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I 

INTRODUCTION 

Costa Rica,   one  of the republics  of Centrai nerica, 
area of 5~,9^) square kilometers with 
lf&\\av> inhabitants. 

rvers an 
a population of approximately 

Three volcanic ranges of different altitudes ero,, the territory 

of Cotta Rica, endowing it with a variety of cliaata. in spite of its 

tropical locati«»,      Th. «a« lowland« of the Caribbean coast, with 

thair hit* rainfall, a*. e*eell.nt foP banana and co*oa crops, while 
ti» cooler highland» ara œainly planted with coffee. 

A lar«« part of th» total area of the country is esvarad by 

fWMrtt which mmmmt important wood ra.ourc»..     Naverthale.», 

Imemm of th» mu and irrational »spioitation of forests eoapiat» 
«tartlt* of natuwl tern** re^rva. ^ «ecu* w4thin ta# ^ l$ 

I» irtir to avoâê th. êim9mmmm of wood rasou**»«» sev.ral 

raforaateticm proems*« ham baa« astabUehad using fast-gt owing 

comawrcial varietiee which Qmu replace those species now bain« dee- 
%tXMaMtJl • XVJVQ» 

la Casta Usa fon»** products are manufacturad in 20? aawailla 

Ideata« all aerosa th. eountiyf    »os* of the» have inadequate equip« 
aent and other physical faciliti»», an« mm% of tbiir p,«««^ ^ 

*»t highly attilla* tachmtcally,     tkarafora productivity i« low. 

IS. 

a) Forest reserves 

Alaost 5C^ ot the total tarrttoiy of Costa Riea, which Mans 

tSfOOC square kiloaeters, is coverta by forests;   ne/erthel»»» the 

»•tumi forest under »^loitatian does not »scaad 5,000 square kilo- 
••ta-s (500,000 hectares). 

The main forast territories now being exploited ares      Tortuguero, 

San Carlos, and Paninaula de Osa.      Ouanacaetc province, foraerly an 

important wood producer, has notably diminished its reserves.      The 

ration north-east of tha Talamanca range, perhaps tne country's biggest, 
is alaost inaccessible. 
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If. ali   these   -irea^ w« ri** 4" we Und a mixed   foroct    *^~. 

v     *-   'nan i^j  more   of whirh   ,*« 
commercially unknown. **'  M yet • 

diffej 

«. *-.. 0*3 Blanco - ^TL^ï^v-th08e of 

i«.».ly 1,530 square Kilo,„,er,. ' " ^ "" of «•»*»- 

Vmm* border. * Talamanoa range, toward the 

b) Commercial species 

The foli wing ligt shows the kir ^    * 

Bài sano 

Caoba 

Caobilia 

Cedro amargo 

Cedro macho 

Cedro Pacífico 
Cení2aro 

Criatdbal 

Leguminosa® 

i'teliaceae 

'-aliáceas 

Meliaoeae 

•'foliáceas 

Leguminosas 

Leguminosa© 

Speciaa 

Miroxilon Baiatami 

Swietenia 
Guarea 

Corsia Mexican* 

Campa .Guianensis 

Ctdrela Mexicana 

Pitheoolobiu» sanan 

Pl*ty»ieciun piimatu« 

It is iaportant ais0 to point out the kind« «,       , 

-i«t. industry (souvenirs, t£ 1 ) "^ "" % *" 
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Common nam £                                  Family opeciea 

Café 

Ciprecillo 

Cooobola 

Coffea 

Taxaceae 

Leguminosa« 

Coffea arabica 

Podocarpus 

Dalbergia retusa 
Jatll 

Nazareno 

Ronron 

3etulaceae 

Leguminosae 

Anaoardiaceae 

AlnuB acuminata 

Peltogyre purpurea 

Aetronium gravaolens 

III.     THE NATIONAL fUHHITURi ABB WOOBWORk'Tiin INgïSTHV 

Tte distribution of plants dedicated to furniture, woodwork and 

relatad activities (upholetary, crafts, plywood production) follows 

the distribution of population within the different provínose of the 
eouatry, 

fha following table tóQIW %im mmh%T of moh ptmia distributed 

by previne«« and by mmim* of workers ««ployed;    only plants with five 
or sort worlt»r« tumi been teten into account. 

Umimr of fector^q        mmbtr of worker« 

SA» JOSI» 

ALAJUELA 

aRTAOO 

GUANACASTE 

fom 

55 
18 

15 

1278 

132 

146 

192 

Ite provine« of PUNTAHEHAS and LIMOR ara not included in the 

table because tteir furniture and woodworking plants have leas   than 
f iva workers each. 

iv.   FEBsracTiyis y» mœiapmm 

The products of the Turniture and woodworking industry of Costa 

Rica are not vary iaportant aaon^ its exportB;    the export of wood 
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products within the 1;67 - 1971 period amounted to approximately 0.1¿ 

of the country's  total exports. 

Neverthelesc, the future of t to furniture and w sdworking 

industries is very promising because of the fantral "üOOIB in con- 

structiún together with the profreseive incidas« of }>«r capita in- 

come« 

The present deficit ef housing in Costa Rica in about  140,000 

unite, ma within the next ten year» 250,0» new unite will he needed. 

Ais «wans that within, this peri?«» .the.deatn* for wood hy the natie»- 

al furniture ¿aduttigr will treaty increase. 

In reseat year» the production and oonsusption of plywood fc» 

shown a oonatMit increase;    the uee of plywood hy the furniture in- 

dustry ie very important.     The prewnt export of plywood to the aar- 

kete of Central teertoa it U.S. t 2,500,000 a y*ar.     If forest renew« 

continue to he exploited at the present rate, plywood production will 

very soon he »hi« to supply the national »aritet only, 

M present oome local production planta have started to export 

forniture to Central toerica and the United Statte. 
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