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I.  INTRODUCTI N

Costa Rica, sne of the republics of Central America, c-vers an
area of 57,97 square kilometers With a populatin of approximately
1,607,9 inhabitants.

Three volcanic renges of diff.rent altitudes cross the territory
of Costa Rica, endowing it with 3 variety of clinates in spite of its
tropical location, The wam lowlands of the Caribbean coast, with
their high reinfail, are excellent for banana and comoa erops, while
the conler highlands are mainly planted with coffee,

A large part of the total area of the country is eovered by
forests which represent important wood resources. Nevertheless,
beosuse of the rapid and irretional exploitation of forests complete
exhaustion of natural forest reserver may occur within the next 15
yeoare,

In order to avoid the disappearsnce of wood resources, several
Teforestation prograsmes have been eetablished using fast-giowing
commercial varieties which sould replace those species now being des-
troyed,

In Costa Rica forest products are manufactured in 207 sawmills
loocated all across the country; most of thea have inadequate equip-
ment and other physical facilities, and most »f their personnel are
not highly skilled techniocally: therefore productivity is 10w,
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a) Forest reserves

Almost 507 of the total territory of Costa Rica, which means
25,000 square kilometers, is covered by forests; nevertheless the
natural forest under exploitation does nnt exceed 5,300 square kilo-
metes (520,000 hectares),

k The main forest territories now being exploited are: Tortuguers,
| San Carlos, and Peninsula de "sa. Guanacastc province, formerly an
important wood producer, has notably diminished its reserves. The
region north-east »f the Talamanca range, perhaps tne country's biggest,
is almost inaccessible,
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I ali these ireas we find g mixeg forest, showing many
different srecies (mope than 157) mope of which 4re, as yet,
commercially unknown,

according to o repcert by th- Tivisiry of Agriculture, are those of
Rio Macho, Cabo Blanco ang Voledn Arenal, with 4 total area of approx-
imately 1,500 8quare hilometers,

At present a Project ig under study to establish two more natione
al foregt reserves, one near the city of Urecia, towards the slopes

of Pods Volcano, and the other within the Talamanca range, toward the
Panama border,

b) Commercial species

The following list shows the kirj o+ Woods most uged in the
furuiture ang Joodworking indugtries in Costa Rica,

Somnon name Fagily Speciee

Bélsam> Leguminosae Miroxilon Balsamum
Caoba Heliaceae Swietenig

Caobills i‘aliacese Guarea

Cedro amargo feliscena Crirala Mexicana
Cedro macho lieliaceae Carapaﬁuimmis
Cedro Pactfico Meliaceae Cedrela lexicana
Cenfzaro Leguminogae Pithecolobium saman
Cristébal Leguminogae Platymiscium pinnatup

-

It is important also to point out the kinds of woodsg mainly used by the
Wooderafts industry (souvenirs, toys, etc.)




Common name

Café
Ciprecillo
Cocabola
Jafl
Nazareno
Ronron

Familx

Coffea
Taxaceae
Leguninosae
Betulacene

Leguminoaae

Anacardiaceae

~ Jpecies

Coffea arabica
Pndocarpus
Dalbergia retusa
Alnus acuminata
Peltogyre purpurea

Astronium graveolens

The distribution of plants dedicated to furniture, woodwork and
related activities (upholstery, crafts, plywood production) follows
the distribution of population within the different provinces of the

eount ¥

The following table shows the number of such plants distributed
by provinces and by nusber of workers employed; only plante with five

or more workers have been taken into account,

Busber of factorjes

Exovince

SAN JOSE'

- ALAJUELA
CARTAGO
HEREDIA
QUANACASTE
TOTAL

55
18
15
23
-t

i

Yusber of workers

1278
132
148

The provinces of PUNTARENAS and LIMON are not included in the
table because their fumiture and woodworking plants have less than

five workers each.

Iv.

, FOR DEVELOP

The products of the “urniture and woodworking industry »f Costa

Rica are not very important among its exporte; the export of wood
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produsts within the 1247 - 1971 periad amsunted to approximately J.17

of the country's total cxports.

Neverthelesc, the future of tie furniture and w sdworking
induatries is very promisinz because of the ganeral boom in con-
gtruction together with the prozressive increase of per capita in-

come.,

The present deficiti of housing in Gosta Rica is about 140,300
units, and within the next ten years 250,07 new units will be needed.
This means that within this pericd, the_ demand for wood by the nation-~
al fumiture industry will greatly increase.

In recent years the production and congumption of plywood has
ghown 3 constant inorease; the use of plywood by the furniture in-
dustry ie very important, The presant export of plywood %o the nare
kets of Central America ies U.S. 3 2,500,000 a year. If forest reserves
continue to be exploited at the present rate, plywood production will
very soon be able to supply the rational market only.

At present some local production plants have started to export
furniture to Ceatral Anmerica and the United States.
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