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DISCLAIMER

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations
employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or
degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are
intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.

FAIR USE POLICY
Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes
without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and
referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to
UNIDO.
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Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications.
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' Speech of Mr, Des. O'Malley T.D}i Minigter for Justice o

It gives me great pleasure to offlclate at the openlng of the
Training’ Workshop 1n‘Industr1al Free Zones, I shoula llke to
‘begin by w1ah1ng our visitors from abroad a "Cead Mile Failte"
which is the traditlonal Irish greetlng meanlng "A Hundred Thousand
Welcomes".

The basic 1dea of thls UorkshOp is to reveal to the partlcipanta
what mlght be called the anatomy of a successful industrial. free
,zone. Many developing countries have;lndlcated thelr‘oonslderable»
1nterest in, ésfablishing such a zone to intensify expansion of their
.‘manufactured exports. We in Ireland. are making rapid strides in the
‘ 1process of new 1ndustr1a1 development and we are at" the same time
. preparing for the full challenge of free trade whlch we must face asm
members of the European Economic Commumty° Fbr several years'past
" our manufaotured goods have accounted for a grow1ng proportion of
total expcrts, and when we enter the EEC e expect to avail of. the .
 great1y increased mgrket to develop our export ‘potential still further.
* Shamnon Free.Airbori‘haa played and will continue to p1ay'a key .role
in growth ofvindustrial export which is 'so vital to the national .
ecohomy. -

The world's first Customa Free Airport has ev01Ved here in
Shannon from a rather humble orlgan in 1947 to the »hrivlng 1ndustrial
complex and cross~roads of global air traffic we see today Although
the Airport was already some years in Operatlon at that time it was
© the advent of the Customs Free Zone whlch prOV1ded the 1mpetus which
has since raised it to one of the flnest and. best equlpped 1nternational
air tennlnals. The 1ntroduct10n ‘of thé Customs F?ee Alrport Act lead
to oomplete exemption ‘from custom restrlctlons for all passengers and
‘goods as 1ong ‘a8 they remain within the free alrport area, It was also
to prOV1de an outstanding bonus in the shape of the alrport duty free
shop - the first in the world - which has become an 1nternat10na11y
renownéd magnet for the air traveller and has proved an invaluable

dollar earner for this country.
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A decade later the redutionary development in jet transport
posed a problem for Shanmnon in that direct long range services could
oPérate non-stop between North America and Continental Europe. The
Govarnmenﬁ responded to this challenge by embarking on a programme
designed to develop the commercial potential of Shannon to ensure its
expansion both as a major airport and as a source of indugtrial
employment. Hence the formation in 1959 of the Govermment spongored
Shannon Free Airport Develépment Company, one of whose earliest

activitiesws the congtruction of the Imdustrial Estate.

The success story of the Shannon Industrial Estate has not been
without its difficulties. The initial growth of business activities
was slow but received a welcome boost through gradual streamlining of
procedures. The foundation for successful expansion was also firmly
laid by the many valuable Stafe incentives degsigned to attract external

industrialists to establish projects in the Country.

The most important of these are freedom from taxes on'profitbexports,
provision of advance factory bays, available for purchase or leasing, and
generous cash grants towards cost of construction, plant, machinery and
training. The promotion of tourist traffic through Shannon was'a
further contributing factor towards the realisation of the full‘ﬁotentiai

of the area.

This workshop will, therefore, operate in an environment which has
all the ingredients for success and which should prove an iﬁspiration to
the participants. Shannon today is not only a thriving industrial
egtate with a work force in excess of 4,000 engaged in almost 50 companies
but is also a flourishihg community in its own right, a progressive
residential town rapidly becoming self sufficient in housing, social and
cultural amenities. May I express the hope that this will inspire all’
taking part in this training workshop to achieve similar success when they

return to their own countries.





