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The only B\ Je i -making  iiiihiy at   ..ie presero  time in  Iraq ìB the 

government-owned workr r.ear  ^ v.J.U- ui'  Tskandariyah.      There are six 

1.5 ton capacity   eluctric-arc  furnaces in operation at  the plaiit,  and the 

steel in used  in   the r.toel foundry   linked with tlte melting shop.      Castings 

are NKíO cither  foi  other government-owned i'actories or for agricultural 

implements manufactured in the rUei  plant.      Apart from one or two small 

private enterprises making iron castings,   ther« are no other iron and 

Bteel manufactui ir,^ faci H tier  in Iraq. 

The Miniut.«.y of  industry haa for many years bee^ studying  the 

possibility of establishing an integrated iron and steel complex aimed at 

producing structural and constructional products.      This project originate« 

fro« I954, when a    sugestión WaB ?ut   to tho induetrial bank for the use of 

local ateel sorap for  the manufactiir« of steel billets and the import of 

a complementary amount of billets in order that 30,000 tons of reinforcing 

rods and bars could  be madn annually.      Many report* were submitted,  many 

consultants were  employed, and many y«arK passed but no final decision to 

go ahead was taken. 

in the course of time,   the local steel market grew and demands for 

steel for building increased. 

To resolve   the dilerrana and  tu help the Miniti try  m taking the decision 

either to drop the project or  to go ahead with it,  a eroup of three experts 

were appoints  by UNIDO  la work on the project,  together with personnel 

from the Ministry ass.gned to the project.    'Phev reviewed all the previous 

reporte,  s ludi «ti   the situation   independently,   carried out market studies, 

and submitted a  report  to the limi «try,  recommending the establishment of 

a semi-integrated Dtecl riant  bwad  or.  locai scrap and imported  billets. 

A small melting flhop will  a sin,*«  Vj  tor. arc furnace was proposed    with 

a combined rolline mill'Tor the production of wire rod, wire,  bars, angles, 

channels,   .trip,   and   !-b*arS.       Alternative capaciti*, of  150,OÜO and 

400,000 tons a year wore proposed for   the rolling mill. 

Tho «u-ket r.urv.-y on which  th^ proposal wan based was carried out 

in about five n.ontho,  and a Pr,.,e, Uon of future steel demnnd was made. 

From the information available fr,,, p.,biicatiomi about ir,Ports and fro. 

discussi«.,  from van our. otate organisions,   .« estimate wan made of the 
requirements f. r  «t^-i  l,r„liuctj over   hhl, >¡ejft fjye ^^ 
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'"»».•U- o,' !..„.,.,   r„,;;,   Bir„  ,,.,,_   ,,rlu:1   r.i;i;i    ri  _  

-port,.     Tll, ri«.,«.,•,, „er( .,t,,,hul,,le ,„ t)i, ...t _" *-';htr 

consumers   tend   t.o ordr>r  iar-e  -nantit,« • *        *'"' 
L     , J"Q*v,uiaj   orden;,   son>f ot' 

-lu«, «.Id cuver „„  tha, a .!„„,, ...„„.,„  „,„ra, , „„. '       '" 

public organisation wao executing lar,-o  probet- t     i   • f   ^<"f,(.  projects, oteel   j-riporti-  for  thi> 
relevant yeare would  r-• <-0     .,-,   i y           would   rjWl    ,o  drop  back   to nyrinal thíi  foilüwl 

Nevertheless,   the  trend wa«   toward, .nerved  iKpuriu. 

rt war also found  that  the  ¿m-ort  o-'   • *.»«. i 
by everts  -   «i. " 10 ^e,ie,^iy innuenced oy ever.tr,  in   the country or in   -h*, «¡JJI     ••    j 

«ry or  m   „he Middle  l<*Bt tfei.craHy .       The   ]<)% 
M». Canal W10I. alJd the ohan(.f   ,„  the  ^ ^^   ^ 

f «dd« drop, x„ ,teeJ  ¡mnortSi  iath¡^n in ijoth 1        t     ^ 
returned to „or«!  the !ui :.,winf voar_ »        ri«"" 

«nee 1970,   the  ,,.r„, ,,  „teel  ,.,,  ,;lKJ  m   ^ ^ of 

state orfluilMtior. r-^wi tie for  in*  ^-„HM., ,„   .,,,   , 

readily obtainable.      Th*>  irrro*-»   r,.«-»< 
_•,„,   ..    . -"v,a*/i  by   th»ir  ui,;ani;ation 
snvjw that importe durine  mvi   -,»-,i   io- J 

lJ    9'     im 1V '   wtre  x"WPJ-  tb'»'  "•   th, preceding two 
years.       lt would :iPFear + haf.  tie r<-,rc    f-,.•  • v      „ 
in«,W .    , ^creane   in   U.e comparative 
inexperience of  the atafr of  the mandat • o> 
.„   . ^rtlan./atxon.       However,   dr.nand  i a expected 
<«o increase oecauBe  the ONP ifi   -,.«- •, « „       .1 
„rt u 

Xfc ' r0*if^ raP"lj.   and   »ron and :!..eel conaump- 
tior. as known to  1Mirw, mm n,lúly thar ^ in ^ ^^ ^^ 

I" 1971,   import, of U,rfj,  rodc,  and tîîr,,cturi,   oteal oeotiona 

.PPraxlraately 200,00, ton«.       ^l::  n^  iH „^^     ^ ^^^ 

6 year8'  and  *  f0reCa8t f"r aJ1   — a»,d atoel  product» of W000 tona 

x« not probable.      A f1<w»    f 400,000^00,000 ton« of Bttt,i  products a 

yo*r x. a reaaonabie capaci t,   for ot.rtx^ up an  mdu.tr,;,,   U-arin, m mind 

tn« future expansion  to double  thia figure would ,OMt  be ne.oH.ary. 

