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INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION 

With the interpénétration of national economics and the development 
of international exchange of industrial and agricultural goods and services, 
international, standardization has become indispensable to world economy. 
The role of international standards is recognized today all over the world 
in both developed and developing countries.    Bearing this in mind we shall 
consider the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) whose main 
task is to promote the development of standards in the world with a view to 
facilitating international exchange of goods and services and to develop 
mutual co-operation in the spheres of intellectual, scientific, technological 
and economic activity. 

ISO exists officially since 1947.    Naturally, the scale of the organisa- 
tion and the volume of its work have grown considerably since then.    ISO has 
developed particularly quickly duriag the last three to four years, covering 
new fields of economy,  industry and agriculture.    Today ISO includes more 
than 140 Technical Committees, 330 Subcommittees and 600 Working Groups. 
Sixty-five countries take part in ISO activities (including 11 Correspondent 
Members).    Since its creation, ISO has prepared and published about 2000 
ISO Recommendations on standards.    It now publishes more than 300 ISO Recom- 
mendations per year. 

ISO activities cover   very different fields, ranging from agrioulture to 
nuolear energy and they are based on the democratic principio of participation 
of all interested countries and organizations and on large participation in 
discussions on documents in course of preparation.    ISO in its work takes into 
consideration the interests of producers as well as consumers, of developed 
as well as developing countriee.   A large number of scientists, qualified 
experts and standardizes from all over the world participate in the teohnical 
work of ISO.    They invest their knowledge and experience in ISO technical 
documents, thus acting for the benefit of all. 

We can say with confidsnee that putting ISO Recommandations into national 
practioe will help countries to meet modorn technical requirements and to 
obtain high quality of their products and goods.    Participation in ISO 
activities is an excellent opportunity to achieve mutual understanding among 
the different countries and organizations, as well as an education in 
acceptance of standard conceptions and putting them into practical use. 

The time now has come to publish International Standards instead of 
Recommendations.    Starting 1 January 1972, the technical agreements reached 
within ISO will therefore become available as International Standards. 
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r       2 v" 0n the Wr,y to further improvement and consolidation.     Reoently 
lour Technical Divisions grouping together related ISO Technical Committees 
wore established.    These Technical Divisions will asoesB the needs and 
requirements for International Standards to be developed, will co-ordinate 
ami advise on the programming,  planning and utilization of the work of the 
technical Committees, etc.    The first meetings of the Technical Divisions 
have shown the positive reoults of such a method of work, and additional 
divisions are being considered. 

w•An incrtì^in« irrest in standardisation is taken by Governments.    A 
large number of governmental international organisations are payin* irroat 
telTnT 1° f!?*1? pctivitiüs • *>th international and rogtoñfl^ls 
Regional standardization is practiced by groups of countries with ecJnZ 

towards international standardization.    A few examples of such groupin« 
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by the Authorities, «re given newt's *ta?d?pd» I»"*«*• «e supported 
In »any countries, 'the «cX^toS^^E."' °* •***«*. 
governmental institutions for common „!«Lf Î V    lloa° «"""»oration with 
1. the right moment for deveLpiTcoSr^\}T^U', »••"••. **• 
international st,„dards _„T ^T-V^T^^*» ** 

• %c£Zl X^^TZ•^* * «* of ISO 
take into consideration in i!î 1 .       f    M'   Xt " Possible to 
and retirements?«^AiïS.rtnl1«»«- «•» «— 

st,«e in the process^ ^^^^^a,. 
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- developing countries may submit to ISO for preparation as an 
Internat ional Standard: 

a) regional standards dealing with specific oxport products 
and goods of the region 

b) joint technical specifications on the products imported 
into this region from other countries, bearing in mind the 
climatic conditions,  raw materials, etc. 

- by taking advantage of the experience of international standardisa- 
tion, by attending plenary meetings of ISO Tochnical Committees and 
international standard forums,   it becomes easier to organise national 
standard services 

As to participation of developing countries in the international standard 
activities and assistance to these oountries from ISO, we can mention the 
following: 

A few year« ago a category of Correspondent Membership of ISO was 
created.    This Membership has been considered in the wider realm of technical 
assistance to developing countries and is intended to cater to the needs of 
countries at tha first stops of their industrial development which are in 
the stage of either planning or already organizing national standardisation 
movement.    The intention is to progressively acquaint them with standardisa- 
tion work so that when their national standardisation machinery is formally 
created and begins to funotion, they stand a good chance of doing so in a 
way whioh draws maximum advantage from the work already done in the inter- 
national field.    Eleven developing countries benefit now from this kind of 
ISO Membership. 

