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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
CONTACT

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION
Vienna International Centre, P.O. Box 300, 1400 Vienna, Austria

Tel: (+43-1) 26026-0 * www.unido.org * unido@unido.org


mailto:publications@unido.org
http://www.unido.org/

We regret that some of the pages in the microfiche
copy ~f this report may not be up to the proper
leginility standards, even though the best possible
copy was used for preparing the master fiche.




102973

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

Distr.
GENERAL

1D/B/13
11 April 1967

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

INDUSTRIAL DEVETIOPMENT BOARD
First session

New York, 10-28 April 1967

TEXT OF MESSAGE BY SECRZTARY-GENERAL, U THANT,

0 |

FIRST STSSION OF INDUS"‘RIAL DEVELOPMENT BOARD b

10 April 1967

The first meeting of the Industrial Development Board marks an important
milestone in the development work of the United Netions. I deeply regret that
the pressures of office have made it hecessary 1°>r me to be away from Headquarters

at this particular time and thereby prevented me from attending personally the

opening of this important session.

Industrial Development Organization as a major addition to the spectrum of
international organs and prograrmes in the economic and social field will give
& new and pragmatic dimensicn to the United Nations development efforts.

The renewed emphasis on industrialization is a further expression of the

concern of the international community with closing, or at least tridging, the 1

"development gap”. Industrialization is not an aim in itself.

primarily of the development of the human potential which has
dormant in the less developed areas. Extending the prodigious

opened up by the Industrial Revolution to those two thirds of the world populatior :
who have not participated so far in the mounting prosperity of the more )
industrialized areas will also make u major contribution to improved conditions of

politicul and economic equilibrium throughout the world.

67-07819

I wish, however, to express on this occasion i
Iy conviction that the establishment by the General Assembly of the United Nations '

n instrument, and an essential one, for spearheading economic growth. It should
provide a basis for a balanced development of all economic activities,
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fhe crestion at this stee o f o contral ruchinery tv deal with industrial

qevelopment retlects oot nly o denire tor broadenim: the seope of the United

Nations work in this tield, but als: a larger prececupation with the practical

problemg ~f development. Tt 15 particularly crutitying that, at a time when

major donors of foreiyn aid programmes are showing signs of weariness, direct
ac'.on in the field of industrial deve Ll pment is paining wide support. A

concrete example of the willin ness . f (he major industrial Powers to share the
responsibility for more effective action .n this field were the pledges made
over and sbove their regular contributions to UNDI' to finance the programme of

Special Industrial Services proposed at the twentieth session of the General

Assembly. Indeed, it takes u measure of enlightened foresight on the part of

the industrially advanced countries to be willin, to share their current resources

of technology and capital with o view to realizing the encrmous benefits that
the world as a whole would pein from upgrading ‘he productivity of two thirds of
mankind to levels compatible with the immediete v ¢sibilities of our technolocy.
I am sure an atmosphere of optimism 4nd anticipation will pervade the
first meeting of the Industrial {evelopment Board. For those who have united
their efforts to give tungible expressicn to the universal desire for intensified
and coneentrated action in the field of industrial development, this will indeed
be s mest pratifying occasion., It should als. serve as an inspiration to further
efforts. While United Nations machinery can play an impcrtant n le when there is
willingness to co-operate in the usttainment cf common objectives, it would be
midleading to view it as a substitute for action by individual countries. Just
as the industrially advanced countries have special responsibilities because of
the magnitude of their resources and technolopy, the major effort to accelerate
industrialization must come from the deveioping nations themselves. In the last
unalysis, the extent to which existing and new opportunities for international
~o-operation will contribute to the common poels depends on the degree of
initiative, purposefulness and sustained interest shown by all member countries.
The time way be ripe now for a concentrated attack on the problems of
industrial development, undertaken as a cu-uperative efrort of industrialized
and industrializing countries. To lead this effort may be the most important
role of the Tndustrial Development Board. May [ express the hope that the crucial
needs of mankind in this area will be well served by the Poard. In extending my
weleome U 41l members of the tcurd, T wish to convey tc each one ¢f you my best

wishes tor tie success ol your {first session.









