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intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage
reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or
commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO.
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARDIZATION

With the interpenctration of national economics and the development
of international exchange of industrial and agricultural goods and servioes,
international standardization has become indispensable to world economy.
The role of international standards is recognized today all over the world
in both developed and developing countries. Bearing this in mind we shall
consider the Intcrnational Organization for Standardization (IS0) whose main
task is to promote the development of standards in the world with a view to
facilitating international exchange of goods and services and to develop
mutual co-operation in the spheres of intellectual, scientific, technologioal
and economic activity.

IS0 exists officially since 1947. Naturally, the scale of the organisa~
tion and the volume of its work have grown considerably since then. ISO has
developed particularly quickly duriag the last three to four years, covering
new fields of economy, industry and agriculture. Today ISO includes more
than 140 Technioal Committees, 330 Subcommittees and 600 Working Oroups.
Sixty-five countries take part in ISO activities (including 11 Correspondent
Members). Since ite creation, IS0 has prepared and published about 2000
ISO Recommendations on standards. It now publishes more than 300 ISO Reoom—
mendations per year.

I30 activities cover ' very different fields, ranging from agriculture to
nuclear energy and they are based on the demooratic prinoiplo of partioipation
of all interested countries and organizations and on large participation in
discussions on documents in course of preparation. ISO in its work takes into
consideration the interests of producers as well as consumers, of developed
as well as developing countrieg. A large number of scientists, qualified
experts and standardizers from all over the world participate in the technical
work of ISO, They invest their knowledge and experience in ISO technical
documents, thus acting for the benefit of all.

We can say with confidence that putting ISO Recommendations into national
praotice will help countries to meet modorn technical requirements and to
obtain high quality of their products and goods. Participation in IS0
aotivities is an excellent opportunity to aohieve mutual understanding among
the different countries and organizations, as well as an education in
aoceptance of standard conceptions and putting them into practioal use.

The time now has come to publish International Standards instead of
Recommendations. Starting 1 January 1972, the teohnical agreements reached
within IS0 will therefore beoome available as International Standards.
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IS0 is on the wry to further improvement and consolidation. Recently
four Techniczl Divisions grouping togeiher related ISO Technical Committees
wore established. These Technical Divisions will ascess the nceds and
requircments for Internationcl Stondards to be developed, will co~ordinate
and advise on the programming, planning and utilization of the work of the
Technicnl Committecs, etc. The first meetings of the Technical Divisions
heve shown the positive results of such a method of work, and additional
divisions are being considered, E

An increasing interest in stondardization is tckon by Govornments. A
large numbir of governmentol international organirzations arc paying grent
attention to standards nctivitics on both international and regional levels.
Regional standardization is practiced by groups of countries with common
economic problems and interests in world trade a8 an intermedinte step
towards internaticnal stond.rdizetion. A fow exomples of such groupings
are, Buropean Standards Co-ordin~ting Committoc (CEN); Commission on
Standardization of the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) of
the Sooinlist Countries, Asiun Stondnrds Advisory Committce (ASAC), Arnd
Organi. ation for Standsrdiz-~tion ~nd Metrology (ASMO), Moghreb Contre of
Industricl Research, Pan fmerican Standords Committce (COPANT). An important
role of the regionnl organiz~tions is to promotc the application of Inter-
national Standards and their implcmentotion in the countries of the region,
By harmonizing the n~tion~l st~nderds within - region, the countries of tho
region facilitate their mutu~l trade. On the other hnnd, any regional
standrrd should only be on intermedicte solution for the preparation of
truly Internationsl Strndards, '

With r.gard to governmental international orgenizations, they are
partioularly interested in ston'ards dealing with transportation, onvirone-
ment, scfety ond health. but algo in overall trade promotion by removal of
non-tariff barriers to tradc.

Standardiz-tion today is considered as an instrument in economical
developmont and it is linkcd with quality problems. 1In developed and
developing countries alike, the Notional Standords Institutes are supported
by the Authoritics, are €iven new premises, laboratorics and equipment.

In many countries, the Stondard Institute acts in close collaboration with
governmental institutions for common national bencfits. Therefore, this

is the right moment for developing countries to be involved actively in the
internctional strndards movement. One m.y ask -~ whot docs this mean?

- by active participation of developing countries in the work of ISO
Technicnl Committees ..nd Technical Divisions, it is possible to
toke into consideraticn in international standiordization the needs
and requirements of devcloping countries.

- developing countrics knowledgeable in quclity control can contribute
experier'xce they heve grined with their own products, ot an early
stoge in the process of drafting stondards affecting these products.
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= developing countries may submit to ISO for preparction as on
International Stondard: .

n) regionsl standords decling with specific oxport products
and goods of the region

b) joint technicnl specifications on the products imported
into this region from other countries, bearing in mind the
climatic conditions, r-w materials, oto.

