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There ni: becn a reld soewdn an L dowveloomert of furnitura
and Jjoipery, incusiries 15 aners between 19,7 and 13745 o rewth
Could bw doscribnd ir recie-pelitical a3 well as ecouoiic tRrms. Long
belore tbe  rawtl am deveiepmeniy o tho fectlery syst @ and therceiore lerge
scale productien iu shana, Laere axisled tre Lradl: Ligbas ohe~-man Dusiness
in the fioia o1 fulnitule Duriig abs v 0 wolluYe

Bven theugl, tre traditiensi syatom Wois Very slew and lubeur-intensive,
yet it wes apie to satisfy lecal iemend® espacially in so Far as the

demend tor jurniturc and treditienal steels wus gsencerned. However after

1957 (atfter independencs ), hecause Lhe goveriment hed to cmberk upen

certair prejects, aspecislly il ractructure (auch as schools, hespitels oto.),

the traciticnoi systex was f sund tv be inadequates The gevernpent therefere

set up furniture and jeinery uniis attached to ceitain strategic departments
fer nen-cotmercicl purpesese The Public Works Department had a furniture
end jeinery unit which wes churged with the consiructien of furndture fer

gevernmer.t bungulows, The Railway & Perts and Pest aid "-elecemmunications

Departments alse had tuoir furniture and jeinery wnity te ceter fer thelir

respective nueds.

It became gppaiest Si..agh te opertticie of these piensering non-
cemmercial furniturc end jeinery uniis that the gevernment could set up
a visblc furniture and jeinery factary fer commercial purpeses to et
tho lecal demand ;er furnitures Therefore ir 1960, the State Furniture
' Cerperstion was fermew te wmoet the needs of the wublic in se fer as the
demard for furniture was cencornsd. However, despite Lhe Termatien of a
State Purniture and Jeinery Factery, tne governmsnt realilsed that the
velume of lecul demand (beth tapped and untapped) was tee large te be
satisfiad Ly enc factery. Tim gevernment thorefore decided Le suppert
the establishment. off privete fwaliurs and jolnery fucterfes. Betwean
1960 end 1962, 6 private furnitire and jeinery fucteries were establiobhed,
By January 1973, the number of private framture and jedinery facieries had

increased frem & te 11.

e




Anothor imporcant reuawn o the moptd grewha o7 Suradiure and jelnery
fecterias §- Ghrne L3 (Lo v Llan ondi. e portly becawse af cxcess
preductien cepackiy »s a rofols ¢ wage 3eeis preductien and partly
because of ‘he desiic Lo¢ xprre oviwde furpiture and joirery facteries
in Ghana staried o ;ruiuce [urniluve poris te met the specifloatiens
and designs o the <~.erseus nasieneci.

Breadly spcikin, the Muwriture uni jedue.y ingustrines in Ghena
éan be descriuced wrier wWo greups; nwrily Lhe gevernment secter and the
private secter. The gavernsenl. secter cen te sub-aivided inte cemmeroial
ard nen—commercial urdisz. Tle crmercial unit is the Ghans Tiuwber
Marketing Beard's Furpiture und Jolnery spctory situcted in Kusasi, fermerly
orlled State Furniiure Cnrpureticn. The nen-crmmerciel unite ef the
gevernment sector ara hho foruitue and jsicely facteries of the fellewing
departwents and caucperatiens. “Thiy e Fublic Werks Dopertment, State
Censtruction Cerporatiou, Stat+ jimustig Corpcraticn, Pest and Tel ecemmunicatiens
Department and Chana Kailwev & cris Authority.

The gevernrent sector 5= aonac otericed ov egonar.es of large
soale productien - thut ds ruciinory, » high leve. ¢ technelegy, and a
large labeur ferco. lost of e ves working machines are of Engliash erizine
It is quits recently Lhal neder:n wogd woridng machines of different make
arc being used in Ghrras  Sone exanples of beth old and new machines
being used in Chan~  ure WADKIN raoiines, SMidR waohines, RCBINSON
machines ard senc Gerper-zad: machincre.