Correspondent Members reçoive all documentation about ISO, including 
both general information about meetings of Technical Committees, oopies of 
Draft Recommendations and Recommendations when published.    In addition a 
Correspondent Member has the right to register as on observer member of such 
Technionl Committees which may be of interest to the economy of the oountiy. 
The Observer Members of an ISO/TC may assist atTechnioal Committee meet in« 
and receive from the Central Secretariat all documents of a general, 
technical and informative nature.    A special ISO Developing Committee (DWCO) 
was organised in I96I in order to deal with developing countries« problems 
and needs in the area of standardisation.    A conference on standardisation 
for the developing countries was organised jointly by UMIDO and ISO in 
Moscow in 1967.    At the ISO Cenerai Assembly in Ankara in 1970, one of the 
main subjects for discussion was standardisation and developing oountries. 

Î ^^ of these activities a series of recommendations have been drawn 
up dealing with specific stops for helping countries to create and develop 
their National Standards Institutos.    The Governments of developing countries 
have been invited to present to the United Nations Specialised Agencies 
reasonable requests for experts in standardization, for financial assistance 
in order to obtain the training facilities, testing equipment, technioal 
documentation comprising standards and allied documents etc. 
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S0 »«aber Bodies hr.vo been .-.eked to provide on a bilateral bail» 

experts on standardiaction :ad testing facilities;    provide copio« of thft4. 

*    .InJ°
rdor t0 defi«G the needs of developing countries in the fi«• ^ 

•tandjrdization, a first draft of a questionnaire I subject ÍnídíL 
up and discussed.    The second draft is now being prepare! *'** 

^m^* Df C° Soerotf,*^t. which is with the ISO Central Secretariat    h*. 
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DEVCO has also established - li«+ nf TO* » 
developing countries should ^opï alili• iT^T^V^ "" 
help countries statin« Bt^d^i-! i .7 standards.    Such a liet would 
draw up a programme of^woíicf^îÏ *ctlvitica * « national level tT 
ISO RecommLdSione and foL*   ^i^'T^    " Cua,prÍ8C" tho *»* 
«tandardization in fì count• ' • 8üt requirod in bating national 

Bearing in mind that DEVCO serves -, »o«f„-i 
general questions, for study -id S^t^       *PUrpoM as n forun fo* 
action, the advantage of eit-iîf.M on' etc# '  but Canno* take any 
dually recognizor     nf ££? ^jicted »executive» body 2 
a proposal to create a standing SSutiv?SÎ?,°,/n 1S69 m°° *ut fo•** 
standardization in developing cou^triL     ï   ^ f°r the Pro"otion of 
proposal for the creation of^he^ ^din, ?° °•Cil endoP8od »*•. 
Promotion of Standardization in the^vM ^«J1***»« Bureau for the 
Proposal was accepted by UIODO ant£°P£lCott2fiM (DEVPR0

>-    ». 
The proposed functions of DEVPRO i„cS t>,   Î   Part"ipr.ting in DWPRO. 
consultation and close 1^.«^^^^!?-^«« « infomrtio», 
to assist the dev loping countries to dr w ufJl     • SP«ci^«°d &t^cui 

• or* up programmes and trainine cou»««. 
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Any interested government or organisation would bo fiven general advice 
on tht organisational •truoture, and assistance would bo provided for 
collecting itene for International Standards needed for the developing 
countries.    Ifaus ISO, together with other international organisations, hoc 
dosignod and implemented various means to assist the developing countries 
in this difficult area of technical activity called standardization.    But 
the fin.* success depends largely on the developing countries themselves, 
on their systematic and tedious work in thir  direction.    ISO will of course 
do its best in order to help those countries in reaohing a high level of 
development in standardisation, corresponding to the needs of the economies 
of these countrius. 






