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Nigeria is divided into four climatic regions, this
paper being concerned particularly with the lidwestern State
which is sub-equatorial.

The total annual rainiajil ranges from oJ inches to
more than 120 inches per year. Relatively humidity is
normally over 334 in the carly morning, but falls to be-
tween 60/t and 80,5 in the afternoon, whilst tenperatures vary
between max. 35°,¢ and 20°.¢ (75°.F to 85°F). Generally,
the furniture is used in houses without air-conditioning,
but in new projects for the Government offices under .
constructicn air-eonditionin: will be installed. Owing
to the State's hot manid climate we are faced with the foilow-
ing problems:

a) Planing the timber to obtain the smooth fine surface is
somewhat difficult bescause of humidity,

h) During painting and especially spraying it is hard to
avoid the effects of humidity.

¢) The joints and the overall shape of furniture are some~
times deformad by the changing degree of humidity,

Nigeriu has rich hardwood resources, particularly
in the Mid-West State. Tt has the second largest saw-
@ill in the world (The Africa Timber and Plywood Sapels).

They have commercial timbers such as Sapvle Wood,
Africa Mahogany, Agba,Black Afara, Ebony, Africa Walmut
etc. As a result of this natural abundance of wood, no
timber is imported at all.

Air seasoning is the most common method of dryings it
is also the cheapest one the small-scale furniture industries
can afford. The timber is stacked under cover to protect
it from the rain, wind and sun, Of course, following this
mothod of seasoning the timber is not satisfactory. The
main problem is that the timber ig attacked by insects and
fungi, and we are always trying to overcome these problems.
PFurthermore, the boards takes longer to get seasoned for
furntture work.

We mainly use plywood which is lecally made to various
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thicknesses in =zn 4lmost standard size of 8¢ x 4" (244em x
122cm).  Plastics in sheot form such as formica are im-
ported for use in furniture 1rdustries., all tynes of
glue are imported: PTG b oonl moul finishin; matorials
are now manufactured in Niceria, other materials for the
furniture industry are obtainanle ir the country with little
or no difficulty, but most of them are imported.

Generally, the labour force in the country is about
1 - 60 trained cra’tsmen. The majority of tradesmen often
learn their trade; fron master craftsnen. This attitude
has led us to have lots of sinaii sheds all over the place:
carpenters shope with very low standardsand poorly mami-
factured furniture. There are a nunber of Trade Schools
in the country, and boys trained¢ at these schools enjoy
better carecer prospects in the furniture industry. As
for vecational training in the furniture trade there are a
few courses in the :lidwost State run by the Ministry of
Works and Transpost and the ifinistry of Education. I anm
sure this type of vocational training is carrieg out in
other pate of the country. Moreover, to assist small
wood working plants in the State, the Governient of the
Midwest State established in 1970 a woogd utilization section
in the Ministry of Trade and 1 dustry in Benin C: ty, fThe
section provides instroction and demonstrations in improved
production tachni mes ’ 8ncourages the design of new
products, and =ing shopt c¢cursnshare ig no higher technical
education in furniture trado in the country ang the best
anybody can obtain ig s final City and Guilgs Certificate
in one of the woodworkin: trades. Anybody wanting to get
& higher technical educatior. hag to €0 overssas,

Furniture factoriea ir the country do not normally em-

furniture plantg overseas.,
There ie an awareness of automation in the manufacture
of furniture in the country ae mogt furniture plante use
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woodworking machines for planing, spindling, ote, The
furniture factorias in this eountry look forward to the
time when it will be possible to manufactyurs locally
woodworking miachines or aven have arn agsembly plant in
the country, to case the delay of ratting woodworking
equipment. Hast of the plants use imported matoriales

and the cevaeloped countries snould try to get up plants
or assist in the ostablighmant ¢f factories to samufac-
ture such equipment locnal lye 4 Council similar to what
they have overse~s, e.g. The Furniture Development Couneil
in Great Britain,should he establishad here to holp develop
the standards of furniture factories in the country,

Home marketing of the finished products is very en-
couraging, though as a result of wrong costing nost welle
finighed products arc sold at a high price thus leaving
only well-placed psople in the country to furnish their homes
with zood furniture, Moreover, there is no such thing

a8 hire purchase schemes in nost furnitura plants. Gener-
ally, marketing any standards of furniture presents no
problems as they are so much in demand., At presant no
finished products are exported,

The induetry's future in the country looks Yright,

The source of raw maverials, pasticularly tinber, is assuy-
ed as the country abounda in great number of commercial
timber, whilae other fims produce items such ag foam

for upholstery and cthar things that are required in the
furniture industry.

Product quality will rise as the industry is aware of
the need for improvement and cevelopment of the existing
products.  ifost furniture manufacturers in the country have
realised the disadvantages of using inferior materials, a.g.
badly seasoned timber., Tho nesd for comfort, Cege in tha
design and consvruction of various types of household furni-
turs and office furniture, ie now of great importance to
furniture manufacturers in the country. The general ob-
Jective of most mamufacturers at present is to provide
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customers with well-finisheé wood products at a reasonable
price.

With regular raw matcrial supplics, improved techniques
of production, well-finished wood procducts and st-~dy mar-
kets, the furniture industry in the country, particularly
in the .lid-Western 5State, can look forward to the future
with confidence,







