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authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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iatpeguotion

Jranda lies in Dastern Africa astride the Bquat r just
east of the Continential Divide, The courtry's Hutlire is
almogt square and is contained hetween latitude 12 12' N and
1’ 29' S and longitude .?:‘9'1 3+' E and 153 A 3.  The country
is landlicked, the n:zarest coast Kilindini (..ombasa) beiny .over
800 miles away from the capital city Kampala., The total area
is 91,07¢ square miles, of which lo,364 square miles ies open

water.

Uganda's population is 9,548,847 (1969 census); over
804 of the population is rural and illiterate, The means of
production is meinly subsistence level, In general, the
greater part of the community is poor, The average per

oapita income is Uganda shillings 500/= (£ 25 sterling) per
shanum,

Uganda is rich in natural resources that have yet to be

exploited - forests, minerals, water, land and manpower.

this industry because >f ‘e lack of literature, However,
fron time immemorial, people in Uganda have been engaged in
some form of industry. This todk the f-mm of sto-ls, utensils,
weapons, canoes and the like, The industry used both wood and
iron. The tools used were >f very primitive forme Tae
speciality followed families, i.e, the trade was handed down
from father to so>n. Usually each village or area had its “wn
industry, although there was an exchange g>ing on between
villages. The articles were alas used as a form of "currency".

Present fituation

The fumiture and joinery industries could be viewed under
three broad headinga:
1. Industry in large towns: Kampala City, Jinja and Ybale
municipalities., These are either run by individuals emplnying

a few mer. (anything up t, ten pedsple, or companies formed by a




a few people seltins uosether, 'H bLe atle to »ut the financial

resources, exnedite and sanviecent together, THe®e ITOULS
have attzincd an international standard as they skrve =2
commanity with » #ond ineome and 1 sense of beruty an? quality,
The tosls and machines used range from hand to-ls, planing
machine s, mortisers and soce power t ~lg, us well as electric

driven 19)1ls,

2 Gmall towns: these are served by individuals with a
fair amcunt of skill in the trade, It is almnst alwayse done
on an individual btasis, They also employ a few men to help

with heavy work, ‘lechanical means are n»t widely used.

3. Rural areas: the industry ie centred around small trad-
ing centres and alonz the roads. These men are not employed
full time in this industry. They usually produce the furni-
ture as the need arises. Tley may alsoy run farms - again at

subgistence level.

It should be pointed 7ut that the furniture and Joinery
industries in Uranda nhave n.t been fully comsercialized,
There are for example, no furniture exports; instead Uganda
still importe furniture, The linistry of Works and the Prisons
Department are the orly two uddies producing 1 fair amount of

furniture for d-mestic use,

Large furniture >rganisations sell their products either
by private arranrement r iy tonder. rany of these, too, have
showraome away from the workshops where they display and sell
their procducts. The majority of the smaller producers, how-
ever, vprefer t> sell from their workshops in o~rder t- avaid

many ->verhead costs.

The Sources >f Raw  ateriais

The furniture and joinery irdustries utilise 2 hish rercen-
tage of iuported materials such s plywyd, veneer ard rlain

blockboards, particle roards, tubular steel, adhesives, wool
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glue, foam rubber cushions and foan, synthetic leathers,
furniture textiles (cloth), formica plastirs and springs,
nly to> mention a few. The following are lacally procduced
(1970)

Product Anount Value in million

Uganda Shillings

Sawn wood 70,000 m 27.0 Millions
Plywood (poor

quality 2,033,000 m 17.6 Millions
Particleboard

(poor quality) 157,170 m le4 Millions

Synthetic leather unknown
(poor quality)

The furniture and joinery industries race the problem of
exorbitant prices of imported materials mentioned above,

Uganda is very fortunate to have natural timber of high
qualitys, The following are some of the commonly used species:
elgon clive, mahogany, iroko, The Ministry of Agriculture and
Forestry has gone & long way in preserving natural forests and
introducing 'artificial’ forests especially for e»ft wood,

S stiong for Buture Development

1, Co-nperated effort by nanagers.

2. Loans for machinery,

3. Technical training for schonl leavers. There are already
9 technical schools offering introductory training in the
furniture and joinery industries,

4o Technical and financial assistance from rich developed
countries and the home governnents t> companies and individuals,

5e Improved quality to international standards of plywood, particle-
board and synthetic leather,

6. General economic improvement of the country to enable people
t> utilise high~quality furniture. (It has already been point-
ed out that the furniture and joinery industries have a limited

market).
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