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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
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INTRTUICTY O

Kenya ie situsted aetrice the SUAtOr bat envwa s o1y ate
that in the main {g n-t t-- ot and at ti,ee rap be i, The
Tean maximum temperature rances fr~ 00 t e entieprade irn

-~

the coastal areas and R ¢- 2 .2 in the up-country, Tho
rean naximum temperature in “Mairshi (capital) frar 1362 ¢4 19

) .
was 28,77, while the rean Mininun temperature wae 9,1 (entigrade,

Tre populati-n »f Kenya in 197" wae 11,592, The
populati-n increase is estimated to be ) per cent per annum,
The two larsest towne are Najirohi (Pop. 982, %) and *~mbasa
(vop. 277,7) Mther urban areas amount t- 337, ' " papula-
tion and the balance is in the rura! areas,

Industrial production in Kenya iu seal tesms rise by
13,27 in 1971, s rate f ar-wth well aheac sf both the 8,1
achievad in 197" and the prowth tareet for tw- sect rs in the
current development plan of 8.4, huring the perind 19:3 -
1977 the rate of gpwth ~f industrisl output has been PProx-
imately 12.7%.  ™e total growth in industrial erployment has
been sbrut £.2% and that < labsur productivity has been .55,

This is “ne of the very fast grwing forest-based indus-

tries despite the fact that sver 905 >f the sawn timber congum-
od in Kenya =yee t> the building and eonstruction sect-r, It
is estimated that 9 - 114 is absorbed in the furniture-making
industry., Plywosd i; mainly used in the furniture and building
industries,

The eery fast erwth in the fumiture-making industry has
been dus mainly to high levels of building activity ané because
of certain types of ~ffice furniture which used t- be imported
Are o'W panufactured domestioally, Fop instance, in 1)7" we had
five major firme making all types »f metal furniture and sver
ten firms specializine in the making ~f ~ffice furniture.




"he nquantity index ranufacturine production in Kenya

riveg the follawir- picture.
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TABLE 2 No, of industries and Nn, ~f employees,

m———. o — . o~ o

Year ’ Nay of Pirmg t No, »f emplvyns‘
1906 251 8,797
1967 276 7,475
1968 * 241 6,874
1949 249 : 7,229
1979 247 i 7,398
1971 287 z 8,599
|

- -

* Refers only to those firme that have resprnded to the annual Labour Enurmeration
Surveys,

#* The size of firms and employees exclude Kenya Government employees paid through
the computer,

Productivity by employee per >.num in the furniture-making
industry is rather low because o. the fact that many firms are cone
servative in their production methads (i.e. they tend t> use sbwe-
leto machines and methods) and the fact that the furniture making
industry is not very mechanized in approach. Thie could be attribute
ed to the fact that sver 757 »f furniture-makinz firms emnlsy less

than 57 employees. However, labour produetivity in this industry
hag nearly doubled in five years,




TABLE 3} anpower Productivity 19 -19
e e e e . e - -
QUTPUT I 196 L2190 ey b s
K"qql"' 2'732‘2 3'522'2 2"“"3‘3!-‘ ' ‘4'4”‘"") H ‘;'413'.:\; -j’ 1:‘0(2
|
No. of empl, 8,797 7,475 t£,8174 Tee2? 0 )% 5
: !
| |
Productivity - :
by employee ' ! !
per annum 3111.5 313.6 587,85 €21, f AN 1 5483,
Estirate

Availability of raw materials
‘ne of the nbjectives nf Kenys's forest prlicy is to ensure
that future wood requirements be met from domestic forests rather

than from ’impor'ts. To tliis end Kenya has several forest develop-
ment programmes geared to achieve this objextive in future,

In Kenya it is eetimated that the existing forests can sus-
tain a harvesting rate »f 18 million cu.ft. of timber per annum,
while the current rate is orly 8 million ou,ft. However, the
development of foreet-based industries (i.e. sawn timber, pulp
and paper, plywond, fibreboar? furniture and fixtures ete.) will
require harvesting rates by 198" of more than double the present
rates. It is theref-re planned to establish new s->ft wond frrest
covering an area sf 349,809 acres an? pulp forest coverinr an ares
of 49,470 acres. If these prosrammes materialize there is no

doubt that by 1987 Kenya will have sufficient forests t sustain
her forest based industries.

finber available for utilization
1. Forest land

Total land area in Xenya 219,768 sq, miles 17,
Trtal forest reserve 6,492 8q, miles 2,957

Total prsductive forest 1,547 sq. miles ".71}




2. Incigenur arber

Tatal v lune 3,72, Y CF |
T-tal ut lizatisn volune R PR ORI ) §
Less defacts 57

Trtal available volune 477, ", NN R

Present cut 3,73 CF.

Muture supply 135 years

3. Species

Podn 117,00,M)

Cedar 89,2m,mn
"usharagi 22,007,000

Canphor 12,773,

‘ueri 8, 2,000

Mther 154,970,n

TATAL AT TN )

e o o«

4. Bx tic snftw-rd
- plantation started about 19
- by 1971 approximately 257,7) acres »f plantations
main species (1) pine (4i) cypress
i tarset 357, acres

present exstic cut is approximntely § million CP.

5  Eaportg

The fumiture making indusiry in Kenya praduces mainly for
the 1lncal market for -bvioue reasons,
a. the nature of the finished praduct;

(1) it is delecate to traneport mnd (1i) the finished pri=
duct is als» bulky, thus it is re.atively cheaper to
transport tirber than furniture;

b, furniture is a demand-located product.

Nonatheless, Kenya's furniture industry exports considerable
amcunts to nei; hbouring cast African countries, notably Uganda,

Tanzania, Rwanda,Zambia and Somalia,
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Table 4 tntal exports >f furniture 19. -’ - 1271 A0
Year Exports  Transfers to Total exports Sales within Kenya
outside  Uganda and
T, Tanzania
Table 5 Exports of furniture 1971
, - !
(o of don T
1. Uganda | 11,597 79.°
2. Tanzania 1,939 13.2 |
3. Burundi 155 )
4. Zaire 3)
5. Bthiopia 38 ) ; :
6. Rwanda 320 ) : |
7. Seychelles 191 ) bo7.8
8. Somalia " 8) ; .
90 Zambia Q ) %
10, Malawi 10) t
11, Other 335 ) j
mthmmm ? a7 A
TOTAL 14,682 17,0
[, b i ot o SRS AR AR A

D AEIBRRY

In order to intensify the furmiture induatry in Kenya it will
be necessary to take the following measures:= _

1. Provide the nececsary technical assistance in order to achieve
the desired standard for export;

2, Introduoe technjoal schonls and colleges whioh should provide
qualiried technicians;

3. Increase the production of low-orst items preferably using the
Softwoods and hardwoods availatle in the countrys

4. Refuce as far as possible importation of timber for furniture;
S5¢ Bepand the existing furniture industries ani intrsduce others
by offering financial assistance:

6. Improve tho quality of manufactured iteums;

7. Modify the methods >f furniture assembly to facilitate transe
portation for export purposes;




a, Supvay anf i prove tre ~unlity ~f raw materials by ‘radin~
and scagonins i~ crder t- have the rdesired standard »f furniture;
7. Estatlish a qualit; cnipdl for expirted prducts,
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