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1 ,   fi   ii 

r    r\.d'        I'1-1 

,  r-.-.i  ' •• 

Th« vioint r.' "ml   'uni'   r    T.." • • •' 

-her lU'iûit   ^n-<'     '.tí.    h-  iur^-i. -I        Ti 

old <»etftV»li alt d  %     .1 r-    I.' "' ' 
>;y ti»*» oil  cOHpvni<- end O^v- tr.>'nt   ->- ¡v   • •    - 

From t.v H.T-   .. iwc •*! *v*.. t.-Uy  -J I  r,,     , ui,i.-   '—rial,    H-  il,    .Imn-r- , 

„-rwntorv ,«d fx-nilui-  indu.t. .„ »«.v.   -. o '     Irport  H.    7-.iU,d and „VM-I^ 1-.1 

LW hft* too» hir«d fro* wtrfibcu la* *r .\, ccwtrl -,  P¿< Jtm.  Iran an* Indi.-, 

^ wn  toohnicia«: •*- -till  „rruited ;v« ^^.   Th, on IndustrrT d«i.l 

^port teilt i5. in th.. fi,M ,     -U   « h««lv f- it- *,ff - -   ,. *. to lh,. 

protur«Miit ef furniture und allied p.-vd- *- t^o«*,» I-JC- I--- 

Btt**^ *   flrtu.« pro«***.   loOAi  cTAxwwc  *rt*d i.iporttit   w ^ 
«^0*5 type, of ti«*«,  yiy^o*. bloekbor,«,   -,,  ml  -verri «r*U  joi^ry work- 

**• wrw ** •* tc cut  tutor to .Uo oftd p:V.Wte juinory fc • building.    0*wg 

to tteir Uok of t««liiUoal kaoulods« *id «ut« Aor*^ c; dciU"-«. labour,   gome 

«**«* frilo* «id otl»r, k4 to ,«.* ,1oi«t-w*tir«* vlth mc«i«triaU*tr. fro* 

•Uir *** <H«ntri*o.    Only W*n *«d»nai**d ^ propri» «u>.rviSí* V ronton. 

«ê .»or»««.* »¿r«*»*. c«ü« tU* wo^ch«*. cap,- -Uh th- faction of 

iMtllU« tolMiy rnrt oth«r sup^r*  f,.cUtW, fo   th. oil  ir.durtry. 

Tfc* iaflus of *r*pov.r in tb* oil indu trv •« a*-«*« w*c , - «av« ri- 
,     .. ^  fv.—í-h*«*     Tirth rtvwt.'t'r f.nd. office Aimitur<- '-M 

-^i   +h.   I   . •  fLfiie-.     L«o-.l  wr-rkohr-pf» ^^^o  too bu^y wit*. 
ir,^©rläd in bulk m> u»»1! *»'•' J -!    m--••-•    " 
WiUin« Jtd^r-  nua oould h.rdly pey RU«rtion to t¡.l • -.irohl«.    How^ror,   by 

ih* w¿ MU. th, Midi«    oi»,ry indurar h*d . .caMi^ it., „«iti« 

^ to* th. in ti«i^, m toU^- i-»^^ «*«• ('«**-"• -• ^ th^ 
gt-iff* of ti»« oil QWOiiec ».-.d «wr»í*t   Ví««!«.^  *•"!'    *r      " * 

--    •      a.-.^wr   the difficulty of obt-.iniïw; i«*-fr ti* ana rväueeä to vn* e«t«ru.    H--.ï«v«r, tue a»'*j'"v' 
^              *,,*v—.-ir.-    tndiviüMí-1 buy«ra rMU«d ttotaiicl na f«r MjhoU^ry c«tiTi*^.    ï^* or-   tatin ^ 
a.<»v v.,«_ t,    .    iriDOri.«d,  ron«Cf«ucntAy. 

«•oil> •»••rlalr. of th ir or. cuoio« uhi eh h-** t-        »npor      , 
* .v    ,..UUH ..iiiyir h Vf  • - •-- «xt^nueMl.    Th* importare o* 

in nuffloiont i«u««'ity.    Kv»n tuiu-   ^ nu*   •      •-• 

lAtrvifU to r.G9t   •! ipuluter.  ron*r;-.ct  IììAI-- . 



>v   the Ministry  of pubHo Horkc,    Tht^ =peclftoatlTO8 „„,„,<„ „^.^ 

Standard« in rrenev"t.    fVu. + :..-•    ,„  • 
( •*"-•    rrU   —^ l» "ormr.1 use are teak-wood,  aeranti and Yang 
(-nomi aa red ,-ood) and spruct-    - «-oft  .-nmi T    ,   i 

m,   . pract  - "oft  !00d- Tea]- logs .aro import a from Burma 
** ^x«d:-  red „oodB /To, Malawi, and Singapore,  and acft-.ood fro, M 

monean entries.    Boeol   ,ood ic mostl, Uf;ed in thfl ^^ 4 #" 

J s seasoned in .'ilnr,   but   there ¿ire no nl-m-i- f^ • 
A.  t 

rc nc *UantG ior pressure preservation treat «wait 
o   .*,.    Other type, of ;  «r,  3Uch an raaho^   ^ 

imported by manufacturers direct fror„ Lebanon ror thelr OCT _  specifio 

Ita» ti^re m not avaUable o^toc, fron rny ^^ ^ „^ 

and Moch-oourd of virion: grades and thicks are imported fr« various European 

«d fer E»«,• countries.   Biock-board an,. Artide board (ohipboart) if also 

r^ufactured locMly, but production is Jus, enough t„ lh. manufacturer's „ 

w=d,.   Tho only decorativo ply,,„od is to* rly>,ood (5 „,/m thiol•..).    Ionwlly 

HR ay. placed l. ,H, fw nuah .loors, „hlls for flooring grod. 20 ^ pl^ood 
is a^way* available locally. 