The private acctur of Lnana®s Turmd turs and joinery industry is
oharaoterised by nrcaucthiew fer commercinl purpescs. This secter can
be sub—divided inte rovern and tracilionsl units, The teohnelegy and
mede ol productinn i ths wedort auds of the piivate sectour relate te that
existing int he goveramn. nocges. ‘berelere, the mciern private seoter

1s also ohrraoterizec b, scopnerirs 7 large acale preduction - that is

better machiners, a hizh icval of tachnelegy and

1 large labeur f erce.
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Because of tiw hirh cost o resd wook irg wachiims iy hann, vevy "o x-welle

established furnitvre and Jodnery S aeleries wre wiyins kilae in ssasoning

their ligber. MHort ' ligu APl biuagety on netneal/air-dried regsoned

timber ebtained v . .,
have drying iiins.

¢oedrldalos eiana Cun westt oU A frolaries which

The traditienal uni. of the private pestor of Gharats furniture
and joincry imdusizy is cemmonly referrec to as the Vayside Carpsntry
shops. This undt makes tadblis ord aheira fer individual cessumers
accerding to their ruspective specifications. ™he lavel of technolegy
is low and the mode of production is labour~intensive. ilost of the
furniture preduced in Ghane,ospecially the leese rfuraituvre is experted te
eountries arvund Ghana. There are only » turniture and Jeinery facteries
in Ghans which cxpert fmniture perise At tre mement in Ghana, there
is e great demmd Yor fwmitwre ind joinery ireducts both for export anmd
for locel uges This is an ercA wlera forcigs investers who are interested
1n.Ghana's timber trade shonld cnich in and. investa

Ghona hae » tacge forest estats whnich is rich with meny timber
trees. ‘hans has ot least 200 « fferont timber sp Jies which seuld be
used for descrative, 2tiiity and structural purpasess ‘The decerative
timbers erc ubtlle, maheguy, 2te. liaeo v uidlily timbers are Wawa,
Ofram etc. The c oamrciai sprcies/lesser-known species censtitute the
bulk of Ghans's siructural tirbers. The brechure en Ghane Hardwoeds,
as well as the supplementary one: compilled by t he Bourd's Weed Library
Unit, spell out the petentiadities of Ghana's weads. Mos: of Ghanats Ind.g
oap be used for furniture end joinery purposes. Suffice to say that
some of the timher species are Afticen Waunut, Mensonig, Danta, Afrermesia,
4vedire, 3rented Guarea and lyedua.

The furniture and joinery sceotor is a fertile area fer feroign
investment and any invemtment made in this ares 18 bouid to e Tiables

Any investor mey like to know at leost the rocharical properties cf some




of Ghana woods. Thiy poper would tierclare attempt te give a short
illustration ou the potentizlities of Ghana woode, especlally in so far as
the furnitun and jeimery incus .y is cunicernecde The illustratien would
he on suwh spocies as A'Citen Waihu., Kdweioa, Aricen Mahogany, Sapele,

Afrormosia, Makere, Avedlire and Cantae

AFRICAN WALNUT The standard trade name is African walnut. The

beartwoed is gold-brown, of'ten with blsck streaks, which originated

the neme "Afrioan Welmut“. It is mediuw hard and the medium weight is
351bs per oubic foot at +5% meisture eontent. It works easily by

hand and maehine tools. It is recoamsnied for 4 wide varisty of interior
Joinery-paneling, moulding, cabinst work and furniture.

MANSONIA/APRONO Its standard trad. rame ic marsonia and its local

name is Apronos A medium-sized true ur te 100ft. hizh and 14ft

in girth. The sapwood is 1ight coloured and the heart variea from

light to a dark-grey~browne

Tt is mediup hard of medium weight of 391bs pexr cubic foot at 158

moisture coutent. It iz generally ..raight grained an. of even texture.
It is very resistunt to decay. It warks easily with all hand

and machine toels. It is gensraily useu far pigno cases, furniture shop,

motor cor Fittings, cumers bodies etc. It is also recomrended for high

olass ocahinct worke

i s s s T

AFRIC AN MAHOGAN: The wood is medium hard and of medium weight averaging
351bs per oubic fool at 15% meiasture contents It is pink when cut,
darkeniny to roddish brown on exposurs. The grain is sometimes straight,
rtut generally interlockede. Xt is used lecally for furniture and cabinet
malkdngs. It is also suitable for interior fittdngs in shops and railwey

coaohese It is also good for wencer.

