery usually rune very high., Finally, one can obtain some second
hand molde or made in eome other countries but they are troublesome.
This neceesity was known by most of the diffsrent metsl shope in the
countsy and thinking that the making of a mold did not reguire more
knowledge than that of machining other metsl perts, meny plestic
processors wers convinced from ordering soms molde in the country which
became a great failure.

_The above probles was firet solved by one factory by investing in &

aold making depertasnt to make their own molde. Little by little
sost other firse are buying their own mschine tools end contracting
foreign mold sakers to run the shop.

Another problew probsbly cverlooked by many persons is the fact thet
due to the technologicsl sdvences in the industrialized countriees,



the mechinery and eguipment iy being buiit more soorhisticeted esch
time. More end More slectronic Somponente are being incorporeted in
the itnstruments gnd uhen r email pact fajle s conaidersble amount of
time 1. lost in fixing the par . tissoless to tai. sbout the small
firme which in meny cs3ss cen not ispair the part end have to purchaes
the complete part.

As mentioned earlier, meny firms have gone out of business. ™ie wae
due in part ‘o the belirf thet with the Contrel Americen Common Merket
there 1o enough market for everybody., As & consequence, all industries
were equipped to produce mors or lesr the seme iteme rasulting in e
repid esturation of the producte together with prices eo low thet Seny
firms could not seet their Feeponaibilitiss end were forced te close.
In this eense, there should exist an office in cherge of gathering thie
type of information srd eheuld encoursge new inveetore into rields not

. sxpleited in our country end whiich ere of grast necessity. T™e sbeve
G00s net meen that you will no longer be Pree to irwest where you

Pleses but will de of greet help in the sense that meny eisundersteod
inforeetion ee to the profitability of the businees would be streightenss
out,

Edane for Fysuee Cxpansion and Civersification

10.

The general plens for develapm-nt or sxpension ir & netion wide stale
e those included in the Quinguenniasl plan of the presant gevernsent
end of couree those do not fnclude plen for eny type of industey in
perticular. It is obvious that secn of the plastic precessor has hie
own plane for expension og divereificetion for the nesr futurs but theess
8fe considered private for esch industry,

However, the plane include Valy ssbitious programmee in se fer se
building for minieus duelling; aress in which plastic saterisl woule
be of great help in reducing costs ss well as the time for completien
the houses. “




1

1".

12,

13.

Sancivsione

It seeme that in thia country ®seny people of sll levels do not know
what plestic reslly is; which are ite uses end limitations. And,
knowing the present snd futurs perepective of pleetic materisle, it

ie time to think to include the pelyser science in our echosle and
particulerly in our universitiss. ™e fundementals, designs end

wees of plestice sheuld be included to the (nginesring end Architecture
ocheols to encoursge the students to use plestic meterisls,

T™he gevernsental ‘Anetitutions, euch se Institute de Viviends Uzbens,
Mnuun o9 Uzbaniome y Arquitecture end partioularly Coneeje
Nesienal @8 Plenificecion y Cosrdinecién Ceonemice, eheuld ceneider
She Benefite grented by the plestic setezisls when plamning the
sslutions to prodbless such ee éwelling, hygiene, salubrity, secial
seourity, sefety, sgriculture ond ethers,

mmmmmmmtmmm.mmu
ploctic fenilise es well s the mundreds of individuel types in erder
ummumuutuumu-mn slee applisetion ot the
lowset final unit eeet.




Houseweres

Toys

Filee

Shoes end Soleas
Dolle

Profile
Bottles

Piping
Industrial Componente
Recerds

School ltems
Films Costing
wire Costing
Carpet

Lugpege

Cenbe

filament
Crnaments

Table ]. Plastic Processore

by End Preduect.

Injection
Extrusion
Slow Melding
Comprecsion
Rotational
Veouus
Calonde: ing
Menrwel

Teble 111,

by Type of Precess.
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Plestic Precssecrse

Polysthylesne
PVC
Polypropilans
Polystyrene
Plestisocls
A.B8.S.
Fibergless
Phenol

SAN

Celluloss Acetate
Acetsl
Melenine
Nylon
Polycsrbonate
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Table 11. Plastic Procassore
by Type of Polymer.
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