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intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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he joinerv apd Tupni®oor indeete oo eomp o daty Yok st cardly st o
cpen Kuuait =torted ith che large=acal. capior Tiea, TAc efp o i crude The
old establiahicd gornorr slor o 00 B S P R AT N UL 44 demuids s
vy the oil companier ond Governnent wroacier Lot 0 cviped uepe L rmeilitie s

involving all types o 101neY ant "arp siapy el heid,

Prom tiae ®ert iing «nd even today wil the ceendaite nst srfjalo ror the joiner,
acrpentery ond furniture inducty . es hewe 1o v importod,  Ftilled and pemierkilled
labour has boen hired from neighbou ing arsh countrd e, Pakioten, Iran and Indiu,
and expert techaicianc ave still recruited Irom “Lrowd. The 031 Inductryts demand
support fecili-ise in the field o o1l a8 housing for ite stoff sove vise to the
pronurenent of furniture end allied produriz through lacal pesle. chennol .
Broouraged by futuie prospects, lookl entreprensurs ~capted importins in bulk
varions types of timber, plysood, bloekborod, =to, and severcl small joinery works
ghops vere gset up to out tiwber to size and producs joinery fo. building:. Owing
to their laok of technical knowledge and soute ghortoge ol skilled labour, gome
workshope friled and others hod to uweek joimteventures vith industrialists from
othar Arsb cowntries. Only when sechanized .nd properly supervis:d by coupeteni
and exparienced persennel, could theae vorkchops cope 'rith the production ef
wuilding toinery cpd other support fucilities fov the oil industry,

The influx of mempover in the oil jndu try ond Govarament agenc oo Zave visw
to & demand for furniture ond furniching, DBoth demestic and office Turaiture wa.
trported in bullk up uniil the luto fifties, baecl uorkshops wers too busy with
milding joimery snd oould nardly pey sttention to thiu problom, Howewer, by
the carly sigties the wmilding ‘oimery industry had oiablished its position
and took the in tiative in furni iwre industry sector (for domestie uce by the
affs of the il oompanies 8ad Jovernment genvics gtaff), The importe were thus
reduced t0 sore ewtent. However, the diffioculty of obtaining mater-als and

Zcdlled technici ng for uphalgtesy continucs, Marthernors, individusl buyers
@ecify materiale of th ir om choice which have to e imporied, conseouently.
delivery dates of the finished goods huve 1o e extonued, The importers of

uphol stery matericls are still hositant abeu sbooking a vide ringe of fabries
{freight brosic

in sufficient cuan’ ity, BEven toda momul efirers are obliges to #iv

retoriels to meet ¥ ipulutec comtract dater,




Ganeral speriflicatione for timber and allied products have been compiled
by the Ninistry of Public Works, Thege cpecifications contorm. to British
Jtendards in reneral,  The tlabeen in uermal uue aps teak=wood, meranti and Yang
(kmovm ag red vood) and Spruce iz soft wood, Teal logs are import d from Burna
and Theiland: red woods fron Malasia and Singepors, and scft=wood from east
Eurconean countrias, Beeel v00d is mostlr used in the furniture industry, Timber
ig seanoned ir ~1lne, but there are no plants Tor pressure prezervation treatmont
o timber. Other types of Cmber, auch as mehogany, ock, maple, pine, etec., rc
imported by manufacturers direct from Lebanon [or their owm use specific projects.
These timbers zre not available ex~stoc.. from rny importers in Kuwait. Plywood
and block=hoard of variou- grades and thickness are imported from various Buropean
and Far Bastern countries. Block=board and rerticle board (chipboard) is also
manufactured loenlly, but production ;g Jjusi enough for the ranufacturerts own
necds,  The only decorative plywood is teal plyvood (5 w/m thickness). Normally
MR grade plywood ig used for flush loors, while for flooring grade 20 m/m plywood
is a'ways avajlable locally.

