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The Tenzanian pl.astics irdusiry smployes some 600 people on
direct processing, Those 1naustries, thaugh ot large by many standerds,
- play & viry important role .o the gcanivay and lovelopment of Tanzania,

-~ oo Lurrent consumelian Lo approx: amledy 4,000 tons of PVC, 2000
tonspolyathylane and 200 tnons npalyetyi-ac, Flexwitie polyurethane foam
for matiresses and cushions, Rigid polyurathane for chair shells are
@lso processad, Qutput figures of ‘hase mataciaols can only be sstimated
at 25 tons floxibie polyursthane aad i tons vigid pulyurethane,

PVC is Ly Par the most important mater.al of which mors than
SO% of the total tonnage being utilized for water pipss, both pressure
and none preesure classce. Present cize limit is 225mm. This will
shortly be increased to 40Umm and an increass in capaoity of 2,000 tons

per ysar,

PYC i= Followsd by Polyethylene both high density ard low
dengity. High Density coneumption is 900 tons per ysar with 700 tons
being utilized in the manufsucture of vater pipes. The belance of high l
density and low denisty is used mainly for packaging in the form of
Film and bottles.

Polystyrene is mainly uead for packaging of pharmecutiocals
and foed products,

The main eim of the plastics indéstry is to improve snd develop
Tenenia. The axpansion programme in hand aro 2imod to neet the
requirements of the country, in particulur the supply of fresh water end
irrigation systems, To olva some idez of the rate of expanaion in this
field the output of Pi,. 25 since 1968 have increasod as follows:

MBVC PIPES

1968 S00 tons 1977 2,00 tons 1974 4,200 tons
HOBE PIPES
1968 .80 tons 1972 650 tone  197% 800 tone
The increased output has been aghi:ved by the instailation 14 .

nes squipment and by the introduction of new mathods and existing equipment,
Prior to 1971 only grenvlated upvC could be uaed., Since this time
Gompoundding equipment anc multi oxtrudere have bean installed to enable

the wse of dry blends, This hus croatsd savings for both Tenzanie and

the industry pius an increacs in technical know how,

The field of low Qensity pulysthylans nas expanded from 480
tans in 1968 to 1,100 tone in 1972 and by 1974 should have reached 1,500
tone, The incresse is mainly due to the increazed usage of L,D.P.E,
film for sgricultursl and building uses., Tha packaging of fertilizers
being one product which is in develnpment plus increasing the present lay
Plat filem width From 3.5 weters Lo 5.2 malers For both agricultursl and
building purposes.




IL sihedie be nnfo. Lhat 4 geant desl o0 whal nas bean aghievad
has teen with the assidan. . of WISO g LY pervonnel, Thelc assistance
in the flelds o technical 28..ntanca, werkol ccesarch famsability studies
and training programmg, biotn ilocally ang averses., has been of great
assistenge and a giwnt vesl of time has heen saved due to Lhe effarts of
pereonnel tfrom these of f Lees,

Rt presant UNIDU are working on a plan tu rationalise the plastics
industry in Tanzenia. This be being cerriod out by personnsl from Indcentre.
Much of the ground work has bheea carriad out, but due to the rather

complexx problems and offects upon ather dndustries this will still take
some time,

Much of the present tooling used in Tanzanie -~ dies and moulde
has been manufactured lLocaily, only the larger and more complex moulds
ars purchasad from overseas, Efforts are at present being made to improve
the oapacity in both output and dimension,

Companiss in Tanaenia end their proouct lings:

1. Tegry Plastics: Extrusion of pipes, film, shest, blow
moulaing of hottles

2. Simba Plastices Injection moulding, extrusion of pipes,
. Pilm and sheets, blow moulding bottles

3. Amboni " t Injscticn moulding of crates
4. Naticnel " t Injection moulding, blow moulding

5. Tanzania "

Industrice 1 Injection moulding of plasticised PVC
polyurethans (mainly foctwess injeotien

moulding)
6., Tanzania Shoe
Coe Ltd. t Injeotion moulding - footwsar
7. Tanfoam $ Flexihle polyurethane

8. Banco Produscts: Flexible polyursthane
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