SAPELE: Its standard trude name is sapele and itas local trede names are

cedar or pankwa {(Twi), It is s large tree whioh grows up to 200 feet




high and its medica weignl L sbevl 401 pov suhis £23% A% 4 % moisture

Y

contend, It is wedaun haroe 7The heart weoad 4n pli-ishere

~

> when freahly

out, daxkening to « rich-rod=brouwu. I% sews caBilr and cieonir with little
waste and roctn vory gnsilye DU .kes pails. sscews g Grue m;ll. It
takes & hish pclds~, Y& 40 vrivommnded Coar femitire, nawslliing, shop

and windoy Littings in roliy ciuCues ame ship: ealoons. It is used locally

for furmdture, jolncry and ¢ arpentry purpesese

AFRCRMONTA/KCT/ODUL - A loege trec up o 150% high emd 411t in girth,

with an everage vxploitubla gi=th of 9th. Tt is gonerally straight
boled, though tell outtresser may oftenrosult in fluted stemse
HQOD:~ The wood is hord ard mediuu heavy and the weight average
Ydb per cue £t. air dry and varies betmeon L0-501bh per ou. ¢,
greec weight iz about 581b per cu. fte It s somewkat harder and

heavier than Burma Teai.

Thie wood
is reputed to ba highly reristant to decay end incect atteck. The

strength properidss of this tizr w is found modars *sly suitable feor
banding md it has a high abrasive resistance. The working qualitios
of this wo.4 are such that +Fe ~-rd 5.5 ¢lasaly and -rerks well; ewing
to interlocked grein, machined surfeses are lisble io tear under normal

oondition= but this should be obviated by a outting engls of 20°, Tt

A A e Lo

takes a good polish and 13 38id to Surn wells It has a marked terdenpy

A

to aplit when nailed,

' USES: The wocd cortains tnnnin which, under wet corditions, would

' cauce alsc@leration to cocur in the presence of iron-salts. This
effect would not cccur when the wood is ueed under nor when 4+ is
pretected by varnish, otce It Ls used as a svhsiitute far teak in ships,

deriting and reilse It 3s auitubls for high class furniture uod flooring




v ’ 4 3
and might be used with sucseny for tool  Dand.ed end dowels. I" is a
servaceable #ood woin streasbh. nigh Jurebiiity o.d dimensional stability

comb:u_nﬁd . tn Bl (temnct e goDat apce nre ripsiredo

MAKORE/B/XU - Dne of ‘he larpest irc.c of the forest and it grows up %o
200t hizh and 3003 in rirth with an aversge exploitable girth of about
13ft, the clcer holo wa) resen 100t ty Tt 15 neculiarly 1liable to be
ecomplately shattere? or badly split in feliing.

¥OoD: The wcod 18 moderately nard and of pedium weight, vith reoorded
alr dry weights vexying ifrom ¥i~451b per cu, fuot and averaging about 40lb

per ocu.ft, Zts colour varids from nale pinkish-brown to a rich-red=brown,

This. timber 18 very

resistent and cne oi' tho most durable locel timbers. It is however,
ocasionally nttacked by ambrosin snd related boetles, 'Yhe sapwood 1s
susceptiblr Lo atieek by powdor-por ™ bectles, The stvength properties is
equal in stiffrecs snd maximua crushing strength 4o, but harder and wth
mich greater v-elstencs to splittineg *har maboganye The wood 1s classified
as moderately good flor steam bending.

WORKING QUALITIES: T. saws withi scme dificculty at least or ciroular
benches, but cut: cleanly, end logs arc markedly free from defects. It
works moderately easily with both hand and machine tools, There is a rapld
blunting of cutting odges md 1= blwuntlng incresses as the moisture content
deoreases, Ii tskes norews/glucs and polishes well but tends to split in
nailing, It is cuitablc Tor rotary peeling and slices and it easily
proluces attxracilve venosrs, The fine woold dust formed 4insome operations

may irxitais the rose and thrcat hence a pod dust - collectling system

is required,




USES: T+ L. ured for secoral ¢oratrvctson, “nrriture and eabinet work
e e ]

and produscs cevwrat ve naptli ol vorerrs, It ir miitable for heavy

plywood, a~d sliced wonsevs {ro lgurad logt ave in demani for decorative

puarposes, It i3 also usteios supsiior matd work and iriterior wood work,

It 1a nlso u~ed for etericr Aneve  lavawmpdary berches, turney end flooring.