Various types of coaxial and decorativo uood mm» are ported for 

panelli Qnd furn turc induttry.    Two „orkshops ara e^* with maohlnery to 

splice veneers ** .lue « to board,.    Plagio listes are ir«pert,d.    However 

there are report, that a platio-iminat* factory is to be •* up in Kuwait. 

Plush .ioor«,  solid core or seai-.olid,  have bean «tantali«* and are   M <_ 

WW       - however, good reality foÄ rubber is »till being import.*. 

There being no „striction on import,, Ku.ait market i, opon to any exporter 

from any part of th« ,orld exo.pt from ,„urces banned by tho l8r,.el boycott office. 

Conse^uenUy, locaUy available materials vary in ^ality and price.,    «„alified 

interior «1-oorotors and designers are needed to propagate the use of new ma- 

KT..U..    Even today,  industry lack, désirer, ,;ìth pinati«» Mâ „,,,„, 

with the result that th, vide range of nev, materia i„ vogue in other countries 

are ,„t lying in th, she, oa« of local importer.   The public in genoral is 

»11 versed with modern decor and furnishing and ,:ould be only too pleased to 

ax«, thoir »„ir«•*. Kith •aHfied desiare and „cleome their propos*.. 

•-••-     the furniture industry has „ade progress, <t has not b.en str..alin.d 
and ,-,-uality furn ture is still being imported. 
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The local industry oompetos very keenly for V'.riouE: Government  and oil 

oompany tenders for furniture and furnishings.    Each yoar various Ministrici; 

vi?. Education,  Health,  Housing and De/cnce etc.,  it?3Ut. tender..? icy  tho supply 

of furniture of local or foreign manufacture.    Although local industry i a given 

protection to a certain extent,   it needs farther assi.at?.ncc;.    Thi;-  ny^tvm nan 

encouraged mass production of typical furniture and th<j reduction of production 

OOSt ti. 

The extreme climatic conditions pese problème.    Summer temperatures v'r. 

up to 4G°C with frequent dust storna; humid conditions also provali.    Gluee, 

le.fTUers and paints have to be stored in air—conditioned war«;-houBoe and importa 

regulated to keep pace with consumption in order to avoid longer «storage période. 

Furniture finish is of comparatively poor quality owing to dust particles sus- 

pended in the air.    It is practically impossible to have air-tight areas for finish 

finishing operrtions.   Moreover, something must be dono to encourage local 

labour to learn technical trades in order to overcome the r: V ; t..,/•> of skilled 

labour. 

Finally, there is a problem of marketing the manufactured goods.    The show 

rooms are being run directly by the manufacturers and the tendering is also 

direct.   There has been no agreement between the various manufacturers to 

manufacture selected items only, leaving other items to be manufactured by 

others.   Thus, each manufacturer is endeavouring to meet all customer retniiro» 

ment s under one roof.    This increase in costs and unhealthy competition results 

in comparatively poor workmanship. 

Industry is thus confronted with a oomplex of problems and needs a common 

platform to discuss the shortcomings with guidance from developed nations aad 

looal Government agencies. 



ANNEX 

Tho statistical figures have bean oompilêd through inform&tlon obtained from 

the Min stry of Commerce and Industry, Looal I i*l n  >  chouses,  importers <¿nd 

manufacturers, 

Number of joinery manufacturing firms 
Approved by Ministry of Publio Works 

Number of reputed established furniture manufacturers 

Number of firms manufacturing wooden preff.br i oat ed 
housing units 

Number of persons employed,  supervisors, techni- 
cians,  skilltid and »umi-skilled tradesmen 

Volume of Production Annually* 

Buildings and general purpose joinery 

Domestic, schools, hospital and allied forniture 

Prefabricated houses 

Sawn softwood 

Teakwood logs 

Redwoods, bccclwood and other timber § 

Commercial plywood 

Decorative teak 
Veneer- d plywood» 

Vaneéis* 

Partirlo boards 

Fibre boards 

Finished furniture all tyftts 

Finished joinery 

Hardware, fabrios, vinyl fosa, ote« 

Finished joinery 

Finished furniture 

Prefabricated houe«B 

n 
6 

3 

Approx. 2100 

Over KD« 5 million 

Over KD.2,75 million 
Approx. KD« 0,00 million 

76,000 m3 

22,000 n>3 

10,000 m3 

24 » 000 m3 

5,000 ra3 

57,000 m3 

3,000 m3 

3,000 »3 

Approx* K.D.    IX Million 

Alnost Nil 

I.D. 0,35 millions 

K.D. Approx« 40,000 

I.D. Approx. 150,000 

K.D. Approx.700,000 
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