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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org
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INTODUCTIO!N

In Nicaragun, coamon salt is mainly used for the seasoning of food, refined

salt being employed in urban areas.

ost of the éalt éonvtﬁhéci “by the bublic does not contain iodine since

Nicaragua has no legal conirols or regulations regarding the acceptance of salt
for human consumption. Ninety-five per cent of the salt consumed by “the food

industry is imported refined salt.
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General situatiosn

IPfor apparent overall consumption, Nicaragua occuvies third place in Cantral
America. However, for per capit2a consumption it holds first place (11.67 kg),
since the diet is high in meat content and a considercble amount of salt is used

for seagoning. The rural sector accounts for most of the consumplion.

Generally speaking, the main characteristics of Nicaragua's salt industry
are: high per capita consumption, production controlled by wholesalers and a small
amount of foreign trade. Under the agreements for economic integration, trade

vetween tne Central American countries in common and refined salt is unrestricted.

The prices for cummon salt in Nicaragua are "50 and ;77 per metric ton at the
»
distributor and retailer levels, respectively, which shows the high marketing mar-
gins for this product. '

It must be borne in mind that less reputable traders dampen the salt to raise
profits. It must also be considered that the wholeralers have already secured a
high margin of profit from the manufacturer who rents or owns the salt works.

Production

In actual fact, salt production in Nicaragua is designed almost entirely to
gserve domestic conaumption needs, and only very small quantities are exported to

other Central American countries. .

Nicaragua produces 95 per cent pure common salt and also refined salt, although
production of the latter is on a very small scale and shows a marked tendency to
diminish, owing to competition from better-quality imports of refined salt.

Selt Was. ,na't us,ed,cnf’a' large scale ’nduatrially unfil the soda ami chlorine ‘

t i.n tne qmﬁi kies a.:;ﬁ af the quan%y requirsd. for tha ahove«-mantiamd
- “However steps are now being taken to set up some sali-producing installa-
tions exclusively for the purpose of producing the salt needed to satisfy this

demand, "
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341t manufacturing in Nicaragua is based ou sutmoded traditional methods and

carried out in rudiment .ry conditions. Production is low, and since modern preci-

pitation techniques are not eaployed, nnd end product of very low quality ics
obtained at very high cost.

The average cost of theo salt produced is 130 per matric ton, which is the third
highest in Central America, wiere the cost ranges from .50 to 322 per metric ton.

Nicaragua has fifty-one salt plants in operation, of which forty-six use the
solar evaporation process and five employ the boiling method. All these plants
are situated in the Pacific Coast urea in the Dopartaents of Leén and Manogua, with

s only a small number in the rest of the country. They provide employment for over

500 persons. o
. Production in
Department Bo. of salt plants Por ceny metric tons

Ledn | o1 | 60.8 16,593
- Managua E 6 A Ay 1,474
Others — | 4 o R % 912

51 100.0 19,039 .

Salt production in Kicaragua is the third highest in Central America.
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Ia addition to the demnd.a of the soda and chlorine plant, Nicarague also has
%o'satxafy éammds’for 8alt for human waamamien.

An natiam& mner, tha

al i a view to rmﬁarin{r eamﬁt ‘shortages of pri
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- should be mentioned, however, that in some countries, such

integration. It

as Guatemala, froedom of
of protecting the

the salt trade is harspared hy restrictions imposed on the Dratext
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local salt producers. Salt circulates reasonuoly freely, however, in Hondurag

- I1 Salvador and Nicaragua - Costa ilice.

As far as the situation specifically rertaining to local producers ig con—~
corned, there is no information avilatle on any current plans to incrcase pro-
duction and improve quality. It is agroed, however, that it would be advisable
to form co~operatives, in view of the obvious benefits rosult ing from such a COurse,
and to improve manufacturing techniques to meet the orowing demand for high-quality
salt in the country.

It is folt that mechanization of operations would be eccnomicilly advisable
only at f)rcduction levels of 35,000 metric tons per yeoar and ovear.

Managua, 22 July 1969.