It has been used for sheft guides in local mines and 1s an excellent

sleeper timber,

AVODIRE: - A medlum~tized tree which grows up to 110{t. high and

14ft in girth, «iih an average exploltable girdh of 71, It is generally

short boled ana is Crequently crooked and bedly fluted.

WOOD: The wood hes o natural setinly Justre and is pele cream, tending
to darken to a golden—yeilow with nc Aistinetion hetween heertwood and
sapwoode The grain is often lLiregulariy interlocked and such tmber has
a beautiful mottled iigure when auarier sam., It is firm, medium hard

and of medium weixht ranging from X -371b, per cu, ft, air dry with sn

average of 251b, The texturs s fire to medium and very uniform,

This wood_1s veriguslie, 158 i1avle to blue ntain, Tharefore,
quick extraction and rsyrid conversion are essential.
The & trength propertiea of tiis wocd sre 3uch that the wocd has good

strength (propsrties) espccially in bending and in compression along the

grain, The vorking qualilies of this wcod are such Lhat the wood works

! easily, finishes smooilly and polisher well. Preboring for neils 1a
advisable in order to preveni sp:ittinge

USES: Flain stock hea been used for plywood, box boarding and railwey
cocach penalling, It is a mood waltewood suitable for gensral joinery work

of all kinds,




DANTA: A =adinmeoni 0 2w poaghat.as o helpht of GO pr 4000t and a

girth o1 4ulo mh oen et eapdoitalls it oV nheui 71't. The buttresses
ars stall but v 1! defire ], ¢ ien :zion g W & ountidert de height,

" . PR H ot . .e 3 Cy Q ‘
T™hy owed o harsd vel wedl o heovy,dn oheutt. when green, The

Wity
heariwood 33 “codegl bre. . 46 dievas . e vl sapwood which is light
brown with =lightiy irlilui tlace, about ! insaes widee

The ®ood hes a fin , svun tertore, The srain is gene: 1y interlocked

and when gquarier-cesn i1 pioducos o striped eppuarance resembling sapele.

The Aurability or danta :s moderate)s resistent, It is susceptible
to » ttack hy po~dar, peet beetles w.d someiimcs by snbrosis beetles,
The pin~knot?r ‘hat cocur are nol suifieiently numerous to constitute a
serious defeot, Tie v, Coar quatities of danta are such that the wood
works easily end well vith tod. hand and nachine * cols, A tendency
for the grair tr pick up i plarinz quarter-sew anterial oan be ove'come
by reduvcins tvo ontting angle to 4 ¢©, T4 hasz e slight tendenoy to
split in nailiug, Wt it inker secews and glues well, The timber that
is faivly fre {rom pin-kmots prels w1l and gives atror~ plywood. It
turns exceliently and tekes 1 good finish and polishes well and requires
gomparatd . cly 11 'tle grain fillaer
USES: The wow: - sustavle for wheel wrignt's and wagon work and
possibly for raiinay (nrviss., lervy todies and ship building and
15 widely usel in Gowg for <11 Kinds o tou) handles and for gun stocks,
and ocscasionnlly for Mimltiure. Itis reieo a1’ tabins Yor sports gear.
T+ might L sdiabi- o1 tight couporage a: 1 it appears o be a  promising
plywood specing, It in gis usei v Sioosing partievlarly where a
Jesoralive ¢ffe~t "o civaired,

There sre . tel b reslised Treea thie naped ‘that th» nrospacts of
Ghana' 8 Laber Lodie vy and fandn, specisll . oo furpiture and
Jolnery seector, are vers br Fhte  Once more, St s notworthy to

relterate thai Ghanyt o rarottole and Joiney, lndustiry .= a fe *tila aresa

for toreipn invamiioniy