= by toking advantage of the experience of internntionnl st~ndardisae-
tion, by attending plenary mecetings of ISO Tochnical Committees and
international standard forums, it becomes easier to organize national
standexrd services '

As to participation of developing countries in the international standard
activities and assistonce to these countries from IS0, we can mention the
following:

A few years ogo a c:.tegory of Correspondent Membership of ISO was
ocrected. This Memberslip has been considered in the wider realm of technical
assistance to developing countries and is intended to cater to the needs of
countries at tho first stops of their industricl development which are in
the stage of either plonning or alrecdy organizing nntional standardisation
movement. The intention is to progressively acquaint them with standardisza-
tion work so that when their nationnl staondardization machinery is formally
created and begins to function, they stond » goed chance of doing so in a
woy which draws maximum adventage from the work zlready done in the inter—
national field. Eleven developing countries benefit now from this kind of
IS0 Membership.

Correspondent Members reccive all documentation about 180, incliulinc
both general information about meetings of Techniccl Committecs, copies of
Draft Recommendations and Recommendations when published. In ndditicn o
Correspondent Member has the right to register as an observer member of such
Technicnl Committees which may be of interest to the economy of the country, .
The Observer Members of ~n ISO/TC may rssist atTechnical Committee meetings
and receive from the Central Secretariat all documents of n general,
techniccl and informative nature. A special ISO Doveloping Committee (pavco)
wes orgeniged in 1961 in order to deal with developing countries' problems
and needs in the crea of standardigction, A conforence on standardisation
for the developing countries was orgnnised Jointly by UNIDO and ISO in
Nosoow in 1967. At the ISO General Assembly in Ankara in 1970, one of the
main subjeots for discussion was standrrdisation and developing countries.

As 2 result of these activities a series of recommendations have been drawm
up dealing with specific steps for helping countries to crente and develop
their Nctional Staondords Institutes. The Governments of developing countries
have been invited to preseni to the United Nations Spocinlised Agencies
reasonable requests for experts in standardization, for financial assistance
in order tc obtain the training facilities, testing equipment, technical
dooumentation comprieing standards and allied doouments etc.
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ISO Mcmber Bodies hove been -gked to provide on o~ bilateral basis
cxperts on stondardization :nd testing focilities; provide copies of their
naticnel stondords and to help developing countrics in prodblems of documentp~
tivn, tromsletion, ete,

Since its creation DEVCO has made some important contributions for a
programme of .ssistance to devcloping countrics:

Ir order to define the necds of developing countries in the field of
stondordization; a firet draft of o questicnnaire on this sudbject was drawn
up and discussed. The sccond draft is now being prepared.

The DEVCO Secrctorist, which is with the ISO Centr~l Secretariat, has
carried out on enquiry intended to detemmine the sudbjects of internntional
standardization which ISO Member Bodies from developing countrics consider
should be given priority. Upon the first requcst six countries have
contributed informction, DEVCO rocently repented its request to remaining
Member Bodice -~nd Corrcspondent Membors in developing countrios to contribute
towards widening the scope of this cnquiry.

A draft on typicnl profilcs of experts in standardigation and typical
troining programme has been prepcred ond discussed. The documcnts nre now
being redrafted in order to toke into ~ccount the comments and results of
disoussions on thege popers,

DEVCO has 2180 estrblighed - list of IS0 Rocommendations which gl)
developing countries should ddopt ae nationzl standords, Such a 1ist would
help countries sturting stondardizntion octivities at a national level to
drow up o programme of work =f immedi-te urgency. It compriscs the bosio
I30 Recommend-tiong and forme ~ minimum get required in assisting national
stondordization in o country,

Becring in mind that DEVCO 86rves © useful purpose as o forum for
general questions, for study ~nd inform::tion, etc., but cannot take
action, the advantoge of estoblishing o restricted "exccutive” body was
gradually recognized in recent yeors. Therefore, in 1569 DEVCO put forward
& proposal to crec~te g standing cxecutive office for the promotion of
standardization in developing countrics, The Council endorsed DEVCO's
proposal for the crection of the Stonding Co-ordin:ting Burcau for the
Promotion of Standardization in the Doveloping Countries (DEVPRO). ‘This
proposal was accepted by UNIDO and UNESCO, both participrting in DEVPRO,
The proposed functions of DEVPRO include the diseemination of information,
consultation and close lizigon between IS0 and the UN Specialised Agencies
to assist the dov loping countricg to drow Up programmes ond training courses.
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Any interested govermment or organisction would be given genercl advice
on the organisational structure, and cssistance would be provided for
collecting items for Internation~l Standards needed for the developing
oountries. Thus IS0, togethor with other internctional organizations, has
dosignocd and implemented various means to assist the developing countries

in this difficult arca of tochnicnl activity called standardization. But
the fin.l success depends largely on the developing countries thomsclves,

on their systemotic and tedious work in thir direction. ISO will of course
do its best in order to help these countrios in recohing o high level of

dovelopment in standordisation, corresponding to the needs of the economies
of these countrios.
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