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Uraguay, w3tk ac acee of 187,000 qusre kilome-ires, has a
populatidn of vome throe nillion iahahitants with a high atandard
of iiteracy and con:. mer roquirementa, It = 5 formerly regarded
a3 the Swilz riapd of South Americs with lm_ ot nt Tanking and
Conmevcial freilitica an’ n vory conseioug pcooasramne of sneial re-
foru.  Unfoviamalel,, o ir-tions outsirio.d resources, scant
regied wag poll Lo the D 14ng price 67 veol wiich ie the prin-
ciual export, ollowel by beef, sand a civil servic: said to re-
present in one yay or uhe o'h-r k3lf the working jopulation of the
country, has contriiuicd to catastrophis tniletion, The country
today is in poor “insneinl sirails, 'ut cautious optimism is Jus-
tiffed for th: Sfulure. ool prices have harlencd, beof produc-
tion is im;r:ving nnd the country is developing an important
tourist industry.
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“he Uruguazan plastico merket, whoeh bas developed over the
st 20 yeara, is ob ractorized Uy living o high consumption per
eapite of, prineipnlly, polyetiylenc anl PVG and, in a lesser de-
;reé, poly.tyrene, WM, lypropylene, te,

Prodaction i~ "tomt-nd®, *haprc heing at Iresent gome 250
firns Jdedicnted to moulding, some of whieh work with equi rment
which in nther lecan wi 4 Lo gaed anly 4t laboratory lavel,

The raw wnaterial is tol:1ly imported, there beirz no local pro-

duetion. Sources of wup;ly are varied, 1.¢., C2rrany, "n-land,
U.S.A., J2)8n, Itely, etc. At timas when 1vrilability of the raw
materisl Ja normnl there ja aeute Joree competition,

At present dewand cannot Le satisfied ae o reault of the
world ashortsge of raw naterial and (to % -ouch lesser degree) the
control and limitaticne in the granting ol import juotas imposed
by the locsl a..horities. Besiite this, in the course of the

present year agpreciable imports o7 both PE and PYC have been re-
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cerded and, if the vresent rhythm is muintzined, import figures

nizht exceed those of the year of biggest cornsumption (1970).
The contribution wiich was expected from the neighbour

countriesa, Brazil :nd Arzentina, has resulted practically ne-

gligivle,

In Argentina the donszstic Jdemsnd has by far exceeded local

broduction in Loth PF and PVC, theprocessors being unable to pur-

chase from other eountries as a result of the very heavy surchar-

¢es applied to imports as a protection for the local industry,
Due to this, and to the high internal selling prices (PE is being
marketed at U$S 1,00 per kilo, while the international level is
around U$S 0,50 per k%ilo) the rlastic market has not had the ox-
bected development and consumption per capita 1a well below that
of Uruguay., As a logical conéeqpenpo, there are no surplus quan-
tities for export to this country, Only in 1976 could the Bahfa
Blanc super petrochemioal complex (private and government invest-
ment) come into full operation, solving in this way, it is hoped,
the present critical situation,

Bragil, with a very big consumer market, is also unable to
meed its home demand, Recently, due to the techinical failure
suffered Ly an important internntional entervrise - they could
not put into operation a new vlant with a very vig production
capacity dus to engineering prodlems - the hopes of obtaining
sup,.lies of Brazilian PE in the near future have vanished,
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We give hereunder a bricf resumé of the market for the prin-
cipal plastics that are transformed in Urugusy :

POLYETHYLENE

I) Imports (in tons):
1970 (x) 1971 1972 1973 (6 months)
LD 5500 4900 4800 2560
BD 1300 , 1200 1050 950




(x) Year of biggest caasumption up to the oresent.
II) Prinecijal aunlications:

LDPE 60% tubular fila for YWags, etc,

preny

284 extrusion/uvlown {packs, toys, ccld water pipes)
124 injection (toys, table service, kilchen utensils,
ate,)
HDFE 57% extrusion/vlown (packs, jerrycans, cold water

pipes, ete.)
Y 244 artificial raffia, monofilaments, ete,

19% injection (ki4when ware, washbowls, buckets),
POLYVINYL CHLORIDE (PVC)
I) Importe (in tons):

1970 1971 1972 1973 (6 months)

2100 1750 1850 1350
II) Principal a, lications
Zxpe
a) “uspension 1C% shoes, bYoots, ete.

5% Venetian blinds
21% rigid tubing
2% floor covering (tiles) ;
8% insulation for electrice conduotora?
9% flexible extrusion in general (ri:
bon, weather strizping, hose, eto,”
19% leathercloth (calendering)
24 rigid injection
b) Emulsion (pastes) 16%

cioth coverings, toys
¢) Copolymers 84

gramophone records, adhesives,
floors (tilas),
Ve wish agein to gtrass th~

big consumption per capital in
our market,

Which with Barely 3 mil’ion inhabitants tran-forms 6,000
tons of PE and 2,000 tons of PVC per annum,




PCLYSTYRENE
I) Imports (in tons):
970 LT 197
1270 1420 1300
IT) Prinecipal acplications:
a) Ganeral vse Toys, trayas, glasses (iniection).
b) High Impact Sheete lor refrigerator linings, :lasses,

saucers, ete. (hy extrusion/vacuum forming)
toys.

Prospects for future developmant are largely dependent on
the petrochtenical comylex to be insialled in Bahfa Blanca (Argen-
tina) which, sup, lying us wilth Tthylene, would nllow us to achieve
our aim of local predaction,

The possibility of locating under-sea oil in the Uruguayan
continental shelf also generntes yreat hopea, The investipgations
carried out by internsticnal specialists appear to coanfirm the
exigtence, but there has been no ctficial auihoriced statement

ags yct to thia efferet,

The objeet of our purticipation in the IV Training Programme
in Plastics Technology is «. suiain the gre. .28t possible infor-
mation as regards pracitieal work, testing and control technigues,
both in synthesis and _rocessing of jlastics,

The exverience to be :ained, as well az the contacts to bhe
made with menufacturers of resins and equiyment,are considered
o? fundamental importance for the local production plens which

it is hoged to ut into effect in tne near future,
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