
                                                                                     

 
 
 

UNITED NATIONS INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION  
Vienna International Centre, P.O. Box 300, 1400 Vienna, Austria 

Tel: (+43-1) 26026-0 · www.unido.org · unido@unido.org 

 

 

 

 

OCCASION 

 

This publication has been made available to the public on the occasion of the 50
th

 anniversary of the 

United Nations Industrial Development Organisation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

 

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations 

employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any 

opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development 

Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 

authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or 

degree of development. Designations such as  “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are 

intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage 

reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or 

commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO. 

 

 

 

FAIR USE POLICY 

 

Any part of this publication may be quoted and referenced for educational and research purposes 

without additional permission from UNIDO. However, those who make use of quoting and 

referencing this publication are requested to follow the Fair Use Policy of giving due credit to 

UNIDO. 

 

 

CONTACT 

 

Please contact publications@unido.org for further information concerning UNIDO publications. 

 

For more information about UNIDO, please visit us at www.unido.org  

mailto:publications@unido.org
http://www.unido.org/


r 

&03Y43 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 

Dif.tr. 
LIMITED 

1'D/WCI. 116/14 
10 January 197? 

Olii (IT NAL:    BNCLISÍI 

Export Ciroap MOü t Uìé' .TI   trie  Production and 
Du-: tri bul ion of Cum, racunt ivas  in the 
Developing C;.>untric'K-; (Spun.-: ore d by UNIDO 
in •-vjnjuncí.ion *n r.b  üMFPA.) 

Now vc<rk,   ">.',: - ?.'|  N<.vf-m;;oi-   lO'/l 

THJS HOLE Ol1' UNIDO TN TUE FIELD OB1 CONTRACEPTIVES i/ 

prepared by 

the Sacretari-a  of IJNIBO 

l/ Th.ir. document h,u3  boon reproduced without  fermai uditine. 

id./."-'-KKÌ 







The introduction of contravention and pre-terminal procedures has 

developed an industrial sector which har, wide ramifications of a social, 

economic and moral nature.    International ontani'¿at ion«?,  private foundations 

and government groups including therein the various Oniteú Nations agencies 

whose professional stuff inclu.de cJomofrraphers,  ocouomists, socialogists, 

osycholopists,  technicians and medica;   poreonnel   h«ve contributed 

considerably to the development,  testing,  distribution and selection of 

many types of contraceptives and pre-terminal procedures for use in 

specific areas.    All this effort has been directed towards the goal of 

fertility control  because population growth must  be controlled within 

reasonable boundaries that will   permit economic development to survive 

and advance in developing countries. 

While the green revolution provides increased food quantities and 

protein production from petroleum,  for example, adds to this potential, 

at the present population growth rate these efforts, though massive, 

will not be enough. 

Since the practical approach to the problem is fertility control and 

since techniques for this involve at present drugs, mechanical devices 

(HID's),  condoms,  spermicides and pre-terminal procedures, the industrial 

sector becomes important in order to assure that these are in adequate 

supply at reasonable cost in the areas in which they are to be distributed 

and utilized.    No one contraceptive aid enjoys the complete fertility 

control market in any country,   therefore a variety of aids need to be 

made available. 

In addition to assuring adequate supplies which may mean in some 

countries production, assembly,  testing, purchasing, distribution 

management,  etc.,  the industrial  sector becomes a more powerful  force 

as a "platform" from which fertility control programmes can be launched. 

UNIDO»* role in this most 3ingly important world problem of fertility 

control would cover the production,  testing, assembly, marketing and 

distribution management sectors.    Taking each contraceptive category 

pre-term procedure for analysis the following can be considered: 



Colitracepti ve T)rugs 

These includi oralo,   in.icrt-.bl.j- :.n,i rlow ralease eonnounds imbedded 

in various matri«,. ir.ser.ed   •;„-.„ ,hi  bodjr.    Considerable  development hü. 

been recorded  ir. this fi „Id and orals for «ample arc widely used i„ the 

mor, developed countries sir,,« professional radical care is required  for 

initial  «e.    Developed countries haw expanded considerable funds in 

research,  development and production,.•! facilities required for this 

work are not onl.v costly bur.  require  :>roiY,s=ional   personnel of a type 

not available in develop!,« countries    Accordingly therefore at this 

ota«, of development UKST, would not consider encoura^i«,, the  establish»«, 

or production faculties in developin, countries   for orals,  but would 

encourage the co-operative distribution, purchasing and testin« of oral. 

amen, a „«ber of countries to permit not only savin,, in c„sts or -or. 

importantly convertie currency,   cut to permit such countries  to have 

available several optional «thods for family pla„nin(f.    In addlUoI, 

WTO would, under fellowship proves, develop a cadre of personnel 

*o can undertake to conduct,  at least initiaUy,  some production and 

-tin, procedures,  is order to encode ,he industry sectors to be 

home oriented».    At the present time pharmaceutical subsidiaries in 

Il°T C0UntriM nCed *° "" ~PlM °f »"-««« «*- to the 
£-      ome countries for analysis and approval   prior to the rei«.. „f 

the production run m the country „ to other areas. 

In addition    to T.irthpr rii «5+r.- >„,+ < 
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Condoms 

This contraceptive device is widelv u    .  . 

*« of charge for #1Mpl. in   IndJ    '' "" MU°trÌ" ^ "^^ 

sophisticated automated procedura rrlTíLT T^^ ^ * 
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position than those who do not.    Por example India has its own latex 

supply, while the US,  UK and Japan need to import the raw material. 

UNIDO assistance in this sector would be primarily to assist 

developing countries in importing bulk condom« and establishing for 

example in industrial estate areas,   facilities for the testing and 

packaging of the condoms.    In addition assistance would  be provided in 

distribution channels, etc.    Since such operations are labour intensive, 

thi3 could be a most valuable input to the economic development of 

an area. 

