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DEVELOPMENT OF PACKAGING IN HUNGARY

Before the World War Two Hungary was basioally oonsidered a
oountry producing and exporting sgricultural artioles; the
role she nlayed industrielly wes prsotiecally of no importance,
It should elso be mentioned thet s considerable part of the
products meent for sele rbroed was exported as agrioultural
"rew meteriel” /oereels, live-stook ete./.

To erooount for whet wes steted here it should be oconsidered
thet the proportion of the population in the oountryside in

the totrl number of the inhebitents wes oonsiderchly higher
thrn rt present, rmd thrt populrtion wes praotiocally roted aos
completely self-supvplying, mrinly rs regrrds foodstuffs,

Consequently, the ocountry’s qurlity of being an rgrioultural
producer rnd oxporter on the one hrnd, rnd the releotive under-
development of the domestic turnover of goods on the other,

were fertures thrt determined deoisively the standard of
proknging tethniques, It 48 ersy to understcnd that the rel-
~tivelv low-shrred industrirl export /with prokeging reQuire-
ments/ rnd the elementrry needs of consumers 4id not roise the
deprnds on the development of prokeging and on new technologioal
solutions that ocould hrve promoted the eatcblishment of ¢
Telrtively high stcndord of pookerging.

After the World Wrr Two there begen r oconsidercdle industrial
development in Hungrry, rnd in the country’s export struocture

f more rnd more importrnt role wrs pleyed by the imdustrial
vroduots, However, the lrok of experience in the initial stoge
of the industrirl development rnd the unoertsinty following

from 1t entriled r negligenoce in the development of the nscessary
conoomitrnts, the specirl fields complementary to the main line,
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sush rs prokaging £nd the mrnufrcture of packeging meterials, It
vo8 not rorlized at that time that o good ond ottraotive paokeging
not only prevents domrges in the produots cnd a fall in their
v~lue but by 1ts fectures stimulrting purchtse, it also pernits
the production of =~ oonsider~bdle excess-profit; thet is to say,
prekrzing is ~n integrrl oouponent of the product, and essentielly
1t 18 prokrging thrt mekes » product r mrrketoble axrtiole,

Until ~8 1lrte £m the 11d-1950-g prekeging 8t1ll 414 not play
the role due to 1t by virtue of 1t=s importemoe in the Fungorien
economy, whioh ig shown by the feot thet peckaging moterial
consumption per ocapits in 1955 wes worth ~bout 2 3 o8 ogainst

r vrlue of over £ 20 in the British ond Swedish relations

/3 21 rnd ¢ 23 por orpitr, respectively/,

Under the influence of technicrl progress, the notices froa the
oxport merkets /brdly proked even = good product does not selll/,
"nd the inorersin~ dAomestic demrnds there bdegnn o marked development
in the field of prokrging fs from the Second helf of the 1950-s,

~nd especi~lly from 19603 the outlinas o® "Huugarien peokoging
industry® were grrduslly teking shrpe. A most important fenture

in this regrrd wrs the development of the dezree of ..
prokoging meterinl, It is to be underlined that there was not

mly r growth in the smount of the prokoging notericls availsble,
but up-to-drte proknging mrierirls, such &8 paper products, netal
foils *nd vrrious plestios rlso grined in impertance at the

oexnense of the conventionrel packoging metoriale /wo0d, textiles
ete./, The bdreis for this rdv~nce wrs the extoblishment and develop-
ment of Hungoxrien prokeging materierls arnufacture, mainly for ,
corrugrted rnd other Prperborrds, rluminium foils thin tinplates

rmd pleetic £11ms, It is to be rttributed to this development

thrt 7t present prekeging mrterdiel oonsunption per oapite in
Hungrry is rppreximeting # 15 o8 ~geinst the 1955 figure of § 3,
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As is shomn by the experience the shrre of the pookaging industry
in GDP in the industri~1ly developed countries tmounts 3 to S

per cent, shile in Hung~rv it l1rgs considercdly behind, since,

in moite of rn undoubtedly gresrt Progross, not oven the 3 per

cent representing the lower 1limit hns been recohed, The struoture
of the prokrging metericls used orn not be oonsidered satisfeotory
either. While in the industrirlly developed couniries the pnokaging
urterinls nede of prper, plestios rnd 1ight metnls cooount for

rn 80 per oent shere in the totrl usc of Peoking meterials, 1n
Hung~ry the srme shrre herdly oomes olose to 50 por oent,

Just becruse of this ve wish to lry r grecter stross on the
development of Prokrging in the deonde to oooe, While the rate
of growth of the nrtionrl inoone 13 to de expeooted at adous 5
per oent rmnurlly, rn nverrge of 7 per cont may de rookoned with,
in the opinion of oxXperts, °s rn inorease in the use of paockeging
nrterirls in the period mentioned, which will hold €004, about
Jjust rs well, of the grovth of the prokaging industry too,

¥o wish to ~ttrin b~ rbout the end of the decads that the use

of the up-to-drte prokrging mrterirls mentioned sbove should alse
in our countr nooount for some 80 por oent of the total
oonsunption,

