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INTRODUCTION 

The HepubUc of Simrap.-re  th^h  8rnll   ln :U;e   ^ ^ 

-.ilea in area)  serves as a regional  centre  for the rr <c\ 

and shipment   of >ro;d products  in South-Eaet  Asia. 
'0088111(7 

Whilst possessing no natural  resources  of ffreat  comercial 
value, Singapore is fortunate to be in the midst of a rich 
timber producing belt. 

With efficient infrastructures like public utilities, 

transportation,   telecommunication services,  commercial  facil- 

ities including banking and a hi^h level of general education 

and health among its workers, Singapore hat- attracted long- 
term investments by foreign enterprises. 

Coupled with industrial peace and political stability, 

it has created a proper olinate for great economic growth. 

It is theiefore no accident that in Singapore today the 

furniture and joinery industries, though not considered great 

anong numerous other industries, flourish at a pace much to the 

encouragement of those who are directly or indirectly connected 

with then-,, and to the sustained welfare of the young nation. 

Trade prospecta 

Total 1970 production value on furniture and fixtures 

alone increased by 33?, over the previous year.      In 1?60 the 

total production value was 3.8 millior. Singapore dollars.     By 

WO it had reached 37.) million Singapore dollars.     Detaile 
for other year» are shown in Table 1. 

forniture Trade 

furniture and 
Fixtures 

Table 1 

(itUUon - Singapore dollars) 

¿212    mi     1268      1262 1966     I960 

37.9     28.5     21.7     12.8 13.9       3.8 



,'t t tal of l^, V^ perirne :r 3. 33 ¿ "f the t vtal WT¡: 

f'-rcj :'.t if a p j pu i at i --r. )f ¿ Till i >r: ire oni'iged ir. tre 

furniture industry. •'.. trade which traditionally catered 

for d~>:v¡RtÍG r.oedr, ir. tho past haß, ¿ver lio last decade, 

TI id e  so^e   headw-y  ir.   to   export   industry. 

Sxp>rts 

Significant  in-roads have been f.ade   into foreign mar- 

kets and ai. ong more popular items  if export   aro knock-down 

furniture,  high-glosF T,V,   cabintts and wooden t rys.      'low- 

ever,   only 4.;' Jf total  production is exported.      The rest 

is absorbed  by local hotels,  offices and apartment houses. 

Subsidiary industries 

The demand for modern furniture haa g; /en rise to com- 

plementary  induatries such as the manufacture  of synthetic 

glues, wood-finishes,  fixtures and upholstery materials.      A 

subetantial   bulk of the  la^t item mentioned and. a good number 

of plastic or fibre-glass carcases are also imported for ultra- 

modern upholstery jobs. 

Tho manufacture of fancy veneere,  plywood,  laminated 

boards,  chip-boards, partiola-boards frj.r wat-te materials 

and mouldings - continues  t ;> be among the  fore-front produc- 

ers of industrial products. 

Impetus}      building industry 

The current vigorous building? industry absorbs the bulk 

of locally-made plywood  used  in formworking;. 

High-rise buildings,  apartment houses and hotels, completed 

and those under construct i >n, for.:, a common eight in Singapore 

t *iay. 

Reas -v. for demand 

The building trend  continue».      The  resultant affect   is a 



need   f^rmjiv   j/it.ar;  -.nd   but 1 r'i>v mrrontort;.       A  r\.vh^- 

impetus  is  aisi  divori   i •   the   iurr.iturv   indus t: 

de.nanr   for furmnhin ; arijos. 
•rv a ,-rvaVr 

TV ihe total  construction value f^r 1'.»,'" was ¿90 "-uiior. 
Sinfiporo dollars v. :     -.,-. , ** ovor   I t 

¿Jataiis are   is shown in Table   2 

Construction trade Tabla_£ 

(Million - Singapore D-ii Urn) 

W?     L*'.9.      iati«     19-:>i;      19U.     ]%2 
Building 
Construction       2?%4    212.9    177.'    1V.1    UÙ.J      41.) 
Industry 

Lar.»» modere factorise numbering 2"1 and with an avera£u 

of 110 workers each, are engaged in round-the-clock production 

to Di««t local and foreign   irders. 

Prefabricated materials 

Amonç itaias of building materiale for export  are pre-finiuhrtd 

and prefabricated  easement wir./I.a frimen,  do^rs, panoln,   laiainated 

boards, -shipboards, partid boardn, blockboans ?mn flo-.rin^ 

material» guch at  paving boards and parquet. 

Sxport  salos t:> Japan,   Europe, U.3,A.,   and East Africa 

are iignifioant.      ftcport  to Australia under wo-id-emped/ 

worked for the year 1971 «aa t.5 nil i i on Sin/rap: re dollar», 

there im every possibility of 'urther insmasee in the export 

value of furniture and joinery fro» Singapore,     none ?9fcv:>0 

penan« are employ«! in the construction industry.      Tut of 

tola number 32^ or rjujhly one-third are involved in building 

joinery. 

More .joinery trades 

The construction   -;f wooden  boxes Ï ,r  ir.duotr.ia!  needr, hau 

reached an unprccendented  level, while r• Icasurfj-b--at  building 



roi ve s  further  tef:ti--.~ny t .> tho brink  jjinery   industry'. 

Local   tnr4   f.irci^n  cxipanies  puch as American ¡¿arine  in 

¡ouildim: luxury pleasure—boat n  f-.r ^r-nanai.-.r world  ".-irks*s. 

Lonfi tai": pul icy 

L T.p-ter,".  planning has ¿riven rise  t- a unique educational 

ayate», wnerelo/  for the  first  two years  in the  secondary sen-""Is 

ill nule pupilo and   *> ' • "--f  fem il e pupils are 4xp >sed t.. w-od- 

work, mstalwork and basic  electricity in vid it ion to r^ntl 

senni  subjects. 

