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Government is the design and mobilisation of resources to accele.rate 

industrial export growth in conformity with national goa18. 

As a mesns of achieving these aims, and taking advantage of the plana tor 

reconstruction of the Pierco International Airport, the Government has 

dacid$d to establish an export oriented indUstrial fJ!ea eirport zona at 

Pierce. With this in mind, two maJor steps IIIsre taken by Government. 

(1) An Export Promotions Division wae established in 1969. 

(2) A feasibility study was undertaken to examins and evaluate 

. the passibJ.l1ty of establishing an Industrial f"rs8 Zone 

at Pierco Intornational Airpor.t. 

EXPORT PROMOTIONS DIVISION 
(4iLd Trtr. • b

\ \. 
This Otvieion is under the control of tha Ministry of Industry and Commerce 

/ 
\ 

and is pra&8f1tly staffod by t.h~Qe members comprising: 

(a) An Export Prornot1ona Ufficer 

(b) Assistant E~PQrt Prnmoticns Officer, and 

(0) A RBe9a~oh Officer. 

The mein duties of this Division 81'S to promot.e the.country'e products abroad 

by fleating t~ad9 exhibitions, making contacts with businesemen who are 

intersetad in tho countryts products and following up theee contaets with 

the local manufacturers concerned. The objectives of this Division are to 

increase the countryta exports by r1nding permanent outlete abroad. 

Several incenttvs$ are offered. Under the Aid to Pioneer Induetrie8 Ordinance, 

conC9S8ions ara granted to 1!ny eligible investor by way of the following 

incentivea: 



Trinidad and tobago is pr.esently implementing its fiv9 year development 

plan, 'covoring the period 1969 - 1973. According to this Plan, the 

Govarnmentht.'18 dssignated three .;entral tasks involved 1n reetructur.ing 

the 90onomy.· 

,g C,O Nm~,!c ; RECON~TRUfJ.iO,N 

Thess central tnskc-I aral 

(i) Diversification of tha Gountry'a structur9 of production/ 

indul3i;{·y· 

(i1) ,;r;hievament of full employmant. 

(iii) Improving 'the aCOnCIll'lyf a self-dependency through increase of 

exports. 

In the Caribbean, S8 in Trinidad and Tobago,thsre i~ an urgent need to 

oxpand the volume of exports and increase the share of manufaotured 

products!n the Grosa National Products ~f the countries. The main 

tool which hae bean used in Trinidad and Tobaga for achieving industrial 

development has basn "import substitution". Regretfully t hOll.l8Vsr. WS" 
........ 


have roached the and of the lineae far 89 import subat!tut•.j.on is 

concerned. In the past, official ruzogrammee to atimuJ.atelllxpot'ts had 

f'requootly aufferm~ from a 1.I:11.ck of cli)9l' objectives, imperfect "::0

ord.inaHon among ofr-icial agaMeieg, inadequate support from tho 

.• 	ent~epr(;lnaul'i31 "actor, the absonce of an "export consciouoness". 

Consequently, axpol't results l..!sru fraquont.ly sporadic and temporary 

rether than persistent aflrJ cumulativo.. Hsnol3 the main tesk facing our 

I 

http:fraquont.ly
http:1.I:11.ck


Co} duty-fraa intpoI't~ for 8 
\ 

five-year period; 

(b) income tsx;holiday for a five-year period; 

Ic} spacial depreciation allowancasi 

(d) setting off of loaee. against subsequsnt profits. 

(s) p08aibllll GXhansion of Pionaer status'benefitJ and 

(f) 1n the csso of pott'ochamical industries. epocial 

concessions under certain conditioneI 

. '. 

Apart from theee incentives. there i~ an export ellQ~8nce aimed at encouraging 

individual manufacturers through income tax 1'911e,to keep increasing th. 

level ofthoir exptiI'te.. This export allowance is mada available to campanie. 

which have made export aalaa during the three yeers imrnedi~taly preceding 

ths·year of income or durIng the year of inoome. The allowance 18 given 

SiS 8. ci'adit against tho charf;)9llbla profits or the company for th.year of 

income. Any eXCAGfi of the allowance ov~r the tax cha~gaQbl. can ba carr1ad 

ft'lNard for a pericd flot 9xceeding fivQ Y98t"e to be off-set against the tax 

chug.able in any of thona year" of income. Th1s incentive, however, ia 

not axtene!vely used. Only five firma prssently enjoy the benefit. derived 

from this incentive. 

PRII~E MINISTER' 5 EXPORT PERF'ORMANCE ALLOWANCE 
~ I .. * ."'. I • • • WIt 

Thb award was started in 1968 and is Biilsrdad ennually. It is 8wardedtO the 

firm or il")et.f.tution It.lhich haa ahown the moat aign1ficant aUCC8a8 in it. attempt 

to incra5se ite expor·t; parfarmanos~ 1"ne winner 18· awarded en insignia which 

it can use for a poriod of (3) three years on all ita documents e.g. labels. 

badges. aign8 and lattsr-huada etc. 
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PROGRAMr"lE or EXPORT pn.Of'lOTIONS OI'lISION
_. • • I ....._ _ •• 

The Export Promotions Division has mads sQvsral proposals to Government in 

order to inoreas9 the exports of ·the. country, the most significant of which 

is the Export Credit Insurance. According to this. Government will eat up or 

designata en organ.tsation.· which will be responsible for paying the exporters 

the value of their exports upon surrender of tho vslid documents. The 

organ1s~tion willthsn collect from the overseas importer the value of the 

exports. If thie proposel is accepted. this service will be performed for a 


small percentage foa. The organisation will perform this service to aesist 


.• the small exporter I!lna haB baen pll!i9Ued by the umllillirlgneea of the importers 


to. pay for their import~. 

Tha Export Promotions Division I!tr)d Government have taken part in aevaral trade 

exhibitions and fairs. 1'1.110 slJch fairs were hElld. in 1969 f ona 8ach in Surinam 

and Berlin. In 1970 there was one in stockhulmand 1n 1971 there was ana 

SBch in Surinam, Jwnaica and Curacao. Thaae fairs and trade exhibitions 

frequently result in an increase in trade with the cOU'ltriea which attended 
.' " 

these fa1rs and exhibitions. Recently a Garment Exhibition was held in 

Trinidad and Tobago. . Those who accepted ~h8 invitations came from Puerto Rico. 

Martinique, Curacao and Virgin Islands. It i. hoped that the nacesaary 

tollow-up action will be taken to ensure positive results in ~port8. 

PI,ARca INT£RNATIONf~l-; /l!RPOfll 

Within the "long range development programme of the Government, the expansion 

and rebuilding ot the present Pierco Intsrnational Airport hae bean decided. 

Accord1ngly, a numbsr of studies W81'8 mads. and tha airport construction 

plana havs been preparod. In one of the faae.ibility studies, a bonded 

industrial araa WBS racommanaedto be erectod within the ne~ International 

Airport. The pre-feasibility roport on the viability of such a project 

proved positive. and accordingly, the Government has decided to proceed 
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with its plans to erOS);E' auch an Indmrtrial free lona at the nelll airport. The 

Governmont has applied tel the Reni(lnfJl i1epresentat1vtl of Uf·IOP for technical 

assistance on the establishment of free zones. In th1sreapect two expert. 

are to be sent to Trinidad and Tobago to offer technical assistance. Dna will 

btl a Civil Engineer (Industrial Free Zena Expert) and the other w111 be an 

Industrial Economiot (Industrial free Zona Export). The two experts arB 

scheduled to arrive in Trinidad shortiy to carry out further studies. 




