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INTRODUCTIOW

The Reputlic cf Singap.ore though amall in s1ce (200 8
~iles in area) serves as a regional centre for the prcossin:

and shipnent >f wo>d products in South-East \sii,

“hilst possessing n> natural resources of great cow.mercial
value, Singapore is fortunate t~ be in the wmidet of a rich
timber producing belt,

With efficient infrastructures like public utilities,
transportation, telecommunication services, commercial facil-
ities including banking and a hish level of general education
and health among its workers, Singapore hac attracted long-
term investments hy foreign enterprises.

Coupled with industrial peace and political stability,
it has created a proper clinmate for great economic growth,

It is thevefore no accident that in Singapore today the
furniture and joinery industries, though not considered great
auong munerous other industries, flourish at a pace much to the
encouragerent of those who are directly or indirectly connepted
with them, and to the sustained welfare of the young nation,

Trade prospscte

Total 1970 production value on furniture and fixtures
alone increased by 337 sver the previous year, In 1360 the
total production value wus 3.8 million Singapore dollars. By
1970 it had reached 37.) million Singapore dnllars. Details
for sther years are shown in Table 1.

Rurniture Trade
Table 1
(#411i>n - Singapore dollars)

Purniture and 37.9 28.5 2l.7 12.8 13.9 3.8

Pixtures
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Lt tal of 19,90 persons or $.335 ~f the total work
forc: oot of a populatin Hf 2 rillim are ormeraged 1n the
furniture industry, . trade which traditi-nnlly catered
fr domestic reeds in the past has, sver the last decade,

nide sone hendw .y i t o export industry,

Oxports

Significant in-rbyads have been made into foreign mar-
kets and ai ong more popular items of export are knock-down
furniture, high-gloge T.V. cabinets and wooden toys. Tow-
ever, only 4 of tstal production is exported. Th2 rest

is absorved by local hotels, Jffices and apartszent houses.

Subgidiary industries

The demand frr sndern furniture has g. . en rise to come
plementary industries such as the manufacture >f synthetic
glues, wood-firisbes, fixtures and uphoistery materials, A
pubstantinl bulk of the last item mentioned and a giod number
of plastic or fibre-gliss carcases are also irrorted for ultre-

modern upholstery jols.

The manufacture of fancy veneers, plywood, laminated
boards, chip-boards, particle-boards fron wacte materials
and mouldings « continues t> be anong the fore-front produc-

erg of incdustrial products,

Impotus:  building industry
The current vigsrus building industry absorbs the bulk

of loocally-made plywood umed in formworking.
High-rise buildirgs, apartnent houses and hotels, completed
and those under comstructi n, for a commdon sight in Singapore

1 day.

Aeas n for demand

The btuilding tread ¢ mtinues. Tre resultant affect is a




need for more 0olrers cnd builcine earronters Vtlrerhog
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wopetus is aled mivern 1 the furriture industry 1o a4 ,eroqtor

denant for furniahin: risos,

The total cunstruction value for 107 wng 290 rillior

Singapore dollare -~ » »is o0 0 Y gap 1 G

vatails are 18 shown in Tahle ¢

Longtruction trade Tablas 0

(M121i0n - Singapore D>llaps)
e ey L8 1950 1900 1o

Building
Construction 29%4 21249 177.¢4 1y, 1éou? 4142
Industry

Larce moderr factorier numberine 2° and with an averngy
of 11J workers each, are engaged in round=the-clock production
to meet local and fureien 'rders.

?mfab;icated materiala

Among itaas of building materials for export are pre-~finishaed
and prefabricataed casenent wind . frames, d3-~rs, panels, lazinated
boards, chipboards, particl boards, blockboarcs ane flo.ring

materials such a: paving boards and parquet,

@xport sales t> Japan, Murope, U.5.A. and Bast Africa
are significant. Export t- Australia under wisd-stiped/
worked for the year 1971 was €,5 nillion Singap re dollars,
There is every possibility of “urther irirrases in the export
value of furniture and joinery from Singapore. Gome 29,70
persons are employeil in the construction industry. Mt of
this number 32,5 o5r roushly one-third are involved in building
Joinery.

Hore joimg tradeg

The constructaion f wasden hoxsg £.r industrial reeds hag

reached an unprecendentec level, while ~leagure-b.at ruiiding




~ives further teeti-ny to the brisk joinery industry.

Lioeal wnet foreisn coopanies such is Azerican warine irs

puilding luxury pleasurc=boats £or Aenandisr world tarkets,

Long tert policy

Lorg-tern planning has given rise t» 2 unigue educational
syater wnereby f-r the first tw: ycars in the secondary sch>-la
11l male pupila and 5. ot female punils 2re expsed to w od=
work, mgtalwork ind basic electricity in addition tc norral

schol subjects.

At the end I tue secHind yvear »f secondary educatior

3

(Grade 8), a pupil undergoes 1 national aptitu’'a test. Tce
gether with his cumulative workshop recorde e is advised

accordinely and, if found sultabia, is »ffered further instruc-
tion for the next tw-o years in sne »f the threc disciplinss i.e.

wnodw.rk, metalwork or electricity.

Further vocati-nal institute training

On completion »f general cducation irn the secondary schonl
(from 12 = 1) years »f age - ‘'rade 7 -~ 17) those wh> 81 wish
can join three »f the & axis'ine vocational ingtitutes wnere
trande courses in furnitgre producticn and buildiag carventry,

aq well ag artisan crurses ire ffered,

Practical btuildinge carpentry courcea ~f £ wontns' duration
are planned for those who have corpleted mly tw)y years »f sece
nndary educatione d.wever, for th.se f this group wh> wien to
follow a r»ne=year course in furniture productior the trining ie

spread out to diuble the duration,

Mverage pupils with only primary aschyl education can join
speciil pre-vocationil class2s organized by the Adult Bducation
Board. “n coopletion after two years such pupils are permitted
to f1lw artisan Ccourees. an average [ 1o) students per year

toxe up duiidin- earpertr-, 111 mraduntes find ready employment,
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The art -f uphalstery shoauld also be taken up 1 0 com-

pire.entary aspect to the furniture and joinery industries.

Practicil working with slastic and fibre~slass materials
in furniture construction is an avenue well wo:rth losking into,
In thie particular are-= there is roorm for advancement, provided

proper training is offered.

The training of wmanagerial personnel is of no less impor-
tance, Suitable persong could be attached for on-the-job
training .ith wondworking companies or firms which are leaders

in furniture and joinery trades.

Puture prospecis

The prospects look gond for the furniture and joinery
industries in Singapore due, not only to its strategic position
as an international oO®ogs-road but also t: the fact that it is in
the midst of a timber-rich reg.on,

With more sophisticated machinery and expertise to be
gained from experience over the ye-rs, Singapore enjoye a dec-
isive advaniage for i continuing expansion and upgrading of

woodworking in the Republic,

Singapore will continue to be 1 great regional centre for

processing and shipment >f wo>d products in South-Bast Asia,









