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ÎNTP" TL'C"! ï? 

¿•nya i» situated a«tride the l^t T Ht  enny* .  ,h ltp 

that in the mam 1. rnttr.h.t  %nH ,t   ti.lW can  i*,^.. riie 

T,ttn îswtiw tenpewtur«  ran<?eg fPv. 2^ t      ->   ^       . ' 
the c met ml »reiß •md t •> <-• . 

MM Maximum temperature in Nairobi (capital)  fr. 

««s aft.-   , while the n«on -ninlswn, temperature wie O.T 

in the up-c mntrv.       *"?• 

">r   1 it':}   t •>  l'-r 
f onti»f!*nri#, 

Tfce population of Keny» in 19?'? me 1 \S*V -v,e 

P*»LUon inePiiit u ..ttnmttd t0 be J ^ c#nt ^ ^^ 

JN two lumt to*n« «** Nairobi (pop. J*,-,, ^ „^^ 

(pop. 2?%^ ).     .other urban area« amount to 33\   ^ popula- 
tion and th« balance i. tn th« rural »was. 

XnteatrUl pruneti«» i» «»„y, itl f»sl %9mit rmê by 

U.*'< in 19*1, t mt« of «jroifth K*U ^emfi sf hoih tht ft#1 » 

*#M«wd in 197-» mê the ¿^th tawpt for tm Nctn m the 

euff«»t #«v»iopa»nt pi«» ef 8.4'*     J>urtnf th« period 1903 - 

l$• *»*• »t« of *r-*th of i»Ä«trtai output hM been ^pro*. 

lastly I2,?t^   Th« tot»i KNirtfc i„ inêm%rt*l emplit has 

bwii «hont Ê.fl ani th»t   <f labour productivity has bean f .5I. 

?»jatttt|»»a»Jtln^ j ;duati^ 

Thi« is on« of the v«ry fast grming forest-haned indue- 

tri«« «tapit« the tot that over 90« rf the sWr. timber eontu». 

ed in Kenya ,*, to the huHdin* wd eonstrvction eeetor.      It 

i« ««ti«»»*«d that 9 - 1U i» absorb^ in th« furniture-«»*^ 
iftátütigr»      my*ood i, »»tftiy ttt#d ln ih% tumitem mú ^imtm 

industrie«. 

«* »#iy tot growth i» the famitut«.«*«»^ industry ha« 

b««» du« ^tolv to high levels of building activity and because 

of certain typ«« of offi©* facture which us«d to be imported 

«« no» «aimfaeturea do»«,tio*lly.     For instance, in Y)i- m h%0 

five mfrr tlm* »akin* «ll type« of metal furniture and over 

tan fir»» «p«eiaU8inç in the mékim of office furniture. 
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T>ie  quantity inrtex r-anufacturinf product i in in Kenya 

"ives the   fol] iwin-' picture. 

(19*9-1^) 
1,3,1,0 1  - 

CT^ 

r*S,CMFTT 1   11964     1965     19^ '  19^7      i|68     19S9     197"     1971      ¿chaw* 
I r97i - 
I 197^. 

25^ wood pro- 
ducts : 51.3      75...5     6I.1  •   D.4      74.7      l*\')    1">2.5   U2.6        9.9 

20 furniture   . 
and fix- 
tures in.P,     6<,7     64.2     'l.l     66.7     i'vi.o   112.5   15«. 4     4^.8 

TVBLE 2        No. of industries and No,  of employe©«. 

Year 

19^6 

1967 
1968 

19«9 
19fA 

1971 

No, of Firms 

25I 

276 

241 

249 
24? 

287 

No. of employees 

8,797 

7,4^5 

6,874 
7,220 

7,398 

8,599 

* Refers only to those firms that have responded to the annual labour Enumeration 
Surveys. 

** Wie eise of firras and employees exclude Kenya Government employees paid through 
the computer. 

Proittctivtty by employee per \11wm in the furai tu re-»%kijiít 

industry is rather low because o* the fact that many firms are con- 

servative In their production methods (i.e. they tend ti uoe obso- 

lete »achines and methods) and the fact that the furniture making 

industry is not very mechanized in approach.     This could be attribut- 

ed to the fact that over 75* of furniture-siakim? fims enroloy less 

than 5A- employees.     However,  labour productivity in this industry 
has nearly doubled in five years. 
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'ABLE  3 ^ann.iwor Productivity  19c,-19 

OUTPUT IN 

2,732.2 
¿2ÍI 
3,322.2 

19: rr 

2,^3. 
Üí-J     ! 

" . 4,4'''.) , 
ILL' 
4,44 . ? 

1JJÌ * 

4    1^.2 

No.  of empi. 8,797 7,4•5 MM 7,22^ -.37? -','>>>> 

Productivity 
lay employee 

1 
I 

per annum 31\5 313.6 5*0.5 621. í      1 
1 •^1.1 54B. •> 

Eetin'ate 

Ay&llability of raw materiali. 