So far ae raw «aterían ore concerned,   iraq  lack,  „„íí^OUB  iron 

oree  „ condal  qUnntiti.p.       Geologa!   lwtBu^   in .elected areas 
ave revealed Po«, non-coTOftrriuI ore bodlyPf   fw(   ()f ^..^   _  ^^ about 

t- years ago.      ifcol^ci  .-ruBoeotin« «,d pyn^tic =ur.w proved 

that  these ores can.ot  oe exploded ocon^caJly.      Fui-ther ,eoloeical survey 

work and air surveys are at present  in proßmBB. 

However,   lack of lJVr  , r, 8ho,|d r.oL d.tcr  the en.,,1 l^ent of an 

iron and «teel  induau-y m   ÍPai?f  Eince , numiìer 0,. dwtJofV(1 ^^^^^ ^ 

-poitin, not onl,   iro, orP  h .t  lli     C0Ke<       jr;i ;  fcHB   !mnjents(   rf ;jervf3 (if 

Petroli and,   apart  fro, a ,,ail «B^st  Jtlll8ed   füp  RWtf. peBWi;1i0B 

«le naturai iìa8 iH bei„n WUfltf!d :it   u.fi urt.rer,   ^.^^ 



Natural tau IR   beu..:;  U*«U HU   JV I^IICtant   .01   nur. <u-e in Mexico. 

Knowledge of this plant   ro;..cho.I   ira; i':  iy,0.        Ir,  i«»   i.hose responsible 

for  the  iron and  steel   project piopo^d that   consideration be 51 ven   to  the 

implementation oí' a projet   i-a;:t.i o« sturai  ras.       Consultante   from  several 

countries were employ-d,   Imi    li.*- wer*. ,)r   ay3  xn rwiohillß ;t final 

decision.      Financial  problem»:  forced the  ministry of industry  to shelve 

the proposal for a number or  v-arr,.      It was  finally  liroutfit  forward again in 

1970 und son olia cono, dation h*» been rivRn  to  it.      Min« were drawn up 

dividing  thia into  two  separato projects   : 

- a senu-integrated  j4e<;j  plant 

-a sponge-iron  pia/;'. 

The former wa* denned  to include a amali  melting shup with a 

capacity of 50,000 tone of steel billete a year,   a cor^muoue easting «achine, 

and a rolling mill with a capacity of 400,000 tons of rolled products  a year. 

The second project was  planned to be  linked with the first and  to be 

completed in tiiro for  the ptcel plant to b* fed with pellets,   thus 

ensuring continuous operation.      The capacity  of  the aponge-iron plant was 

designed to be 300,000-400, Of JO tous a year,   which required a corresponding 

increase in the size of   the melting shop. 

The two projects were ¿»iven serious considei-ation by the State Planning 

Board,  which in due course  instructed the Ministry  of Industry to prepare a 

tender document for the  first  projet and also  to preparo a feasibility 

study for  the spor^e-i ron plant.      Through the  State Organization for 

Industrial Design and  Construction,   the Ministry  put  the steel plant out 

to international   tender,   and  alno ne1  up a committee to prepare  the 

feasibility etudy for the t-por^e-m-, r]v t.       T-nd«ro for the steel plant 

are at present being analysed,  whilst the feaa ibi lily study will shortly 

be submitted to the State rlar.nil»; Bo*rd.        It  ia  hoped  that the contract 

for the firr.t project will   be  aigneil before   the»  , nd of 1973. 

Many aiteo were proposed;  the Ministry  soloctod as the moot suitable 

a aite in the couth of   I •,«,  near a rea channel   that extends from the Oulf, 

known as Khor Al-Zubair.       The a-te i8 very   core   to a railway line that 

leads to  Baghdad ard thence an  far ae Kurope.       (M n^hwaye and a high-voltage 

transmission line are near at  hand.      The miv   U  considered to  be suitable to 

accommodate the plant    Xnd   > U-.   f.i'urr- er'^nci-nf. 

The mam problem  ie   the  r.iv>r-¿#0 or experienced  personnel  1«  this 

sector of  industry,  and   the  K^utry   ha-; „u^i  ^instance from UiÜDO 
and consultants in   this   rcupect. 



E*p.rts o- civil er,<£i„e.rin<r are miUH, in ,raq aIld ,0 ,hi. 
«pect of ouxU^ the plMl do£8 „ot prMenl any rritumi_     NeverthelM 

h. Him.try ha» decided to execute th. iron „,a „t..! pl„r,t „reject on . 
turnkey oasi., „)th the intmUm of „M „^ ^ ^^ ^ 

a« possible. * 
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