Various types of commarsia’ and decorative wood veneers are imported for
panelling and furn’turc industry. Two workshops are equ'pped with machinery to
splice veneers and slue it to boords, Plastic laminates are import:d, However,
there are reports that a platiowlaninate frotory is to be set up in Kuwait,
Flush doors, solid core or semi~solid, have been standardized and are 1 . wf . ow
Sured ' houever, good muality fou: rubber ig still being imported.

There being no restriction on imports, Ku.ait market is oren to any exporter
from any part of the world except from =ources banned by the Ier=el boycott office.
Consequently, locally avaijlable materiale vary in quality and prices. Qualified
interior d:corators and designers are needed to propagate the use of new mae
ieriais. Bven today, industry lacks desimers with imagination and initiative,
with the result that the vide range of new material: in Vogue in other countries
are jist lying in the show cases of local importers., The public in general is
well versed with modern decor and furnishing and vould be only too pleased to

discuss their requirements with cualified desismers and welcome their proposals,
Tt the furniture industry has mede progress, “t has not been streamlined
and quality furniture is still being imported,
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The local industry competcs very keenly for various Government and oil
company tenders for furniture and furnishings. BEach year various Ministries
viz, Bducation, Health Housing and Deience ets., issue tonders ifor the supply
of furniturc of local or foreign manufacture. Although local industry is given
protection to a certain extent, it needs further assistance. Thic syntem has
encouraged mass production of typical furniture and the reduction of production
gosts.

The extreme climatic conditions pose problems, Summer temperatures ris:
wp to 46°C with frequent dust storms; humid conditions also prevail. Glues,
leuers and paints have to be stored in aire-conditioned ware~housce and imports
regulated 40 keep pace with consumption ia order to avoid longer storage periods.
Purniture finish is cf comperatively poor quality owing to dust particles sue-
pended in the air. Tt is practically impossible to have air-tight areas for finish
finishing operstions., Moreover, something must be donc to encourage local
labowr to learn technicel trades in order to overcome the shnitc e of skilled
labour,

Finally, there is a problem of marketing the manufactur>d goods, The show
rooms are being run directly by the manufaoturers and the tcndering is also
direct, There has been no agreement between the various manufacturcrs to
menufacture selected items only, leaving other items to be manufactured by
others, Thus, each manufacturer is endcavouring to mcet all cuctomer requiroe
ments under one roof. This incrcase in costs and unhcalthy competition results
in comparatively poor workmanship.

Industry is thus oconfronted with a complex of problems and necds a coruon
platform to discuss the shortcomings with guidance from developed nations asd
looal GQovermment sgencies,




ANNEX

The statistical figures heve beon compiled through information obtained from
the Min stry of Commerce and Industry, Looal I17l:u i +houses, importers «nd

manmufecturers,

Number of joinery manufacturing firms
Approved by Miniestry of Public Works

Rumber of reputed established furniture manufaocturers
Number of firme manufacturing wooden prefebricated

housing units

Number of persons umployed, supervisors, technie
cians, skilled and sumieskilled tradesmen

Volume

LASLY. s A ia £ : }r':
Buildi

general purpose joinery

nge and

Domestic, schools, hospital and allied furniture
Prefabricated houses e

Commerciel plywood

Pecorative toak
Venoer«d plywoods

Vaneers
Particle boards
Pibre bourds
Pinished furpiture all

~ Over 19,2,75 million
Approx, KD. 0,80 million

* ¥inished joinery e
Hardware, fabrios, vinyl foam, ete.

 KeDe 0,35 millions

Eﬁim ‘  joinery
Pinished furnitupe
Prefabricated housas

24

3

Over KD, 5 million

22,000 m3
10,000 m3
%;m m3

5,000 m3
51,000 m3
3,000 m}
3,000 m3
Approx. K.Ds

7 130 millien

- KD Approx. 150,000

K.D. Approx.T00,000