One of the objectives of Kenya's f0Pe8t policy iB to ensure 

that future wood requirements be met from domestic forests rather 

than from imports.     To this end Kenya has several forest develop- 

«•a* pro^rawmee «eared to achieve this objective in future. 

Î» Reaya It is esti»ated that the existing forests can SUB- 

tela a harvesting rate of 16 million ou.ft. of timber par annum, 

while the current rate is only 8 million ou.ft.     However, the 

dtvelopawt of forest-based industries (i.e. sawn timber, pulp 

and p*per, plywood, fibrebaard furniture and fixtures etc.) will 

require harvesting rates by 19*0 of more than double the present 

rates.     It is therefore planned to establish new s^ft m-rf forest 

eowrift#? an area of 34i>,809 acres and pulp forest coverta? an are* 

of #,4*^0 sores.     If these pf^fraaines materialize there is no 

âottlrt that by 1980 Kenya will have sufficient forests to sustain 
her forest baa*« industries. 

Mpfor •yi^i« for utilisation 
1.   fßjmw* layd 

fotal land area in Kenya 

fötal forest reserve 

Total productive forest 

219,788 sq. miles      l^Jf, 

6,492 sq. miles     2.95* 

1,547 sq. miles     o.7i,J 
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Total v .luno 

T'tal ut   ligation volume 

Less defects 

Total  --wai labia volune 

Precent; cut 

Future supply 

y 
4" ,*"•?•, ^ CF 

3, "VT. 1 Cf. 

135 years 

3. Species 

Podo 

Cedar 

'hisharagi 

Camphor 

'ueri 

Other 

rYP\L 

117,0;^ ,000 

89,,>r>,ooo 

12, m ,^00 

154IíWI,'VV> 

4.     Ix tío softwood 
~^»,», **, - - T-'fiiiii •   m MU im» j li i 

• plant it i on trfcart ed about 19 vi 

- % 197"> approximately 250,íV>0 aeree of plantation© 
- main species (i) pin© (il) eypreei» 
- tawret 35%"^ acres 

- present exotic cut is approximately 5 million CP. 

fhe furniture meJtinff industry in Kenya proseen »ainly for 
the loo»! »arket fer  *bvioue reasons. 

a. the nature of the finished product 1 

(i) it is rteleeate to transport ano (ii) the finiane/é" pro- 

duct is also bulky, thus it is relatively cheaper to 

transport timber than furniture; 

b. furniture is a demand-located product. 

Nonetheless, Kenya's furniture  industry exports considerable 

ariounts to neighbouring ¿set African countries, notably Uganda, 

Tanzania,  Rwanda,Zambia and Somalia. 
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J.*b.l.«.A i^.ial„ex£ort^ ?f .furniture 19c ' -_JS>n 
Year   Exports      Tranafers to 

outside      Uganda and 
S.A. Tanzania 

'ital exporte Salea within Kenya 

Table j Expirts of furniture 1971 

Country if des- 
tination 

1. Uganda 

2. Tansania 

3. Burundi 

4* Sain 

% Ethiopia 

6« Rwanda 

?» Seychelles 
I* Somalia 

9. Zambia 

to, Milwi 

11» otte? 

torn 

Value 
E&S.'OOO 

11,^97 

1,939 

1>5 ) 

3 ) 
38 ) 

m ) 
m ) 
m) 
mi 
to} 

IB) 

14,682 

* t-ital 

79.3 
13,2 

7.8 

JOO.O 

Future »fossae*« 

la order U intantify tat funiBu»* mduatry i» &i^ it «u 
to« neoeeeery t© tate tte following •**««**,. 

i,     ornila the n.otEsary t«ito4«al assistance i» og^ %0 m^im* 
tat de« i red standard for export; 

Î.     Introduce te©»«i@al teh^u and eolle*ps «hi* saould pvortê» 
qualified technioianej 

Î.     beftami ti*e prMueti*« of lowest itami preferably usi«« ite 
•rf^wsta   and hardwo.d» avallane in the county 

4. Reduce as far at poeaible importation of timber for furniture} 

5. Bxpand the existing furniture industries ani introduce other* 
By offering financial assistance? 

6. Improve tho quality of manufactured itejs; 

7. Modify the methods -if furniture assembly to facilitate trans- 
portation for export purposes; 
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fl.      Survey «n*  i'.-priva the "nility ->f r»w n%teri»ls by  ••rw'tn.r 

«nr* goMnnirv i-,  Tt*f?«r t-  h%vt th# »icsirtt? Bt*n<i»r^  ">f furoilur»; 

5.      Ek»t%vu«h a cra»Ht/ c-ntrol f-T «xp^rt«* pr-*ducts. 

* 
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