Intrauterine Devices 

These forms of contraceptives include the Lippes loop,  Saf-T-Coil, 

Copper"T" and other modifications embodying a plastic configuration 

inserted into the uterus.    In addition this group would also include the 

diaphragm.   The diaphragm is not too widely used in developing countries 

since they need to be specially fitted and removed and replaced often. 

The Lippes loop, Saf-T-Coil, Copper "T" and others are manufactured by 

simple procedures and their assembly for use by the physicians for 

insertion requires basically a packaging expertise.   These lUD's can be 

purchased in bulk, delivered to a developing country where they can be 

tested and assembled and sterilized and made available to the medical 

teams for insertion.    UNITX) assistance in this area would be to establish 

assembly and test procedures and to provide such help as stay be required 

in the distribution of the finished product. 

Chemicals (Spermicides) 

The effectiveness of creams, jellie«, vaginal foams and other 

spermicidal products in the form of tablets, suppositories,  sprays, 

etc, has beert debated and the possibilities of employing spermicidal 

materials as the sole contraceptive (without the use of diaphragms, etc.) 

has been subjected to considerable testing.   While statistics developed 

from "control" groups indicate that a high decree of effectiveness can 

be predicted,  the actual introduction of such preparations in developing 

countries has not been too successful due  to the fact that considerable 

motivation is needed to depend upon it alone.    The use cr availability of 

spermicidal compounds in a developing country, however, adds to the 

"available" methods and focuses interest  in the general problem. 
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v-ompletn  Villain .lUi^hcí  w Vr  •"<-: í :-.31   fa-il:, -1-53     s^co'«     .-r—ara/-" 

work.ihopti,   luMirwi,   störet*.   e*.o.     "t-ise **,.*/   =_rtor~   a  T-»--...* r.tier vrrfc 

forre»  of  from  'W - ;*iV .»•• m*:v   f .vail:.'?.?.     _V"C   •*.-   ;-^s^a   • «*  IT" us* c~ 

of a  ttmii'M   V.ar.t   to n roii.ii* o   tr.-'  7;s*  z? ••'•*". ?.\\*   v-~:.-   *•* .*-•*.-.*-•, cert IT?5 

in the ar-vi and induri«*   f\v»r-'.r.  :--*-: ¡tir.     ~:r  --^ìXTI-V   •crr.:r¿ ±?A  r    's   ;*--. 

be  purch.tM-i. in  hi Ik  ;md rar.   '• <•   *.-*s*, •:.-  3.-i :.;.-í.¿r»:  *.-.  •¡.v.-?   "-ei li* i *s 

for distribution.    The di stri ru*•.„••p. of :-.?se   tar.  r*?  -a-i'.ei •.-r:wrr   the 

social   aorvircn operati»*: ir.  the  lrUstrval  ; — ••*.-.? area i-.i   "ü'.X   rrulí 

supply expert:- tc  teach  oroiurtien ani -.;•?.ir.-   - •- •;-..-. :.-.? s as  -seie-í. »ni 

also  supply distribution mani.--rer**e*v. •"rr-'rtirc.     Ir -i-.r cases  .*^ntr5ee*>t ives 

may be available nt no ces r   through 

in its  industrial estate  studies w.v.l t   :rrs*.*er the  '„--lus*.or of  family 

planning as an integral  o;irt   of  :>.- ría-.,     "-.ese  coulé   :c   iistributeJ under 

conditions  found most acceptable to the   ecr.-rur.it y.     "here arc *aa*ar orivate 

industrial projects in which ermlovers orevi de  fasilv olanriiru** assistance. 

Pre-Terminal Procedures 

In developed countries z re--, e mi nal  rro-edures are highly developed 

and professional assistance is aval lacle.    In developing countries such 

equipment and procedures are rarelv avallarle, and such equievent  is as 

available is not always properly used ¿uè ;o lack of professional assistance. 

One procedure which lends  itself to extensive use in developing countries 

is uterine aspiration,  or Tenni nati or. of pregnancy by vacuum.    The equipment 

can be both sophisticated in nature for hosrital use,  or basic for use in 

areas lacking such facilities as electrica* •/.    The Lai or r'oundaticn, the 

International Planned Parenthood ^eoeraticn ar.d others have contributed to 

developing low cost, easilv assembled and easy to operate abortion equitwent. 

UMTDO in its work efforts  can assist  ir. standardizing the  equipment   for 

production in develoom* countries,  to oroide specifications for its testing 

and orovide for its distribution to areas ir. which it is needed.    Abortion 

equipment for exarcole could be ¡nade part of the standard facilities available 

at family planning facilities in industrial estates. 

Further under üXITXi sponsorship fellowships muid be arranged to 

introduce developing country nar.acere,  technicians and others to production, 

testing and distribution te--bri i ernes in the field of contraceptives.    Through 

the means of expert gToup meetinirs, study programmes and assignment  of 

experts,  transfer of information r*ar. h* made at all  levels,    liaison with 



-   e. 

the World Health Organisation,  for oxample, in connexion with regional 

programmes in the field  of oharmaoeuticais and para medical supplies and 

with UMIC3P in maternal  care,  will permit a ready introduction of new 

techniques and equipment   *o incastri al development. 

In any liaison work l'NTPO would work closely with all international 

agencies in both the public and private sector. 

The "science" of contraception and pre-terminal procedures ia 

continuously moving forth so  that today the field appears »crowded» with 

new products, systems,  etc.    While we cannot predict whicn systems will 

emerge as the easiest to use,   or the cheapest and most reliable for 

particular groups, UNIDO can  devote its expertise in the industrial 

sectors of their manufacture and distribution. 