At   the and   >i tna bee >nd year of secondary education 

(Grade 8),  a pupil undergoes a national  aptitude  test.      To- 

gether with his cumulative workshop recorde ".-a  is advised 

accordingly and,  if found  euitafcja,  in offered  further instruc- 

tion for the next tw> years in one  of the three disciplines  i.e. 

woodwork, metalwork   >r electricity. 

Further yocatt anal institute training 

On completion   if inorai  «éducation ir. the secondary gcho:>l 

(from 12 -  1> y63.ru of a^e - '"rada   ? - 10) those wh) BI wish 

can join three   of the e »xiß*in*r vocational  institutes wnere 

trade courses   in furnitttx» production -y^ building carpentry, _ 

m veil ae artisan c;ursos are   iffered. 

Practical  building carpentry courses  ->f t  '«omths* duration 

are planned for tinge who have completed   mly tw i years of sec- 

ondary education.      U ¡wever,  f*r th ;se   if this ¿pnup who; wign to 

follow a -m«-year course  in furniture production the training ie 

spread out to d >ubl9 the duration. 

•rVerapa  pupils with  only primary school  educatisn can join 

special pre-vocitioTpsi  classas  organised by the Adult Sducati an 

Board.      -"M e T piati r.  after two yöirr suer pupila are permitted 

to f I i IV. artisan c>ur«jo,      in average    f It"1 students p#r year 

tait» up bui idim* Carpertry,       \1I   graduates find   ready enploymont, 

^mm 



has 

:>.. 

.•r.x    . .  v. 

('•M  T'. •"•.]   " . •   .-. •    • 

'•   •-••i !•  • :• v, .   ;   .. .-   c-i ' r 

l-b  •-'—^   ^  1   cK- .-.I   i:.f'.   uî. ,   r.,.!S   ...   _yi,.u.  t.i;11..li:u. 

course   in  f-'-dt:;-  rr^-ic-     :,   lrv;  ,,,..iTi  t ,r «.,,.«..,,,,.    ,f   ,,v 

acid-iic  Vif-    ..->ci.\i~ •"_   L-.ciCi.rvundr.       ,;.    r .-, •   :t   r.l(   :.r„jlu.od   1( 

ç:-%cmnt.ji;, ;->re vali   oo  crv.vitin/ ^-.o*. y.--;r  i.-,  :\.,-<IV, 

ihs  C-jns„ru"ti.n- ^inde   \dvin.i»y rjmr..-. tt.*»,,  with  r ruinent 

th#  ¿udiatty  c-.r.^r..cl   t»d   tne ^vcrn^nt   tr-.ini-j-: eHt..»bü*h- 

-V?thor «d"i.<jX7 ">v.v  * . *•» «ve«: (îH-.>Pe,)  T:iduntrieo 

AdV.íTTr Crvv.ttt*  ¿i  i •   J-,   prnce.v  if f .«Potior.       It «ill 

a^víoo  ;•*! -ill   tfvr:<»(» Lstt;»«« carti'níi 

tria*. Ir   t.ij ne^r í.íiur. 

¡^ ti V3)c'working  indue- 

A:;o%*j the   /-mü.ui-í' *vj  jHr.oiy weitere  its •• typ« which han 

•lot J-r-j  nj-y '."••«-.-.   l,*PwiJ.. < ¿¿.4nnl tmirin?.       T-OH« *.8n .y*in;í 

-•¡•H« wn wh«:« ir'PD cnlJ be of ,-r^t  assiaV-uio«  *rei- 

1»   *í^3«TTi   fu~ri*t¿f«   f rtPÍ,n 

2» Upholstiiy fip »)"i^rH fu tv iti'*-. 

3» Plastic un.) fitrs-st-ibt;  ^•.»•ni-t- ra 

4. MaßÄ^^nt   -»r p^—^.cl   in abituri tind jnrwry  inctuctrieo 

tìtth ths  t»cn<* -e.,*ir.-.  --*-./ fro~j wrtat  *.«• munirne  towirt  the 

ultrt-^ìod*:-:!   ,haî.i  *a r•-. ••"   ' ,r- n*w  v**¡ i?*-',">~d'*t<? fu.-T.ituns 

denizen:.       ?au;v> PO .¡ V  -.;i*i4  th-    ri*ut   -iptituóa  <r-ulâ  Lenaflt 

trtntenó **»ly# f r      ••-':.: a.;   -->n  ;-O...   i,   »^ot-jp^o cmtriei,. 



The  art    jf upholstery should  also bo   taken up  as  a  c^rr.- 

pie.ientary aspect to  the  furniture and   joinery  industries. 

Practical working with olastic and   fibre-t'lasn materials 

in furniture construction  is  an avenue well  wTth looking into. 

In this particular aro-a  there  ìB  non  for advanco:;ient,   provided 

proper training is  offered. 

The training of managerial personnel  is of no less  impor- 

tance.       Suitable parsons could be attached for on-the-job 

training -.<ith woodworking companies or firms which are  leaders 

in furniture and joinery trades. 

Future prospects 

The prospects look good for the furniture and joinery 

industries in Singapore due, not  only to its strategic position 

as an international orose-road but also t: the fact that it is in 

the midst of a timber-rich reg-'.on. 

With more sophisticated machinery and expertise to be 

gained from experience over the years, Singapore enjoys a dec- 

isive advantage for a continuing expansion and upgrading of 

woodworking in the Republic. 

Singapore will  continue to be -a great  regional centre for 

processing and shipment   3f wo>d products in South-Bast Asia. 
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