The up-to-dnte prokrging mrtoric® permit esand Jusfity the ecpleynms
of effiotent prokrging technologies, thet 1s,

n-ohipes, Hovever, the use of suoh orohines - especinlly thet of
up-to-dete /semi-/ cutomcts - hrs not yet developed

srtistrotorily n Hungrry, The outlet of a higher volume of
produots wrrpped by rn up=to-dnte teohnology is still often

n~ohines of ¢lenentrrr design et the end of nodern production
lines, In this respect r ohrnge of inportence is to be expeoted




in the nerr tfubure Ine to the lnunching of douestic pecking
neehirens mrnatroture witer Porelsn 1icences covering uwp-to-date
wittz ~nd  Pron 4ins ta tize dus teo the iuport of nechines
rad trengfer lines, 0F outstruding significonce will be in

this connection tie nenufreture snd use of nrchines perforuing
the P11lins rnd olosing - by »lrstic £1ln - of powders, groins
snd 1iquics  ~nd trose of walts spplying shrink and voouun
vrepalng on voriouvs products,

1t 1s the prokocins teclnology thrt conblnes into & honogeneous
unity the bneknging netor:rla, the packing nachines and the
nroduste to be pruted by tharn, rnd thet ensures the reclization

of un~-to~d~te ‘Frordy-nrde woglrgingms¥.The densnd on up-to-dete
proerging 18 thrt the unitv of the three conponcnts /produet,
prokerging meterisl, pocking nrchine/, thot is, the final

outgone renreacnted by thae produect in up~to-date packeging,

sh-11 be provided bty ~ protoging systors engineering requiring o
oonnrehengive knovled.e ~ud survey, ecbrrzoing the entire paokeging
nrocens rel-ted olosely o the Aistridbution process rengling

froo the nenuf-cture of the produots to thelr utilization, This
couplex rnd in Nungzory new work recuires oonsiderable intellectual
resources, These, r8 18 proved by internationsl experionoes, ‘
rre conoontreted in the firag neaufereturing snd processing the.
nroducte, in ivdopendent preknsing ventures /oontronot paokcging/,
or in indeperdent designing rod technicel consulting orgonizations
corriiasicnen by the menuf~cturer to dezign the peokeging.

In Hungray thoe oruse of prokrging development wes nanoaged
oentrrlly lo yecrs rio b7 the Notlonel Connlttee for Teohniocal
Developmaﬁt aponsorel by the Jovernnent, whioh orgenisction
by providing concrete finrneicl »~id for tie introduction of
dodern neokrsing techrsloglen rnd by ncking studies and
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toruul~ting; ooncepts, brs preeticslly established an efficient
tern of prokrping specirlists, Thiz Nrtionsl Comnittee for
Technicel Develomnent, seeing the inportsnce of this line, set
un r developnent brse too in the form of the Ingtitute for
Mrteri~l Hrndling snd erokrging, the rotivity of whieh covers
the preprrrtion ond sticulstion of the developnent, manufcoture
rnd usc of the up-to-drte prokeging nrtericls ond peoking
nr~ohines spoker of, rn” slso the connlex cngineering and marketing
of the s~me, By thrt nerns the Institute pronotes considernbdbly
the doitestic prokrging neterirl rnd proking ncohine nenufacture
both Airectly, ~nd 1ndirec+ly, - by the revecling of the
rerlizetion poscibilities for the nenuf~oturers, Simultaneously
it does its best to nrovide, through on extensive reguler
educetionrl aotivity, the kno®ladge required for the developnent
for ~n ever lrrser nunber of prokrging speoirlists,

The Associrtion of Technic~l rnd Scientific Societies also
recoonized the inmportrnce of prekrging for the national eoonony,
e set un therefore »r cormiittee, the teosk of which 18 to revesl
in detril the nrodlem for the interested speciclists, end to
estrblish » wide-sprerding soctinl brekpround domending ond
sinultrneously promoting by its cotive perticipetion the
golution of the problems. In lungery cvery second yecr a paokeging
conference ooncerned with sone anecirl iasue * and poackeging
vomnetitions ere s~rrenged, ~t which the packing <techniques of
the highe=2t atendrrd rnd the nost successful specinliats are
received vith recognition, both morsl rnd materiel,

x/Tho subject of the next conference /28~30 Sept 1972, in

Budrnest/ 1s "The role of prekrcing in diotribution®,




In Hungrry ¢ vrrtioculrrly good stimuletion on? ossidility wes
nrovided for the develonzent of »nrckrping by the new ccononio
nenrgeneat systen hrving heen 1atroduced ~s fronm 1968, which
ntinmul~tes the enterrrises, muoh aore wvigorously thon errlier,
far the enhrnoenimt ~nd innrovenent of their reclization aotMty.
A very inportent frotor for this is represented dy the exterior
*nd getiing up of tre products to be exported, in drief: the
girnderd of voekrzing, The oconsider~dle develorment started in
the 1rtest dec~de - rg 4t hrs been outlined zbove -~ oand the
gtinulrting effect of the new econonic n~nrgenont systoa
together hold out tre hone of doing rwey, in the yecrs to ocone,
vith the b~ckr-rdness of long strnding in the field of pookoging
in Hungrry, ensuring thereby =~ hisher level of exports on the

one hend, emd ~ supply of hirher astrudard of the consuners on
the other.
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