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1. toric: gview

In Korea, during ancient times, fumiture was useg by the
nobility to show thejp authority and t» impress the People they
ruled with their dignity, as was done in other countries, The
common pecple, of Couree, were unable to aff-pd furniture,
therefore, fumiture building techniques were not widespread.

n the other hand, due to the common Peoples’ mode »f ljv-
ing and environment, with its limited space, only a minimum of
furniture was needed, 1In the average house, one would find a
low table for eating, (chaire being unnecessary since the floors
wore Beated with the original "radiant-heating" system, known
in Korea as “ondol® heating), a chest in whien clothes were
stored, a rice chest to keep the rice free of fungus and
Occasionally, a low oredensza for bosks and papers.

Fumiture design was riginally influenced by the Chinese
and by the altar fittings in the Buddhist temples.  Oradually
the design was modified and simplified until it reached the
treditional Korean shape and character,

e Sht Feriormance

By 1910, as Korea began tn open her doors toward western
civilisation, western designs became more prominent and new
techniques in fumiture construction were learned, However,
vestem-type fumiture was used primarily in schools, hospitals
and other geblic facilities, Whon:.a the fumnishings in private
hones remained virtually unchanged,

Pron 1910 until after the Korean War, the furmiture industry
Temained practically unchanged, with one exception when a modern
factory was established in 1940,  After the Korean War, rapid
Westernisation, in all areas, some °f which was very productive
and realistic, ocourred and a3 a result there was an increased
demand for westem-styled furniture,

Mary furniture factories, ranging from cottage-scale t>
medium-sized, were established. Because nf thies increased
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demand, design—wise, these neophyte-manufactupers only copied
without fiving consideration to tha function or human ensineer-
ine involved in furniture derign,

3. Present situation

With the advent of the military Government in 19¢1, a new
eray in all aspects of life, social, economical and educational,
came into bheing, As the G.N.P. rises, ths livelihood and
gocial systemn, in general, becomesg better and mope people are
sble to enjoy a fore comfortable 1life, Better housing ig

available and naturally, a better quality of furniture is de-
sired,

Howaver', the phenomenon »f kigh-income people requiring
de~luxe furniturg and low-incone Pedple being able to afford
only poosr quality fumitupe exists, therefore, furniture Com=
panies equipped with modern machinery and modepn techniques co-
exist with infant ones, Strangely enough, they are still com-

*

Petitive t» each sther in profit-making,

However, we believe the latter group will be defeated by
the former in competitiosn, Wality-made items, in any society
and Korea is no exception, usually win over poorly made ones,

4. x"f Qt
The Republic;of Korea has aboyut 95,700 sq.km. of land with

8 population of 35 million and the G.N.P. in 1971 was about
10 billion US Dollars,

However, thre purchasing powar ig 8till concentrated in the
large cities, because of the larpme &ap in the People's income
in the larg: cities and the small ang betweear, cities ang rural
areass  Furthermore, the traditional way of living remaing
unchanged among half of the Population, they still uge only a
few pieces of furniture, Iost >f the large furniture makers
are concentrated in the few large cities, where they fill the
role of manufacturers ang retailers, The furniture market is
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80 small in Korea, thot if they mass-produced items, they would
have diffisulty in selling then, Some minor retailers buy the
goods produced by srall manufacturers wio carloy only a few work-
ors, Considering the abtove menti ned conditions, we do not
expect a rapid expansion of the furniture market in the near
future.

5 fupniture industry
A) Wood species for furniture

1. Local woxd - zelkova, sak, elm, lime, maple, pine,
paulownia, walnut.

2. Imported v>>d -~ teak, ching chang, pradu, mei payen,
lauzn, other hardwooda,

B) Finish of furniture - lacquer (colour and natural), oi.

finish, cathew finish (colour and
natural)

C) Adhesives - Animal glue, urea resin, P.V.A., epoxy resin,
phenol reain,

D) Statistics

1. f of wond products rniture ea
(Unit - Million Won)

No, of Bsta~ No. of Brployees Product Value Value Value Change
Jear Dblishments  Workers remuneration Cost shipped produced :dded of invea-

R,

1968 2,736

1970 2,78

tory
41,489 3,172 294239 43,771 44,981 14,152 164
44,187 5,845 42,997 54,918 57,357 14,359 2,21}
45,230 6,187 52,692 69,7718 72,187  19,4K7 3,973
2. Qummary figure by type of ownership (Unit-ifillion Won)
(vond priducts and furniture)
No. of est- No., of Employees Production Valus  Grose Value

Qmership ablishment Vorkers renuseration gaet  shipped output added

Joint 8tock Co, 71 20,963 3,593 31,975 38,60 49,861 8,886
Other Curpora-

Individuals

8 158 27 253 355 31 197
1'929 24,1@ 3'16] 20' 4@) 3")'7‘,‘3 3’)|956 10'493




3. Summary figure by size of workers (Unit-iillisn ¥on)

(Wond products and furniture)

Size of Noe. nf line nf  BEmployecs troducts  Value Gross Value
workers estatlish- Workers remunera- cost chipped output added
ments tion
5=-9 1371 9257 923 44515 7,241 74251 2,736
10 - 19 467 6021 4579 3,229 5200 5,208 1,987
20 = 49 124 3528 447 24640 3,638 3,825 1,179
50 - 99 15 884 175 1,496 1,715 1,905 479
100-199 10 145" 239 1,060 1,642 1,667 606
200=-499 6 1795 282 1,224 1,919 2,010 802
500-up 13 22295 4,039 38,529 18,420 5),245 11,684
1. Summary indicator per establishment and worker
_ (Unit-Thou. nd Won) Furniture Only
Average per establishment Average per emplovee
Ko. of Cross Value Gross Value
Workers utput Added Inventory Remuneration Qutput Added
10 4,319 2,249 558 122 574 207
5. Bumber of establishments for furniture
Joipt Stock Co, Zther Corporations Individuals Total
8 1 776 785

All data derived from Ministry of Eeonomic Planning Board, Republic
of Korea,

6, Furniture industry prospects

All factors considered, the way of living, pecple's earnings,
purchasing power and lack of capital presertly put a curt on the
rapid growth »f the furmiture industry.

However, we d» feel we have a brirht fuiure, due .o the fact
that there are abund-rt labourers wh» are well trainod, skilled and
diligent and because f the rapid srowth of tre G,N,P., which will

be 24 Billion US Dallars after the fulfilment of the fyurth
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Economic Development Plan in the 19:0's, By that time,

it is estimated that tii. demand for househyld furniture
will be double,
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